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ADVERTISEMENT. 



In presenting this small and unpretending volume to 
the public, the author feels constrained to use the lan- 
guage of explanation and apology. 

A season of leisure, uninterrupted bj family cares, 
affi)rded an opportunity to reflect upon the importance 
of the duties devolving upon the wife of a minister ; 
and to look at the individual traits of character, requi- 
site in one, who would be useful in that station. 

A keen sense of personal deGciency in the writer, 
has prepared her to feel the most intense interest, the 
deepest sympathy in the duties and trials of the inexpe- 
rienced female, who is introduced, from a circle of con- 
fiding friends, to a broad and extended field of labor, 
where it is utterly impossible, in the nature of things, 
that any one course of conduct, however judicious, 
should be acceptable to all ; but where it nevertheless 
becomes a paramount duty for her, to labor, with un- 
remitting industry, and holy zeal, not only to shed 
around her the silent influence of a blameless example, 
but also, personally, to engage in the various active 
duties, which the exigencies of the times demand. 
1* 
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IT ADTERTI8EMENT. 

It is something gained to have aimed at a knowledge 
of the duties connected with the sphere in which we 
move. And though, m the work now presented, this 
knowledge may be imperfectly presented, it is given to 
the public with the sincere desire, that it may elicit 
something more worthy of the subject, in this untrodden 
field of Christian benevolence and literary labor. 

The apology to be offered is, a sincere desire to cul- 
tivate practical godliness. If this little volume, by the 
blessing of God, who often works by seemingly in^- 
cient means, should promote growth in grace, and prove 
an assistance to the inexperienced in even a few instan- 
ces, the labor will not have been in vain. 

The writer would earnestly commend it to the 
prayers of her Christian friends, especially to the wives 
of clerg}'men b Maine, composing the " Society for 
Mutual Improvement^" to whom it is respectfully dedi- 
cated, by their 

Very affectionate friend, 

THE AUTHOR. 

Kmnebeck Co. (Maine,) March m, 1835. 
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liETTERS 



WIVES OF MINISTERS. 



LETTER I. 

aiEEKNESS AND HUMILITY. 

My dear Mary, — Your letter, giving an account of 
your discouragements, was duly received. You will rest 
assured of our affectionate sympathy. 

We know full well that the every day burdens of life 
are often harder to be borne than some great trial, which 
we can realize as coming directly from the hand of God. 
Though I know and feel all this, and though I sincerely 
wish to alleviate your sufferings, you will not think it 
strange that I shrink from the responsibility of giving ad- 
vice in your time of difficulty. 

However, I have arrived at the conclusion that some 
little good may arise, at least to my own mind, from re- 
flecting upon the peculiar duties, that grow out of the con- 
nection of a minister's wife with the people of her bus* 
2 
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14 LETTER I. 

band's charge ; and if, in the course of my experience, I 
have gleaned any thing, which can be of use to one 
younger than myself, it will, I assure you, afford me un- 
alloyed pleasure to communicate it. 

Will you be surprised, when I place meekness and 
HUMILITY at the head of my requisites for usefulness, in 
the wife of a minister ? A moment's reflection will teach 
you that they are important items in the character of a 
truly pious woman ; and while you are aiming at such at- 
tainments as will render you a suitable assistant to your 
husband, you will think it well to turn your first thoughts 
to those qualities which are most difficult of attainment. 

Humility and meekness are exotic virtues, planted in 
the human heart by divine grace, and nurtured by con- 
stant watchfulness and prayer. In some form, you will 
constantly find the risings of pride. Pardon my sincerity, 
and believe that I have not selected you as the one of all 
others to whom this remark will apply. The angels fell 
by pride, while the whole family of man, from Adam to 
the present generation, have groaned beneath its effects. 
No bosom is free from this sin, which, however, will man- 
ifest itself in such a variety of shapes and costumes, as 
even, in some instances, to pass current with those unac- 
customed to discriminate, for genuine humility, fiut, 
however the counterfeit may pass with others, to its pos- 
sessor it will ever be the same restless, discontented, un- 
comfortable inmate, that it has been from the commence- 
ment of its existence. 

To the attainment of genuine humility, much self- 
knowledge is necessary. Look well into your own heart 
Let it not be enough that you scrutinize your actioBs. 
Who has not seen pride lake the lowest place, to answer 
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MEEKNESS AN0 HUHILITT. 15 

its own ends, and gratify a passion for the time being pre- 
dominant ? If yon would not be deceived, scrutinize the 
motives of your conduct ; and while subjecting yourself 
to this rigid examination of motives as well as of actions, 
you will implore continually light from on high to discover 
to you the secret ** chambers of imagery within." And 
then, my dear Mary, when you have a deeper knowledge 
of that uniikeness to God, which we all have, when you 
see how far you are from the possession of that character 
which be enjoins ; how far from keeping the law which 
he has given us, as much in love as in wisdom, let the 
view humble, but oh 1 do not for a moment let it discour- 
age you. 

True the Lord knows the proud afar off; but if you are 
his child, a knowledge of yourself will lead you, while you 
abhor sin, and strive continually against it, to look to 
Jesus. Yes, with this temper of mind, one glance at the 
cross of Christ will dispel your gloom, and lead you to 
adoring views of the great plan of salvation as revealed 
in the gospel; and here you will be comforted. 

Whoever has real humility, will be enabled to bear with 
a Christian spirit, the unkindness of those with whom he 
is associated. Seeing how little one really deserves, will 
certainly have a tendency to quiet the spirit, under what* 
ever difficulties or injuries may fall to our lot 

That clergyman's wife, who has never felt herself over- 
looked or disregarded, where she naturally expected aa 
opposite course of conduct, must be a remarkably humble 
woman, or placed in the providence of God among a pe- 
culiarly affectionate people. 

It is perfectly natural for persons composing a parish to 
feel that, individually, they have a right to be gratified 
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16 LETTER I. 

in all that pertains to the family of their minister. The 
personal interest in which this feeling originates is amia- 
hle, and goes far to encourage a pastor while pursuing 
the self-denying labors of his holy calling ; but instances 
have not been wanting where a dictatorial spirit, mingled 
with harshness and censure, have rendered it necessary 
to bring into exercise one's whole stock of meekness. 

Whoever consents to become the wife of a clergyman 
must calculate upon meeting with meddlesome, officious 
people ; for such people dwell in every part of our fallen 
world. And how can they doubt their right to interfere 
in the family of their minister? Is he not our minister ? 
Do not we pay him ? We certainly have a right to inves- 
tigate his concerns. Are not we the people ? 

To meet this spirit with resentment, or like vulgarity, 
would do much injury to the cause of religion. A soft 
answer turns away wrath ; and this tenderness of spirit is 
the legitimate fruit of a humble mind, and will always 
honor the Christian religion. Whenever the ungodly see 
you bearing with meekness provocations and indignities, 
they know that grace has made you to differ. They see, 
in the act, a likeness to him, who, when he was reviled, 
reviled not again ; and they are ready, from your forbear- 
ance, to confess that there is a reality in religion. Thus 
you may do that for the skeptical, which many sermons 
could not accomplish ; and you will at once see, that a 
spirit of recrimination, while it failed to defend your 
rights, would disturb your peace, throw obstacles in the 
way of your husband's usefulness, and bring a wound 
upon the cause of religion. 

Here, then, my dear Mary, are your motives for labor* 
ing for a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God 
are of great price. Tour affectionate friend. 
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LETTER n. 

ECONOMY. 

My dear Mary, — Perhaps it is invariably true, that 
circumstances of difficulty and trial mingle with the hap- 
piness of clergymen's families. It is true, also, that 
every situation in life has its vicissitudes; for God has 
wisely ordained that this state of existence shall never be 
our rest, and the Christian should consider it as among 
his choicest mercies, that his downward progress is often 
checked, by finding his sources of worldly pleasure em- 
bittered. This flows directly from the mercy of God, and 
is an evidence, as sure an evidence of his compassionate 
tenderness, as can be given us. 

Who doubts the love of a parent because he chastens 
his son ? So far from leading us to doubt, it is an evi- 
dence of the reality of affection. What son is he^ whom 
the father chaste neth not ? 

One of the trials peculiar to a minister's family, is the 
necessity of mingling somewhat extensively in society, 
without the means of making it a source of enjoyment 

I will illustrate my meaning by a story, which I intend 
shall be true to nature, without designating any particular 
person. 

Miss Hopkins is a young lady, educated by the mistak- 
en kindness of parents in the lap of indulgence. She if 
an only daughter. They are by no means wealthy, and 
•2 
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18 LETTER II. 

have little to give her upon her marriage but the neces- 
sary farniture of her house. 

The first eighteen years of her life were spent in school. 
The usages of society, with the confinement of a school- 
room, have impaired her health ; and when she is taken 
from the care of her preceptress, and returned to her 
mother, the fond parent can see many reasons why she 
should not be employed in domestic avocations. Year 
after year passes away, and she glides easily along, de- 
lighting every one with the purity of her morals, and the 
cultivation of her mind ; for she has, in all this time, 
become decided in her religious feelings, and every one 
thinks, when Miss Hopkins is transplanted to the parish 
of the Rev. Mr. B , he will have the best wife of any min- 
ister in the land. 

Her own hopes and expectations of usefulness are high, 
and in the ardor of youth she gives herself to an employ- 
ment, for which she is ready and willing cheerfully to 
make sacrifices. But they come to her in unexpected 
forms. Unkindness is felt from the observations of those 
around her. Unacquainted with the business of a family, 
trials meet her in her domestic arrangements. She finds 
herself unable to conduct the management of her family, 
because, in all its branches, it is new to her. 

She has often heard it remarked, that a man's respect- 
ability depends in some measure upon his house-keeping ; 
but with all her endeavors, she finds it out of her power to 
have her family present that order and quiet, which are 
so essential to enjoyment. Besides, she is under the ne- 
cessity of being much in society, and has yet to learn the 
difference between the salary of a clergyman and the 
income of a thriving mechanic or merchant. 
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The habits she has acquired in her father's family, and 
in her intercourse with society, she still continues to in* 
dulge. Of course, when the first year of her married life 
IS closed, it is ascertained that the salary is gone ; and 
not only so, but one hundred of the next year is anticipa- 
ted. In addition to this, her spirits are sunk with the 
recollection, that a considerable sum is due for her hus- 
band's last year at Andover. 

What shall be done ? Shall her husband give up the 
delightful employment of preaching the gospel, and be- 
take himself to some lucrative business? — ^No such thing. 
They feel the worth of souls, and still desire to make sac- 
rifices. They are happy in each other ; and having anew 
surveyed the field before them, they resolve on a remedy. 
An exact account is taken of all their expenses ; and 
every thing pruned from their furniture, dress, and table, 
which is not absolutely necessary; and when the first 
quarter is cast up, Mrs. B. finds herself within her income 
by one-third. 

Here we see good principles conquering, as they always 
may, the difficulties of a trying situation. 

Many will recognize in it the leading features of their 
own trials. They find themselves moving in a sphere for 
which their education and habits have not prepared them. 
No page on their Bible tells them that self-denial is a vir- 
tue restricted to the families of clergymen ; and yet they 
have found, all things considered, that the best good of 
the whole requires that they should see twice the com- 
pany their wealthy neighbors do, with half the help, and 
not half their other resources. 

When the Christian loses a dear friend, or is himself 
oppressed with bodily infirmity, how perfectly natural for 
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him to cry unto God in his affliction ; but when we find 
ourselves suffering from some trifling domestic disquietude, 
we feel too great reverence for our Maker, to bring it into 
hb sacred presence. 

But these ideas of the greatness of God are mistaken. 
We ought to spread before his compassionate eye what- 
ever affects our happiness. Perhaps there is no one things 
that excites in the mind, a stronger feeling of admira- 
tion, than the reflection, that though our heavenly Father 
is so great, his providence extends to the most minute 
events. We may rest assured that this is the character 
of God, and that his tenderness is such, that we are freely 
invited, to cast our cares upon him, assured that he cares 
for us. 

In the case, which I have supposed, (and which hundreds 
have in substance actually felt,) we have labor to be 
performed, for which, education had never fitted the indi- 
vidual ; economy to be practiced, which, in comparison 
with the usage of others, has the appearance of great 
meanness ; and the feeling of embarrassment from debt, 
all to be endured, with feeble health, brooding like an 
incubus on the spirits. 

How necessary, in such a situation, to look up to God, 
with the deepest sincerity, for resolution, to persevere in 
habits of strict economy, with the temper and spirit of a 
Christian, and from an honest desire to serve God. Our 
real wants are few. People, whose habits are sedentary, 
absolutely, require that their table should be frugal. We 
have one broad rule to regulate all our actions ; whether 
ye eat or drink or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God. And God must be best glorified, by that manner of 
living, which will enable us to accomplish the most labor. 
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I know, my dear, that pride and a vitiated appetite, may 
raise objections, but I believe you will best serve God, by 
coming down to plain temperance principles. 

Dress affords an opportunity for another branch of 
economy ; but to you, my dear, I trust it is unnecessary 
to say much under this head. Especially, must it be un- 
necessary to speak of the custom, into which some Chris- 
tian females have fallen, of wearing jewelry ; and were it 
not for the simple jet pin, which I know encloses the 
hair of a valued friend, I might altogether pass by this 
subject. True, it is amiable to cherish this remembrance 
of one so deservedly dear, but let me ask, will not every 
purpose of affection be answered, if this pin lies quietly 
in its casket ? 

In this age of missionary enterprise, the wives of min ' 
isters should be the last to indulge in ornaments ; for 
how can God be glorified by it? You will answer, it pro- 
motes industry, patronizes the mechanic, and is for the 
good of the whole. Now it is impossible for you to know, 
that the mechanic, to whom you pay your money, will 
spend it well. The Bible tells us, the love of money is 
the root of all evil. Your patronage, for aught you can 
know, may foster this love, this very love, that is to bear 
the evil fruits. While if you had expended your five dol- 
lars for charity, it might have sent thousands of tracts to 
the darkened empire of pagan China, which is now so 
easily approached through the press. 

With this fact in view, would you go into your closet, 
and beg God to bless to your use, the ornament you wore, 
and glorify himself in this indulgence ? Dear Mary, your 
whole soul would revolt at the thought. But, you say, I 
need not lay it aside. It cost me nothing ; it was the 
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gift of a friend. But that pious young lady in your parish 
will, nevertheless, quote your example, when she advocates 
the wearing of jewelry. 

Pardon me for pressing this subject, but I wish, exceed- 
ingly, to use the privilege of friendship, and to urge you 
to lay aside, wholly, the wearing of ornaments, upon any 
pretence whatever ; and if there are Christian ministers, 
who choose to stand up, and plead the cause of missions, 
and urge upon the widow and the fatherless the duty of 
self denial, with the folds of their linen fastened by a 
golden broach or a diamond pin, let us consider that we 
have no motive for following their example, which will 
give us pleasure, in the hour of death, or the day of judg- 
ment ; but then, oh, then may it be found, that God him- 
self had given us, the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which was daily worn to his honor and glory. 

On the subject of dress, generally, much might be said ; 
but I shall content myself with observing, that while 
some attention to the usages of society is essential to our 
usefulness, economy may be practised, either by prohibit- 
ing variety, or by limiting our expenses to a certain sum. 
The true economist will not leave these things to chance ; 
but will endeavor, in her own mind, to mature some sys- 
tem, which, while it is suited to her station, shall not 
exceed her means. Simplicity of attire becomes a Chris- 
tian female in every situation in life. 

The wife of a minister has high and holy motives to 
induce her to make a study of economy. The mass of 
our clergy are literally poor, many of them actually io 
debt. True, this ought not so to be ; and in the millennium, 
We may suppose it will not. A clergyman then, proba* 
biy, will not feel bimself too poor to have a well chosen 
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library, and something to expend in charity, beyond what 
is now possessed. Then we may hope that pecuniary 
embarrassments will not waste his spirit, and hinder his 
usefulness ; for then, no doubt, ministers' families will be 
far more economical, and their flocks far less covetous. 

But we have need of rules for the existing state of 
things. I have not a doubt, but by a diligent study of a 
system of retrenchment, these burdens may be removed ; 
and that time, once taken to brood over embarrassments, 
thus be redeemed to spend in going from house to house, 
preaching Jesus. 

Be persuaded, then, my dear friend, to make you a little 
book, and to enter upon it, every cent expended in your 
femily. Often compare these expenditures with your in- 
come, which, in the generality of cases, must fall below 
the stipulated sum ; for there are, even in churches, those, 
who fail of making good their engagements to their 
pastor ; those who do not consider it a light matter to 
minister to him in carnal things. Besides, not only is 
covetousness in the way, but there are various other rea- 
sons, which often operate to make the salary of the cler- 
gymen fall below its nominal value ; so that it is well 
to be, considerably, within your income, while all along 
you will remember the claims of the heathen, and the 
wants of the destitute. Thus while you, habitually, 
breathe out the supplication, Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, you will not be likely to resort to your little 
book with the entry of any purchase made merely to 
gratify pride. 

I cannot close this long letter, without urging you again, 
to be systematic, and to be resolute, in the adoption of 
flttch measures, as your circumstances require. 

Ever your affectionate friend. 
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I AM far more desirous of being really useful to you, 
my dear Mary, than of having you compliment my letters, 
as entertaining. At the risk, therefore, of being alto- 
gether too familiar, to answer any purpose but the single 
one of utility, I have determined upon a more definite 
epistle on the subject of economy than my last ; and will 
you not, my very good friend, while reading my letter, be 
BO kind as to forget that there is, in our whole vocabulary^ 
any such word as dignity ? Persuade yourself, for the 
time being, that usefulness is the most desirable term in 
our language ; and ere I close, you shall hear my strong 
reasons for this course. 

Whether it is right or wrong, for ministers' families to 
be situated as they are, is not my present purpose to de- 
termine. We must take these things as we find them, 
resolved to conform to every situation, which we consent 
to occupy. Having become the wife of a minister, you 
will not sigh for the elegancies of the rich. It does no 
credit, either to the principles or the understanding of a 
minister's wife, to spread a luxuriant table, or to imitate 
the rich in any form of extravagance. 

Good taste, certainly, may be gratified. Every flower, 
that opens upon our pathway, teaches us that God intends 
that this principle, enstamped upon our very being, should 
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be coltiyated. To the gratification of tastCy howerer, no 
expensive pleasures are requisite. 

I have already given general rules for the. regulation of 
expenses, viz. : Be plain in your table, and sipople in your 
attire. Keep an exact account of expenditures, and live 
considerably within your income. 

You have undoubtedly known those, who were plain in 
their dress, and frugal in their table, who still were much 
in debt, though enjoying an income, that supported others 
in the use of many comforts ; and how, you ask, is this 
accomplished 1 It arises, my dear . Mary, from want of 
care. A careless, indolent housekeeper, wastes in many 
ways. But you ask, how is it done? for I desire. to be 
a good housekeeper. It is done by trusting the care 
of your family to a domestic ; by not knowing the state of 
your beef and pork barrels, which, by inattention, may 
become unfit for use. Therefore visit them yourself every 
few days. It is done by neglecting a joint of fresh meat, 
until it is to be thrown away. It is done by putting that 
aside for soap, which, seasonably used; would have made 
a comfortable meal for your family. It is done by per- 
mitting your bread to mould, and your butter to grtm 
rancid from sheer negligence. 

If you would avoid these sources of wastefulness, watch 
them yourself ; make it a part of your dwily business. 

It is economical in the country to use a variety of veg" 
etables ; and for persons of sedentary habits, far more 
conducive to health, than a great deal of animal feod. It 
costs but very little to supply your table, if etery thing is 
judicioiisly chosen, and well taken care of. 

in dfess many people exclaim, What an expensive arti- 
cle I how conld you be to extravagant? Why, it must 
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have cost a great deal. I did not pay half that sum for 
my dress ! Now, economy does not consist in buying an 
article for a small sum. On the contrary, it is, as a gen- 
eral thing, a perfect waste to buy cheap goods ; for it 
costs no more to make a good dress than a poor one ; and 
generally speaking, it will last more than twice as long. 
Those only, who have that hind of taste, which requires 
frequent change in their apparel, do well to buy cheap 
goods. Watch the spending of money in these respects, 
and you will soon be convinced that it is true economy, to 
purchase a good article, as often as it is necessary to 
purchase any. 

A good manager knows how to repair old garments ; 
and the care bestowed in these respects, will rescue much 
for the great objects of benevolence. 

" Do tell me, madam," said a bachelor, " do tell me 
if there is any thing so difficult in this compounding of 
pies and puddings, this business of housekeeping, that a 
lady may not succeed pretty well, and yet have time left 
for her book ?" O yes, sir, was the reply, a lady may 
make a neat, economical, good housewife, and do many 
other things. Unquestionably, however, if she spends all 
her time, and bends all her power to this one object, she 
will bring it to greater perfection, than she would by de- 
voting only a part of it. But to yield all the powers and 
faculties of an undying soul, to an attention to the wants 
of the body, would poorly answer the end of its existence. 
God, undoubtedly, placed us all here for far higher pur- 
poses. 

A minister's wife has no need to take all her time to 
attend to the temporal concerns of her family, though she 
has t motive for excellbg^ in domestic duties, which will 
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hallow the labor. In ordinary cases, it is the one way 
above all others, in which she can best serve God. It is 
a sphere of usefulness, which if she neglect, in the pur- 
suit of higher duties, or in the expectation of greater 
good, she may rest assured, she has mistaken the path of 
her duty. 

There is nothing mysterious in housekeeping. If any 
person of common understanding chooses to learn, indus- 
try and attention will accomplish the work, and leave her 
many hours of every day for other pursuits ; especially, if 
she have learned the art, of so disposing of the furniture 
of her house, that she knows where to find any article, 
which she may have occasion to use, without loss of time. 
Order contributes, wonderfully, to the comfort of a family, 
and is a great time-saver. 

I have said that to be a good housekeeper is the way, 
in which a minister's wife can best serv^ God , and I will 
tell you why ; because her husband's usefulness is directly 
concerned in it, unless, indeed, there are other sources of 
income than the salary. Generally speaking, the salaries 
paid to clergymen need economy so to use them that the 
wants of families are supplied. Now if this is not done, 
debts must be contracted. These are not always paid, 
and the appearance of dishonesty, to say the least, cannot 
be avoided ; and are there not those in every community, 
where this is done, who will be prejudiced hearers of the 
preacher, whose practice is so deficient 1 This, from ac- 
tual observation, I know to be the case. From .the same 
source I know too, that by being in debt, a minister's 
spirits are depressed, and he has not it in his power, to 
labor .for a people, as he would do with a mind at ease* 
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Now, my dear Mary, does not this subject assume a 
new air of importance ? Do you not see that it is indeed . 
your appropriate sphere of action, to gather up the frag- 
ments that nothing be lost ? Do you not feel called upon 
to glorify God by such a faithful discharge of your domes- 
tic duties, as will save your husband from needless de- 
pression, and the cause of religion from the reproach of 
unpaid debts ? 

To illustrate the importance of attending to the man- 
agement of a family, I will give you some particulars in 
the history of a lady of my acquaintance. You know 
that it is usual in our cities and large towns, to see 
females devoted to the business of shopkeeping. The 
lady, of whom I am speaking, was educated in this em- 
ployment. Her mind was good, her manners lady-like^ 
and her piety unquestioned. 

In time she became the wife of a minister, and was 
settled in a small but thriving village, where industry and 
frugality, joined to a knowledge of domestic duties, might 
have made her life pass comfortably. 

Mrs. Johnson, for so I shall call the lady, was, how- 
ever, placed in circumstances altogether new to her. Edu- 
cated by her parents with unusual tenderness, and accus- 
tomed to a different style of living from that, to which her 
marriage had introduced her, the foundation seemed laid 
in the nature of things for unhappiness. Mr. Johnson is 
reported to have had a more than usual desire, for the 
little elegancies of life, and no doubt his wife would gladly 
have gratified his taste, by a well arranged household, if 
she had known how to do it. Her disposition is affection- 
ate, and in the place where she has spent the greater part 
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of her married life, you will hear the most uneqairocal 
testimony to her devoted, self-denying piety. 

However urgent her own wants, or however far they 
might be from being supplied, the Lord's treasury was al- 
ways remembered. Indeed her whole heart seemed en* 
gaged in the duties of religion, and all her interests iden- 
tified with the interests of the church. But she failed, 
utterly failed, in all her attempts to make her husband's 
home a happy one. There was no well-arranged table, no 
comfortable parlor ; every thing was disordered, uncleanly, 
and cheerless ; and a succession of little things, growing 
out of.a want of economy, and other habits desirable in a 
housekeeper, were constantly occurring, calculated to 
alienate the affections of her husband, to make his home 
unpleasant to him, and to discourage his efforts to benefit 
his family. 

Many specimens of Mrs. Johnson's housekeeping might 
be detailed, which, though they would excite a smile, 
probably would answer no practical purpose. One only 
fatty therefore, will be introduced, which may be useful 
in shewing you one way in 'which a salary may be dis- 
posed of, without any appearance of extravagance to the 
eye of the world. 

Mr. Johnson at one time supplied his wife with a large 
quantity of damask table linen, sheetings, &c. &c.y 
intended for family use. From being shop-worn, oif from 
some other cause, Mrs. Johnson thought it advisable to 
piH it upon the snow to whiten. This she did at the 
eommencement of winter, in the spring a relative asked 
her about her linen. Dear me, said Mrs. Johnson, I have 
not thought of it this winter. Of coorse it was to little 
purpose that it was then recollected. However, the frag- 
•3 
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ments were gathered up, and twenty-eight pounds of rags^ 
all that remained of this store oi linen, were sent to the 
paper*mill. f • • • 

Years rolled away, and in that Tillage there were many 
alteratbns. The kingdom of God came nigh unto that 
people. Sinners were awakened from their stupidity. 
Some professed to have given their hearts to the living 
God. Christians felt that Jesus of Nazareth was passing 
by, and one and another prayed him to have mercy upon 
their kindred according to the flesh. 

Among the rest, I saw with feeble and tottering steps an- 
aged saint going up the aisle, to entreat the prayers of 
God's people for a backslider, if indeed her poor, dear 
husband had ever known the love of God ; and if not, that 
He, who hears prayer, would open his eyee to see the 
beauty there is in holiness, and lead him, even now, peni* 
tently to embrace religion. 

For Mr. Johnson was no longer a member of the 
church. Excommunicated for an awful sin, he wandered 
far from her whom he had solemnly vowed to love, cher* 
ish, and cleave to until death. 

Whatever might have been the reason of this alienation 
from the wife of his youth, in the day of judgment he will 
never plead discouragement as an excuse for his aggra- 
vated sin. 

Your affectionate friend. 
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COVETOUSNESS. 



In my last, my dear Mary, I recommended the strict- 
est attention to economy as a Christian duty. 

Now every good quality has some opposing evil ten- 
dency, so that when we would cultivate a virtue with any 
degree of assiduity, there is always danger of leaning 
towards a vice. To illustrate : The generosity of the 
noble 'Spirited man, without watchfulness, will degenerate 
into thoughtless profusion ; his judicious prudence and 
discrimination into cold suspicion and distrust ; and his 
well-meant habits of economy, cultivated with a humble 
desire of being useful, into downright covetousness. We 
cannot but feel, amid our most vigorous exertions for 
doing good, that we have constant need to watch, lest we 
overstep the proscribed bounds, and bring upon ourselves 
that which will defeat all our best formed purposes of 
improvement. 

Now no covetous person shall inherit the kingdom of 
heaven. This is not said to condemn those, who watch, 
and pray, and strive against sin, but of those, who allow 
themselves in it. Covetousness shows itself in many 
forms. The individual, who subscribes, liberally, to all 
the charities of the day, may still, in the sight of God, be 
guilty of this sin. There are many motives for these pub- 
lic charities, aside from the glory of God; and though no 
consistent Christian will ever stand aloof from them, or 
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think for one moment, that it is even desirable to be 
excused, from having a pin in all these moral edifices, 
that are rising ap, the glory of the church, you will feel 
that to meet the approbation of that God, who estimates 
our characters as a whole, there must be much rigid self 
scrutiny, lest, after all, you may in some form make an 
idol of self. 

In looking over the history of the ancient covenant peo- 
ple of God, one cannot but be struck with the many laws 
and regulations, made, as it would seem, on purpose to 
unlock the heart, and keep man, in his fallen, depraved 
state, from that spirit of selfishness, which deforms and 
degrades the whole human family. 

We find among the laws given to regulate the conduct 
of the Israelites, many, which strike directly at the root 
of covetousness. Such, for example, as tything their pos- 
sessions, providing for the stranger; laws respecting the 
sale of lands, also laws enjoining the sabbatical year, and 
the year of jubilee, when they were not allowed to culti- 
vate their lands; for though God then provided for his peo- 
ple by an unusual blessing upon the sixth year, there was 
something, in putting aside all endeavors to increase their 
property, which would have a tendency to check inordi- 
nate desires of gain, and give salutary lessons of their 
entire dependance upon God. The maintainance of Jew- 
ish worship was also expensive. It would seem as if all 
was directed, while it kept them a distinct people, to 
place such barriers around the heart, aa effectually, to 
keep out the sin of covetoBsness. 

The various calls upon the property of the Jews for re- 
ligious purposes are estimated at something like a third of 
their yearly income. 
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Ohy what a change would be produced in the moral 
world, would the church, at the present day, come up to 
this standard of giving. How soon should we hear the 
proclamation, that was made at the building of the Taber- 
nacle, Ex. xxxvi. 6; Let neither man nor woman make 
any more work for the offerings of the sanctuary. 

China would then have the Bible for her four hundred 
millions — ^Ethiopia would stretch out her hands to God; 
the isles of the seas be encompassed with his goodness, 
and the fullness of the Gentiles brought to Christ. 

Every reflecting, enlightened Christian is willing to 
labor for this object; and some are using the most rigid 
self-denial, — (it may be only here and there one,) banish- 
ing from their tables, furniture and dress, all that is not 
considered, absolutely, necessary. 

We will suppose the wife of a minister, — ^yourself if 
you i^ease, — to be constantly keeping this purpose in 
view. Your husband has a small salary, less than four 
hundred dollars. All you do to send the Bible — ^those 
leaves of the tree of life, which are for the healing of the 
nations — all you do must be done by rigid economy. You 
save this article ; * you lay the hand of retrenchment upon 
another, and still another, until the very effort of saving 
becomes a pleasure, and you wish to make what is called 
a good bargain ; pressing your claims for an article, when 
you know you have not paid its full value ; or exacting 
from another, more than you would be willing yourself to 
give. Here then, religion is dishonored, — God displeaa* 
ed, — ^and though all your gains should be poured into the 
treasury of the Lord, the offering would not be acceptable 
in his sight. 
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Or you can be unmindful of the claims of hospitality, 
giving the way-worn agent, or the minister of the gospel, 
who is abroad on his Master's business, a cold and unwel- 
come greeting; though the Saviour has told you to use 
hospitality without grudging, and assured you, that inas- 
much as ye do it unto one of the least of these his breth- 
ren, ye do it unto him. 

Here, my dear Mary, I can anticipate your look of 
remonstrance. You love consistency, and you do not 
wish one Christian duty cultivated, at the expense of anoth* 
er ; but you do not feel, that a love of saving, h^s any 
thing to do with the subject. 

There is no doubt but those, who have complained of a 
want of hospitality, may in some cases, at least, have 
traced this deficiency to unjustifiable liberties taken by 
themselves. 

For th^re are those, who appear to forget that the hos- 
pitable mansion of a minister is not a tavern, and the 
mistress of the family a landlady, to whom he is at perfect 
liberty, to suggest the same alterations in a bill of fare, 
that he would in a public house ; or require the same 
amount of attendance, that he would expect in an estab- 
lishment, where wealth, or a thriving business, supported 
a large retinue of domestics. But whatever obstacles 
there may be in the way, let none have sufficient influ- 
ence over your feelings, to prevent you, from opening 
your doors to strangers ; for many have thereby unawares 
entertained angels. 

It is every day business, laborious too, to live the life 
0^ a Christian, giving to each of the graces that proportion 
of time and thought, requisite to constitute a consistent 
believer. For it is not by the luxuriant growth of any 
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one trait of character, that God is honored ; but by the 
barmonions, well proportioned, and vigoroas adrancement 
of the whole. 

There is, however, a meanness in the indulgence of a 
spirit of covetousness, which is calculated to bring a 
greater wound upon religion, in the eyes of the world, 
than would be inflicted by the indulgence of other sins of 
a deeper die. 

When we study the character of Christ, we see that his 
great business was to do good. There is no part of his 
history, that does not leave on our minds the impression 
that he sought not his own ; and there are times, at least, 
when every Christian wishes to become assimilated to this 
glorious character, to feel a growing conformity to the will 
of God, and an absence of self in all its forms. When this 
spirit becomes general and abiding, will not the millen- 
nium have commenced among us ? 

Ah, it is like God to be ready to do good and to com- 
municate. The consistent Christian feels this ; and that 
he may be enabled to do it, he studies economy with such 
discrimination, as wholly to escape the love of gain, any 
further than it answers the great end of his existence — 
the glory of God. 

The warnings and threatenings, scattered throughout 
the whole Bible, against the sin of covetousness, are suffi- 
cient to call forth the serious attention, of every professed 
follower of Christ. God evidently, does not consider cov- 
etousness a small sin ; or one, in which his people have 
few temptations to indulge. Had he so considered it, 
much, that is said, would in all probability have been 
spared. 
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It would be easy to poiiit oat many ways, in which a 
coTetons spirit is indulged, in the ordinary business of 
life; but different persons, undoubtedly, understand the 
subject in different ways, and happy is he, who c<Hidemn- 
eth not himself, in that, which he allows. In conde- 
scension to our weakness, God, in the deplJis of his wis- 
dom, has given us a rule of duty, by which, if we are 
honest with ourselves, we may always know the path of 
rectitude. Whatsoever ye would, that men should do 
unto you, do ye even so unto them. How easy to apply 
this to the provision made for the wants and comfort of 
domestics and dependants. Were I in that station of life, 
would that satisfy me ? Were my child so situated, should 
I be happy ? If we find ourselves, from a love of gain, 
unmindful of the rights of our dependants, we may rest 
assured that God will not hold us guiltless. Ignorance on 
this subject, will never be an excuse in the last great day^ 
while the scriptures of the Old and New Testament are 
^read open before us ; and a law, written in our minds, 
guiding us into a knowledge of the will of God. Pardon 
the plainness, with which I have written, and believe that 
it arises from a desire that those, who see your works and 
labor of love, may have no evil thing to say of you ; but 
witnessing the perfect symmetry of your Christian char- 
acter, they may recognize the image of Christ, and be 
constrained to love that religion, which is exemplified in 
your life. 

. Tours as ever. 
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You ask, my dear Mary, if I consider it necessary to 
sacrifice one's independence to gratify a people ? To this 
inquiry, I unhesitatingly answer, no. 

All, that was recommended of meekness and humility 
in a former letter, is perfectly consistent with unqualified 
independence. So also is a wish to conciliate the good 
will of those, with whom you live. Indeed, I think the 
only way to secure, permanently, the affections of an in- 
telligent people, is to have, on all occasions, an opinion of 
your own. How else can they confide in you? This 
opinion, no doubt, ought, constantly^ to he regulated by 
the principles of the gospel; and if offered at all, offered 
with a spirit of humility, and with that regard to courtesy, 
which our holy religion requires. Yes, my dear Mary, 
think fo^ yourself, and regulate your conduct by your own 
ideas of right and wrong. 

Every community is made up of persons, differing as 
widely from each other, as any of them differ from you. 
This one thought, will shew you the impossibility, of meet- 
iilg the wishes of every individual, for this existing di- 
versity of taste, will put it out of your power to satisfy a 
people, by any one course of conduct, however unexcep- 
tionable that may be ; for what one might suppose, abso- 
4 
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lutely necessary, to support a respectable appearance, 
another would look upon as the height of extravagance, 
and altogether unsuited to your situation ; their ideas, in 
all cases, depending more or less upon the usages of the 
different circles, in which they had been accustomed to 
mingle, rather than upon any principle in itself right. 
Still, all go on without reflection, severally expecting, that 
their individual ideas of propriety, will regulate the con. 
duct of their minister's family. This idea may be illus- 
trated by an extract, from the life of Mrs. Huntington; 
a book, with which every minister's wife, and indeed 
every Christian, especially if she be a mother, ought to be 
acquainted. 

** How difficult, how hopeless is the task of pleasing 
every body ! A fortnight since a lady said to me with a 
tone and manner that gave peculiar emphasis to her 
words, ' How is it possible you can go out so much, visit 
your people so frequently, and be engaged in so many 
charitable societies, without neglecting your family V This 
week a different imputation has been attached to my con- 
duct. I am censured for doing so little in a public way, 
and confining myself so much to my family. I am ac- 
cused of want of interest in public charities, because I 
give them so little of my time and attention. Such differ- 
ent opinions are formed of the same conduct ! But the 
voice of wisdom bids me cease from man, whose breath is 
in his nostrils, and study to approve myself to God.'' 

Every woman, who has long been placed in the situa- 
tion, which Mrs. H. occupied, has undoubtedly seen some- 
thing of like diversity of taste; and if she has been a 
woman of delicate feelings, and a yielding temperament, 
probably she has made attempts to meet the wishes of the 
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people, which have had no effect but to unsettle her own 
mind, and to bring fresh censure upon her. 

No, it is a hopeless task to meet in all things the ap- 
probation of a people, who feel themselves at liberty to 
dictate as to the course, which a minister's wife shall pur- 
sue. The only way, in which a woman will succeed in 
being useful, is by following the dictates of conscience. 

To make this independence safe, enlighten conscience 
by constant study of the word of God. The Bible must 
be searched in reference to the duties, that devolve upon 
you as a wife, as a mother, as a friend, and as a Christian^ 
upon whom great responsibilities are laid. Having done 
this, separately carry these subjects before God, and plead 
with earnestness for grace faithfully to discharge these 
complicated duties, and then go away from the mercy-seat 
with a spirit of watchfulness, with a sense of the divine 
presence, and you will have nothing to fear. 

I do not say even then God will keep you from the strife 
of tongues. He may see that you idolize public opinion, 
and that to be the subject of censure, is the way, in which 
your dross and tin can best be purified. A part of his 
gracious covenant with his own chosen children is, that 
he will visit their iniquities with the rod, and their sins 
with stripes. 

Still I cannot but suppose that in pursuing this course, 
you have every reason to calculate upon the friendship of 
those, among whom you dwell. This diligent search after 
truth will make an impression upon the heart of a Chris- 
tian, which will shew itself in the life. After such inter- 
course with heaven, the face will shine, and those arou'nd 
you will take knowledge of you that you have been with 
Jesus ; and though there may be individual actions, of 
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which they may not approYe, the general tenor of your 
conduct will put to silence all, whose good opinion it * 
would be any compliment to you to possess. 

In every society there may be found some low minded 
persons, fitted by nature and education to be busy-bodies 
in other men's matters. About such people give yourself 
no uneasiness. Let them have no place in your thoughts 
or words, e:tcept to do them good. Be it your aim to fear 
God, but do not fear persons of this character. They 
are under the control of your heavenly Father , and can 
do nothing without his permission ; and who will harm 
you, if ye be followers of that, which is good ] 

I have written freely, for I consider the subject of fun- 
damental importance; and that it will save you much 
trouble to have an opinion formed in the out-set. 

At first view, it may perhaps seem unamiable not to be 
willing to sacrifice your feelings to the prejudices of those 
around you; and you are ready to inquire, is it not selfish 
for me not to relinquish this or that, when my neighbor, 
Mrs. A. thinks I ought. But by adopting Mrs. A.'s opin- 
ion, you have only gratified one friend. Mrs. B. has 
equal claims upon your consideration; and who can assure 
you that she will approve of the course you take? And 
after all, if you are a fit companion for a man of education 
and intelligence, why should you not be as capable of 
forming your own opinions, and directing your own course 
of conduct, as others are of doing it for you? But if, un- 
happily, you are not, there is at least one alternative. 
You can ask your husband at home. Happy would it be 
for the church could this truth be more firmly fixed in the 
minds of professing Christians generally. What an 
amount of suffering would be saved if the meddling and 
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officious would spare themselves the trouble of managing 
the concerns of their neighbors. 

Look at the subject which way you will, you are sure 
at last to come at the same result. And furthermore^ 
an amiable, conciliating disposition, is not always the 
governing motive in our endeavors to secure popular favor. 
This, no doubt, oflen springs from pride and self-love, for 
one may easily choose popularity for its own sake, without 
having God or his people in all 'their' thoughts. But if 
the desires are holy, if in all our ways we acknowledge 
God, he will direct our paths. The condition is not 
hard, while the promise annexed is ever a cordial to the 
heart which confides in the Lord. 

Ever your affectionate friend. 
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Nothing should be farther from the heart of a minister's 
wife than the wish to be deemed, by the polite world, a 
fashionable woman. You will not mistake me, my dear 
Mary, or for a moment suppose I would advocate vulgar- 
ity, or proscribe the decencies of life. 

There is, however, a wide difference between a love 
of fashion, and a respect for the innocent customs of 
well bred people. The idea, which I would convey is, 
that fashion should occupy but a small part of your 
thoughts. 

In your intercourse with the parish, ever keep in view 
the high and' holy calling of your husband, endeavoring to 
let nothipg manifest itself in your deportment, calculated 
to counteract his efforts, to elevate the affections of his 
people above the gratification of earthly desires, and earthly 
objects. 

Man is a groveling creature. His heart finds much, 
upon which to centre. When be looks upon the world, 
be sees that, which gratifies the lust of the flesh, and the 
pride of life; but these things are all calculated, in their 
nature, to draw away the heart fi'om God. Therefore, 
instead of indulgence, they need continually to be watch- 
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ed and guarded; and those precepts, which are given upon 
this subject in the pulpit, should constantly be enforced by 
the example of the family circle. 

In this way you will indeed prove an effectual helpmeet 
to your husband. 

I can see no reason, why the wife of a minister should 
feel called upon to visit, where at least a part of the enjoy- 
ment does not consist in communion with God. A lady, 
who invites a large concourse of people to be crowded 
together in a dense mass, while a waiter continually cir- 
culates refreshments, does not, ordinarily at least, do it 
with the expectation of communion with God, or the ben- 
efit of Christian fellowship. Shall I add, she can hardly 
expect to realize even the common pleasure arising 
from social intercourse. It is, it must be, a heartless 
ceremony. 

"Do," said a little child, who was sent with compli- 
ments from his mother, ''do pray come, for mama says 
she longs to have it over.'' 

The addition made by the untaught simplicity of the 
child may usually be supplied by the common sense of the 
guest. All the world knows that genuine piety and true 
friendship have more direct methods for ensuring enjoy- 
ment, than by making one of a large and fashionable 
party. There is, to be sure, nothing in the coming to- 
gether of a large number, that need prevent religious en- 
joyment; but that it does have this effect with the majority 
of people is very obvious. Most Christians will heartily 
concur in the opinion, that large parties, to say the least 
of them, are very unprofitable. For myself I can see no 
reason why we should think that God is ever glorified by 
them. 
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Bat my business is not with fashionable parties. My 
only object in what I hare said is, to persuade the wives 
of clergymen to stand aloof from such exhibitions of 
fashion. Surely we have no call to mingle in scenes like 
these. 

The woman, who is faithful in those parts of domestic 
labor, which, in our country, devolve upon persons in the 
middle walks of life, must find that the common courte- 
sies of society, such as attention to strangers, fashionable 
calls, d&c. &c. together with the ordinary occupations, 
consume much of her time, and leave her little leisure 
either for the book or pen. 

These same family duties are incumbent upon a minis- 
ter's wife, while attention is to be paid to the poor, the 
sick, the afflicted, and the young, which, together with the 
oversight of charitable and religious societies, are all 
considered her appropriate sphere of actios. How, then, 
can a woman be faithful to her family, faithful in parish 
duties, and faithful to the religious interests of her hus- 
band's people, and yet find time for a punctilious regard 
to the rules of etiquette. 

My dear Mary, be persuaded never to attempt it. Soci- 
ety has no such claims upon you. Throw aside, then, 
the wish to be a fashionable woman. Be it yours to sit 
down in the humble dwelling of the poor« talking of Jesus 
and his salvation to those, who have few means of instruc- 
tion; and at the habitation of the unbeliever, with the 
tract, that silent messenger of mercy to so many thousands; 
and be oflen in the dwellings of affliction, at the fireside 
of the widow, and let the aged find yours an arm, upon 
which, they can safely lean. 



Digitized by 



Google 



EHPLOTMSNT OF TIME. 45 

O, how does such a view of the great end of our being 
make one loathe the thought of being a fashionable 
woman, giving genteel parties, being complimented for a 
tasteful display of furniture, a well arranged table, hand- 
some pastry, &;c. &;c. 

To meet the approbation of our great Pattern, we must 
drink so deeply into his spirit as to inortify the corrupt 
propensities, which do spring up even in the bosoms of the 
good ; so that we live for God ; this was the spirit of our 
Savior, and if we have not his spirit we are none of his. 
Pray, therefore, that you and I may rise superior to these 
propensities, and that we may, continually, feel that God 
requires us to be examples of holy living. 

The faithful discharge of your various duties will of 
course bring you much into society. Think not that 
every person, whom you oblige, will be grateful ; or that 
every well meant endeavor for the general good, will be 
kindly received. 

Were I pointing out a method, by which you could gain 
popularity, I should advise you never to make any stren- 
uous efforts to get up benevolent associations. But you 
will recollect that there is a woe pronounced upon those, 
of whom all. speak well. And you will not, I trust, be 
disheartened, if you meet opposition, while endeavoring 
to diffuse, so far as in your power, a spirit of active be- 
nevolence: if some, even in the church, should excuse 
themselves from giving, because yourself or some other 
Christian, occupies a better house, or has better furniture 
than they have. No ; you will not be discouraged, but 
will remember that in all your efforts, you must use your 
own judgment, enlightened by the word of God and by 
prayer ; for the very individuals^ who complain of profa« 
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sion, would be the first to remonstrate against any system 
of retrenchment. 

These things if you would be useful, must neither offend 
or discourage you. At all times be the uniform friend of 
the people, and pray, and strive, and pray again, that no 
unkiadness may so alienate you, but that in all circum- 
stances you can still serve them. 

If a humble desire to be useful is the first object with 
you, the opinion of the world will never be necessary to 
your happiness. 

1 have said that ceremonious visits you ought not to 
pay; and I am inclined to think that for the family of a 
minister, short calls, in which religion shall have a promi- 
nent part in conversation, are more profitable than visits, 
however unceremonious. 

Does not such a view of this branch of your duty make 
you exclaim, who is sufficient for these things ? 

At such a moment, how delightful to think of an Al- 
mighty arm, powerful to aid you. How delightful, too, 
to reflect upon the many sure promises, which glow, and 
shine, and sparkle on the bright pages of inspiration. 
Dear Mary, what could we do without them? Indeed, 
we have not a High Priest, who cannot be touched with 
the feelings of our infirmities, and he will guide and 
direct you in your intercourse with the people. 

I once enjoyed an interview with an aged Christian, 
remarkable for her attainments in piety. Speaking of 
going out, she remarked, ** I never make a visit without 
first going into my closet, and asking the blessing of God 
upon it." If Christians always met thus, how profitable 
would visiting become. Whatever may be the practice of 
the pious, generally, you will have no expectation of doing 
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good, unless God by his spirit go with yon, and you will 
feel it a privilege, not only to visit your closet, but you 
will, continually, be lifting up your heart for a blessing 
both in the house and by the way. And the expectations 
of those, who thus wait before him in faith, God will in 
no wise despise. He will bend hi»ear to the voice of your 
prayer ; your own Christian graces will be strengthened ; 
your heart will glow with love and good will to all man- 
kind ; and who can tell but your kind and faithful warn- 
ings will be owned and blessed of God to the salvation of 
souls. 

Ever your affectionate friend. 
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THE 81N OF THE ATHENUNS. 

Tbe BiUe incidentally informs us, that it was tbe char* 
acter of the Athenians to spend their time in hearing or 
telling some new thing. 

Happy would it be for the church and the world, if this 
habit had been confined to the heathen nations of olden 
time. But who has not had occasion to realize, that this 
mode of spending an existence, of which we have a strict 
account to render, has been adopted in modern days. 

May I hope to be excused for touching upon this sub- 
ject in a letter to the wife of a minister ? For you my dear 
Mary, will be affected, not only by your own habits, but 
by those of others. Yours is a situation, which requires 
great prudence and discretion. How ofien has a whisper 
separated chief friends ; how often has the peace and 
quiet of a whole neighborhood been disturbed, by a pro- 
pensity to communicate something new, or by that med- 
dling, officious spirit, which must regulate all the affairs 
of the community, in which it is located. 

Such a character is always a trial to the wise and the 
good of every society, in which it is found. Suffer not 
such a person to be among the number of your friends ; 
for it will be impossible for you to escape unharmed from 
his toils. 
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You will therefore, when placed among those^ wboae 
business it is to investigate the concerns of the whole 
neighborhood, lifl up your heart to him, who is able. to 
keep you; and let all your words be such as you can 
meet in any company, such as you would be willing the 
universe should hear you utter. 

Such people, however, are very artful ; and your un- 
suspecting heart, ere you are aware, may place you in 
circumstances of difficulty and trial. To avoid this, it 
will be well to have a few general rules in your mind, to 
which on all occasions you shall strictly adhere. 

In the first place, be not communicative. It is always 
best to say little of your own plans and purposes in any 
society. The world at large will feel but little interest in 
them, and it is safe to keep them within your own bosom. 
There they can offend no one. There they will excite 
the envy of no one. Often that, which is perfectly proper^ 
may be so much distorted by being related a number of 
times, that when you meet the remark as having fallen 
from yourself, it seems entirely new. 

But it will not be enough that you should not be com- 
municative. You must not listen with even the appear- 
ance of approbation to any one, who has the spirit of a 
gossip ; pardon the term, it is indeed low, and so is the 
art, for which it stands ; and which you will always find 
more prevalent among the uneducated, than in circles 
composed of those, whose minds are stored with valuable 
learning. 

It will be difficult so to select your society as not, occa- 
sionally, to be thrown among those, who will give you the 
private history of all their acquaintance, together with all 
the mortifying circumstances, that belong to the vaiious 
5 
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iMranches of each family. These will sometimea be so 
repeated as to excite your surprise and to draw from you 
an occasional exclamation, which suitably modified, will 
be spread before the next listener. Hence arises the ne* 
cessity of great caution, while in the society of persons 
of this character. 

For the sake of your children, you would manifest no 
pleasure in such details ; for their sake, too, you would 
avoid taking any part in conversations of this character ; 
for it is by your example, rather than your precepts, that 
you educate your family. Curiosity in young minds is 
both natural and desirable ; the only difficulty, that will 
probably arise, will be. from its improper direction. Chil- 
dren, if not entirely stupid, will feel an interest in some- 
thing beyond themselves. They perhaps, unconsciously, 
look to you to direct their pursuits. How necessary, then, 
for their sakes, that your own opinions should be judi- 
ciously formed ; and that your practice should be such as 
'Ought to arise from enlightened, Christian views of duty. 
Unless you have personally known those, who spend 
their time in hearing and telling, you cannot measure the 
importance to yourself and family of avoiding their so- 
ciety. O, I entreat you, guard your children in every 
possible way from such an influence. Pour continually 
wholesome instruction into their minds, and never, no 
never let them see you interested in neighborhood gossip, 
in any of its forms. 

You have also another motive, the comfort of the cir- 
'Cle, by which you are surrounded. One meddling female 
will inevitably bring much trouble upon her acquaintance. 
Whisperers and back-biters will have a fearful account to 
render. Watch the progress of this great evil, and you 
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will alirays fiod it grows prolific in uncultiyated minds. 
Instead, therefore, of giving, in any way, your counte- 
nance to this sin, pour, with delicacy and kindness, useful 
instruction into the minds of the ignorant. Give their 
cariosity some useful bias. This the activity of the pres- 
sent age may abundantly supply, in the form of Lyceum 
lectures, charitable associations, and in that flood of books, 
suited to every variety of taste. You will, I believe I 
may say, you never will find an intelligent, cultivated^ 
reading woman, on the list of gossips. She may indeed 
possess the requisite curiosity ; but it has other and more 
satisfying means of gratifying itself, than by meddling 
with neighborhood scenes. 

You see, my dear friend, by what motives you are urged 
to watch against the introduction of this evil into your 
circle ; what motives for guarding yourself from even a 
remote participation in the guilt of those, who are busy* 
bodies. By its indulgence, religion is deeply dishonored ; 
and the usefulness of yourself, and perhaps your family 
hindered, or altogether destroyed, while hundreds of hearts 
are made to bleed. Religion is first pure, then peacea- 
ble ; but these delightful fruits of piety are never found 
in the train of the busy-body. 

You will not understand me to say that the ChristiaDy 
who would live godly in Christ Jesus, must never have or 
express an opinion. This, even if it were in your power, 
you would find altogether undesirable. You may, you 
are aware, form your own standard of* right and wrongs 
and abide by your own decisions, without making them a 
sabject of conversation. 

I have full confidence that your love of religion, and of 
•n the variety of kindred topics, which come under the 



Digitized by 



Google 



5» LETTER VII. 

general term of subjects of genera) iroproventent, will 
always furnish not only a conyersational fund, but safe 
and agreeable employment for all your moments of leisure, 
if indeed such moments are ever yours. 

Any one family of tolerable respectability may do much 
for the circle in which they move ; the means being sug- 
gested by constantly occurring circumstances. But your 
hope of success, while you pursue these labors, must be, 
principally, among the young. This is your field of em* 
ployment, emphatically yours, and you will delight to 
occupy the ground. With watchful vigilance to patronize 
every solid pursuit, yourself planning and recommending 
sources of improvement, thus giving a useful bias to minds, 
that, unaided, might have done incalculable mischief in 
society. 

You will have it in your power to exert much indirect in- 
fluence towards finishing the Christian character. You will 
always feel, that whatever softens the natural disposition, 
and refines the feelings, will be useful. It recommends 
the religion of the pious, while in those, whose hearts are 
unchanged, it may prove a means of fitting them to re- 
ceive serious impressions. Nothing is to be disregarded 
as useless, which may have even a remote tendency to pre- 
pare the heart for the service of God. 

" Is it not to be regretted," said a young Christian, 
to a servant of Jesus, " that so little time is spent in con* 
versing upon experimental religion?" "Perhaps not," 
said the clergyman ; ** if we wish a hill of corn to grow, 
we draw up the surrounding earth, and feel that we are 
doing more to promote this object, than we should by 
constant efibrts at the root.^ 
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Whether your direct ohject would be to discoantepance 
a tale-bearing, meddlesome disposition, or otherwise, you 
will undoubtedly do God service by encouraging, as much 
as it may be in your power, the efforts of the young for 
the improvement of their minds. This subject was deem- 
ed of sujficient importance by our heavenly Father to be 
made, through an apostle, the subject of an express com- 
mand : — Add to your faith, virtue ; to virtue, knowledge. 
Obedience to the apostolic injunction would save many a 
family from the uncomfortable scenes, that usually follow 
in the train of those whose business it is to hear and tell 
some new thing. 

It is a delightful spectacle to see a family circle all in- 
terested in the same useful volume ; one reading, while 
the rest pursue some quiet employment, listening to the 
perusal of the book, enjoying observations from parents 
and elder brothers, calculated, by bringing in collateral 
subjects, to shed light on the theme which engrosses their 
attention. Family reading cannot be too highly recom-* 
mended. Mental cultivation, secured by such a course, 
would give safe employment for that curiosity, which, left 
to its own unbiassed inclinations, might sow discord and 
contention throughout its entire circle of acquaintance. 

Yours as ever. 



•6 
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CONSISTENCY. 



The world, my dear Mary, has no right to expect per- 
fection from any of its fallen inhabitants. But one soli- 
tary example has ever shed its radiance over this dark- 
ened scene ; and then its unlikeness to depraved man 
was evinced by the cry of, " Crucify him, crucify him." 

Still we are to keep in mind the importance of a high 
standard of action ; and to feel, though perfect rectitude 
may not be attainable, that the world has a right to cal- 
culate upon your consistency ; that this they wilf and 
ought to expect. 

It becomes then an important question with every 
Christian, am I consistent ? Those around me see that 
I am always in my accustomed ][dace on the Sabbath, and 
they see too that I love the spot where prayer is wont to 
be made. This is the stand that every Christian is bound 
to take. The world will see it, and acknowledge it in 
perfect keeping with the professions you have made of 
supreme love to God ; but they will not stop here. Reli- 
gion is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 
entreated. They will watch for these fruits in your fam- 
ily ; they will expect them in your intercourse with the 
world ; and if they see you passionate, o^'erbearing or sel- 
fish but for once, a stain is brought upon your piety. If 



Digitized by 



Google 



COFTSISTENCT. 65 

they see 70a habitually so, yoar consistency 19 gone, and 
your influence, as a Christian, will be little felt. 

Or if, in your intercourse with the world, you are orer* 
reaching, always bringing every action to bear upon your 
own advantage, though you should not actually transgress 
any of the rules of honesty, there will be perceptible that 
spirit of selfishness, and that love of gain, which mani* 
festly is not in accordance with the profession of supreme 
devotedness, evinced by a constant attendance upon the 
public worship of God. 

It will be vain that your gifts are munificent when a 
subscription is called for, it will be in vain that you are 
first in every benevolent enterprise ; for there may be sin* 
ister motives in all these fair acts, and however far you 
may be from the indulgence of any wish for display, or 
iirom any other unholy feeling, the world will not thus ac» 
quit you, if they witness in your domestic arrangements 
that which does not accord with such a spirit 

Unbelief and irreligion, my dear Mary, have eagle eyes ; 
and while they see you abroad active in duty, they will 
certainly acquaint themselves with the manner in which 
your children are employed at home. Think not that I 
would make public opinion a standard of right and wrong. 
That standard is on(y to be found in the Bible; while 
with the Christian, the bve and fear of God will always be 
impelling motive? in action. 

It sometimes, however, happens that want of self-scru- 
tiny and self-knowledge leads individuals into that course 
of conduct which their principles altogether discard ; and 
in this way inconsistencies creep into the church which 
greatly mar the beauty of God's heritage, and which we 
have every reason lo believe will be a means of keeping 
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soulfl from the kingdom o^ heaven. True God has given 
the Bible as a rule of faith and practice ; and whoever 
turns aside from this perfect standard, and affects to dis- 
believe the truths of the gospel, because the lives of pro* 
fessors of religion are not in accordance with its pure and 
holy principles — whoever does this, does it unsanctioned, 
does it in his follj. Still, who would be the instrument of 
delusion to an undying spirit ? Who, under any possible 
circumstances, could endure the thought of standing in 
the way of the salvation of a soul ? This, however, is the 
position always taken by the inconsistent Christian. 

It becomes, then, my dear Mary, an Jmperious duty ta 
watch, and pray, and strive against inconsistency, in all 
its forms, lest unknowingly, when you so ardently desire 
to be useful, all your attempts may be frustrated by some 
fatal discrepancy between principle and practice, some 
lurking inconsistency, hidden from your own view, but 
obvious to all around you. 

O, it is every day business to know ourselves, to appre- 
ciate all the motives of a deceitful heart, and to look at 
actions, divested of bearings that give them a wrong ap- 
pearance. Our moral optics may easily be rendered dim 
by the influence of depraved inclinations. Few actions 
are viewed by us as they are by God, who notices every 
secret spring of thought and feeling. 

I have an anecdote in point. Of its troth I am well 
assured. A female professor of religion, at a meeting of 
a branch of the church, whose members were accoslomed 
to speak of their Christian experience, and to feel that 
their meetings were unlike those for ordinary purposes ; 
tbet they were in the character of a family party, where 
ihe welfare of brethren and sisters was alike Mar, alike 
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necessary to the prosperity of the family ; at such a meet- 
ii^, a female professor dwelt upon the importance of doing 
good ; spoke of the favored lot of the missionary, and 
even said that^ at times, she felt that she could leave borne 
and country, and go and tell the heathen of the joys of 
religion. This woman, perhaps, was sincere ; at any rate, 
she doubtless believed she was, and none thought of ac. 
cusing her of hypocrisy, or a wish to deceive others, 
though she had at that moment a sick daughter, suffering 
for the necessaries of life, which she was perfectly well 
able to provide. 

If one so situated had in reality the spirit of missionary 
enterprise, surely it must have arisen from something 
beside a desire to perform duty, a single wish to serve and 
glorify God. The love of excitement, of new scenes of 
fame, or some other passion no less objectionable, mnst 
have been the ruling motive. So, doubtless, hundreds 
deceive themselves, and individuals may applaud their dis* 
interested benevolence and their holy zeal. But He, who 
looks upon the heart, will pronounce such incense an 
abomination ; ^hile a gainsaying world points the finger 
of scorn, glad to descant upon the inconsistency of the 
deed. 

Our first duties lie in the circle nearest to as ; and it is 
seldom safe to leave these unperformed, that we may pass 
over to more distant spheres. Patient attention to a sick 
and suffering friend, daily ministering to his wants, and 
bearing, with an equal spirit, the fretful ness and impa- 
tience so frequently produced by disease, will, may we not 
suppose, be as acceptable' in the sight of God, as the kind 
of self-denial imposed by the labors of even the mission"* 
try. 
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Here you will not mistake me, my dear Mary. The 
whole heart of the Christian, must and ever will rejoice in 
the character of the missionary ; it is beloved, and ail hiB 
interests are unspeakably dear. While the Christian en- 
joys the comforts of his own fireside, he realizes that the 
missionary could never have forsaken all the endearments 
of his native land, without that ardent piety, which alone 
can be enkindled by the habitual practice of hidden du- 
ties, and the daily cultivation of devout affections, whose 
glow and warmth none may have witnessed but Him, who 
seeth in secret. 

Hidden, deep-rooted, vital godliness, is no doubt the 
mainspring of benevolent enterprise, the foundation, 
broad and deep, of all the active piety that is acceptable 
to God. A careful observer, however, will not fail to no- 
tice that true benevolence has its counterfeit in the world, 
exhibiting itself in fruitless wishes to do good in some un- 
occupied situation ; or to excite wonder by some great 
thing, so distant and so important, as to engross universal 
attention, while it has no taste for the quiet performance 
of those humble services, which lie hidden in the vale of 
obscurity, however manifest their importance, or imperi- 
ous their obligation. 

It may not be impossible, that the apostle had this class 
of persons in view, when he wrote that part of his epistle 
to the Corinthians, which pronounces a higher eulogium 
upon the affections, than upon the most active benevo* 
lence, or even martyrdom itself, suffered from any inferior 
motive. 

No, yon will not suspect your friend of undervaluing 
the services of our missionary brethren, or the importance 
of missionary labor. The sole object of these remarks b 
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to deepen in m j own heart an unpression of the impov 
tanee of eonsistencj, and by way of remembrance^ to stir 
op yoor pore mind to the performance d those qaiet sot- 
▼ices, which are in danger of being Oferlooked in times of 
more than ordinary activity. 

Consistency, while it is acceptaUe in the sight of God, 
will always honor religion in the Tiew of the world. The 
law of God, in all its length and breadth, will be cordially 
received by those, who, renewed by the Holy Spirit, have 
become assimilated to his character ; and every departure 
from this perfect standard, will be met with such a spirit as 
Paul possessed, when he exclaimed, O wretched man that 
I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death ? — 
his sins being as loathsome to him, as the dead body fafr- 
tened to the living criminal, a mode of punishment then 
sometimes practiced. Indeed, the attainments of the 
Christian may well be measured by his aversion to sin ; 
for just in the proportion that he loves holiness, sin will 
become offensive to him ; just in that proportion he is be* 
coming like God. And, ray dear friend, there is nothing 
on the part of the Almighty, to prevent you and me from 
having even greater measures of holiness than were pos- 
sessed by Pauf, or by Enoch while he walked with God. 
Surely, these are powerful motives to impel the Christian 
onward. 

The victory, however, will not be easily won. Many 
a sharp conflict will be endiired, before the old man with 
his deeds will be put off. The kingdom of heaven suffiereth 
violence, and the violent take it by force. 

When the Christian reads such a declaration as this, 
he should forever dismiss the expectation of being consis- 
tent, without the most painful and protracted efforts. He 
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mast calculate on many a mortifying defeat in his purpose 
of holy living. Still, even in this prostrate condition, he 
may make profitable attainments. A consciousness of 
depravity and of indvi^elling sin, will lead to a renunciation 
of self; to a firmer grasp on the doctrine of the atonement ; 
and while he girds on the whole gospel armor, under a 
humiliating sense of personal deficiency, he adores the 
provision made in the counsels of infinite Wisdom for his 
■salvation, and pants with unutterable desires to live before 
God, in a manner, which becomes the recipient of such 
unmerited favors. 

In this way, paradoxical as it may seem, even the sins 
of the Christian, through the goodness of God, may sub- 
serve his growth in grace ; may be among the 'all things,' 
that work together for the good of the believer. 

The child of God may sometimes be advancing in holi* 
ness; becoming more devoted, when he supposes his 
progress retrograde. 

You recollect the visit of Christian to the house of the 
interpreter ; it was only when the full light of day was 
poured upon the room of reptiles, that he was made con- 
scious of their close vicinity. Now let us, my dear friend, 
draw encouragement from this suggestion ; and when, in 
answer to prayer, God lifts the vail, and pours in the 
needed light, instead of relaxing in our efforts aHer con- 
sistency, let us look upward, with ardent desires, for the 
whole gospel armor, contented to feel the entire life of 
the Christian, a warfare to be maintained, until we 
enter a heaven of endless rest, — an abode of perfect 
peace. 

Yours as ever. 
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THE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS. 



My dear Mary. — You tell me your brother was highly 
delighted with the sentiments expressed in my last. Now 
as I know your brother to be an opposer of missions, the 
compliment was far from giving me pleasure, and I hasten 
briefly to sketch the other side of the picture. 

In whatever manner people may speculate upon the 
condition of the heathen, and the mercy of God, I see 
not why a believer in the authenticity of the scriptures 
should for a moment question his obligation to difluse a 
knowledge of the Bible. 

But with the Christian, the duty must be of paramount 
obligations ; for how can he remember the intense agony 
of the garden and the cross, without the strongest desire 
to have the purposes of the Redeemer accomplished, 
to have him see of the travail of his soul and be satis- 
fied. 

In his moments of abstraction from the world, with min- 
gled emotions of gratitude, sorrow and love, the Christian 
pictures to himself the mountain of Galilee, where by ap- 
pointment the first church had met. What hour could be 
more intensely interesting ? That, which had been shadow- 
6 
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ed forth for so many thousand years, was now aecom* 
plbhed ; and though pride of heart had been humbled, 
through the manner, by which God had chosen to redeem 
Israel, still they believed they saw their Leader. True, 
their countenances were sad at the assurance, which 
slow and reluctantly, they had admitted, that no tem- 
poral conquests awaited them ; that Christ came not to 
crush the Roman eagle, or to place the little province of 
Judea above the Mistress of the world. Still he had 
accomplished that, which was infinitely greater ; he had 
made an atonement for all mankind ; he had conquered 
the last enemy, and risen triumphant, over death and the 
grave. 

This was indeed an hour, such as they had not even 
dared to expect ; and as they gathered around the risen 
Savior, how must their spirit have died within them, as 
he upbraided them for the hardness of their hearts ; and 
with what intense and glowing interest must they have 
fistened to his last command, ''Go ye into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature,'^ — and then 
watched his lessening figure, as from that consecrated 
mount he rose above the toils and sorrows of this lower 
world, and forever sat down at the right hand of God. 

That which they understood from sense, we must 
receive by faith ; and considering ourselves one with 
those, to whom this last command was given, what pos- 
sible excuse can we give, if, when he comes again to 
judge the world, when every eye shall see him, what 
possible excuse can we oiSer, if as individuals, we have 
not obeyed this last command ; a command as binding 
upon you and me, as upon the little band, who witnessed 
.the glorious scene. 
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Not an individual has a right to consider himself an 
unconcerned spectator. The command is to all, and all 
are bound personally to obey it, unless they have such an 
answer, as they will willingly give to the risen Redeemer, 
at his second coming. 

And, my dear Mary, there would have been no excuse 
for the neglect of this duty, had our Savior been less 
explicit in his commands. 

Every one knows, that the Bible contains the best code 
of laws, the world has ever seen. Every one knows that 
those commands, given to the Christian to regulate his 
feelings, and to influence his practice, are beyond any 
thing hitherto discovered, fitted to advance his happiness 
in the present world. Of course, if we do know anything 
of that pure benevolence, which requires us to love others 
as we love ourselves, we shall certainly send them that 
gospel, which has had such a salutary effect upon our own 
enjoyment ; and which we consider so wonderfully adapt- 
ed to promote the best good of all mankind. Would you 
relinquish your Bible for any earthly good ? I know you 
would not ; and can you be said to love others as you love 
yourself, until you have put forth all your energies to ex- 
tend this knowledge to every creature ? This we could 
not excuse ourselves from doing, if there were no here- 
after. This we should be bound to do to promote the 
greatest temporal good. 

But there is an hereafter. There is a heaven, into 
which nothing can enter, which is impure, or which loves 
or makes a lie. 

Whoever has become acquainted with the practices of 
heathen nations, as made known through the various 
communications of the missionary, will be sensiblei thai 
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the whole body of the heathen must be shut oot of 
heaven : Why 1 Because God is not willing that they 
should enter? No, God has extended his invitation to all 
mankind. Whosoever will, let him come ; and to us the com- 
mission was given, to see that the dying millions had the 
requisite teachings. Upon whom, then, will be the balme 
if the heathen remain uninstructed. 

If God should withdraw all his prohibitions, which he 
never will do, and introduce the workers of iniquity into 
his immediate presence ; what would there be, in the na- 
ture of this happiness, that could possibly yield them satis- 
faction ? Filled with every abomination, what would there 
be in the holiness of God, in the songs of the seraphs, or 
the errands of love and mercy, in which the angelic hosts 
are employed, that would possibly be heaven to the un^ 
holy. If they would not understand the invisible glory of 
God, his eternal power and Godhead, as exhibited in the 
works of creation, who will complain that God has given 
them up to be filled with all unrighteousness ? The lim- 
ited light and knowledge, which they had, and by which 
they will be judged, they have so misimproved, that we 
have reason to suppose God lias withdrawn from them the 
influences of his Spirit, as he did firom the antediluvians, 
and from the heathen nations, which the apostle Paul de- 
scribes in his epistle to the Romans. 

£very account we have of their practices, represents 
them as living in the unrestrained indulgence of all those 
evil passions and propensities, which, of necessity, will 
render them so unlike God, that, place them where you 
may, it will be impossible for them to be happy. 

Revelation, however, has not left this point to be set- 
tled by unaided reason. The Bible clearly explains to us 
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what class of persons will be without the city. And all 
missionaries bear united testimony, that heathen nations 
must rank with those, who are given up to the practice of 
falsehood, licentiousness, and iniquity, in its most revolt- 
ing forms. 

With this view of the subject, let us associate the last 
command of our blessed Redeemer ; and if it is in the 
power of disinterested motives, to affect our practice, it 
must be affected by these. 

And now, my dear Mary, I can anticipate your feelings. 
You are crushed with the recollection that you are a poor 
minister's wife, and that while souls, in such countless 
multitudes, are entering unprepared into the unseen world^ 
it is almost literally nothing that you can do. But this 
state of mind will endure but for a season. You will re- 
collect that nothing is expected of you, but the right use 
of such means as yon possess. If God had required you 
to be munificent in your gifts, he would not, in his provi- 
dence, have cast your lot among those, who, as a class, 
are proverbially pooir. 

The families of clergymen, however, should remember, 
that, while their gifls are those of the poor, their styhofliv, 
ing should by no means resemble that of the rich. By such 
timely reflection they may rescue that, which, with the bless- 
ing of God, will do much. I do not suppose the gratifica- 
tion of taste, in itself considered, a sin ; but what Christian, 
having the Spirit of his Master, would not prefer the luxury 
of doing good to the perishing heathen, to elegant furni- 
ture or costly apparel ? 

There is, my dear Mary, another way, in which the be- 
nevolent feelings of your heart may be gratified. You can 
diffuse a missionary spirit into the minds of the yoong ;, 
•6 
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and awaken the slumbering energies of the more advanced. 
A woman, whose heart is imbued with a spirit of obedience 
to the commands of God, — who feels the worth of the soul, 
can in any situation of life do that, for which the blessing 
of thousands ready to perish can come upon her. O, if it 
is only in thy heart to do good, dear Mary, God himself 
will open upon you a thousand channels, through which 
your benevolent feelings may flow, fertilizing many a moral 
waste. Yes, a thousand ways, in which you can render 
yourself useful to the millions of heathen lands. O, for a 
deeper sense of the worth of souls, and of the evanescent 
nature of all worldly good. 
The hour is coming when 

" Thrones will be toys, 
And eaith and skies seem dust upon the scale/' 

In that day of dread realities, how will the selfish, 
worldly Christian, shrink from the piercing eye of his 
Judge ; when he remembers that he has neglected the 
heathen, and wasted his time and thoughts upon trifles 
lighter than air. The selfish Christian 1 What a contra- 
diction in terms, when the entire spirit of the gospel 
teaches a renunciation of self. Indeed, my friend, we 
should doubt our title to the name of a Christian, when 
the instruction of the heathen is not preferred to any self- 
ish gratification. We shonld doubt oor union to Christ 
any farther than we recognize his spirit in«our lives. 

In the growing interest of this sacred theme, I had 
almost forgotten the origin of my epistle. You will, if 
you please, say to your brother, that this is no new view 
of duty. I have always supposed that one might feel the 
deepest interest in the heathen^ and at the same time sse 
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the necessity of guarding against those false conceptions 
of right, the legitimate fruits of a depraved heart, which, 
overlooking the immediate duties of a narrow sphere, 
might expend all its sympathies upon fields, where there 
was no call for the individual to labor. 

The cause of missions is certainly not the proscribed 
field. While faithful to every parish duty, you, my dear 
friend, can and must make your influence, limited as it 
is, tell on all the heathen world. 

Do not suffer yourself to believe that in some undefined 
way, the mercy of God will rescue the heathen. It is not 
in the nature of holiness to make the unchanged heart 
happy. That this change is not afiected here, the entire 
practice of the heathen testifies ; and there is nothing in 
death, that could possibly purify ; nothing in the society 
of the lost spirits, that will ever reform or change them. 
As the tree falls, so it will lie. There your brethren, 
dear Mary, are by thousands daily entering on the retri- 
butions of eternity, i O, enter into your closet, and shut 
the door ; plead long and fervently ; and thus go forth, 
and labor faithfully in your appointed sphere ; and eternity 
alone will disclose the influence of your conduct, on the 
hairiness of the heathen. 

Ever your friend. 
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EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENTS. 

Dear Mart, — Our correspondence is growing info 
quite a volume. To give a little variety, and show you 
the opinions of those well qualified to >udge of the duties, 
which cluster around your pathway, I will give you a few 
extracts from private correspondence. Perhaps, however, 
I take too great a liberty; these letters were pnly designed 
for the eye of the individual, to whom they were ad- 
dressed. 

The two first extracts are from one, who, in the rela- 
tions of daughter, sister and parent, has through her entire 
life, been connected with the families of clergymen. 

Vernumtf April 9S, ISSt. 

'' The time has truly come, when ministers may be 
said to have no abiding place. Happy for them and the 
church, if it makes them more like their divine Master, 
who had not where to lay his head ; or like the ancient 
worthies, who wandered aboat, being destitute, forsaken 
and afflicted. Are not these things to teach them, and to 
make them feel, too, that they are strangers and pilgrims 
on earth ; and as the latter day glory approaches, will not 
the ambassadors of Christ be called to greater trials, more 
■elf-denial, more ardttotts atitiggles against every aelfisb 
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principle, than hitherto they have endured. Still, dear 
C, I cannot be reconciled to the modern doctrine, that 
it is best for ministers to be changing from place to place ; 
and to be dismissed with as little ceremony and feeling, I 
might almost say, as we change our domestics. I oflen 
sigh for what seems to me the good old way, when the 
minister was considered as the head of his flock, the 
father of his people, and held in reverence by them. Per- 
haps, however, this is only a feeling imbibed from early 
prejudice. There may be more godly zeal, now, but I 
sometimes fear, dearly as I love the brethren, and well as 
I love to hear them pray and exhort, that they are too 
much inclined to take the lead of their pastors ; and in 
becoming fellow-laborers with them, often grow too wise 
in their own conceit to be useful members of the flock." 

You have had one extract by way of preparation for 
trial ; let me give you another from the same pen, that 
may perhaps serve to stimulate in duty. 

" As yet I have seen no model of perfect excellence in 
the wife of a clergyman. I do, indeed, feel theirs to be 
a place of great responsibility, that they are more particu- 
larly set as examples to the flock, than other Christians ; 
and that no one ought to take that place without determin- 
ing to make every personal sacrifice, that the cause of 
Christ may require. To do good must be the governing 
principle of action. As circumstances vary, so will the 
path of duty. Life must not be spent in always intending 
and wishing to do good, without accomplishing one's pur- 
poses. O, how indispensable is energy of character, and 
confidence enough in one's own opinion, to lead to deci* 
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sive action, and to let no desires of usefulness be expended 
in fruitless wishes." 

The remaining extract is from another pen. 

Portland, Jvhf^, 

" In the duty of giving, every minister's family ought 
to be able to set an example. I regret that their means 
are so limited, for their opportunities are many, and their 
knowledge extensive with regard to the wants of their 
own people and of the public charities. One cent every 
week from every head of a family, in addition to what 
they usually receive, would enable a minister's family to 
accomplish a vast amount of good." 

I intended one more extract, but as you see have quite 
reached the bottom of my paper. 

Yours as ever. 
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FORGIVENESS. 



Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, Yoa 
have reflected upon this form of prayer, my dear Mary, 
and felt, often felt, that it was of startling import. As 
we forgive, Alas ! who would take at the hand of his 
Maker, that measure of justice, by which he daily asks to 
be visited. 

In your intercourse with the people, you will receive a 
great amount of kindness. In the hour of sickness and 
adversity, you will have the affectionate sympathy and at- 
tention of those, among whom you dwell. And while you 
feel your whole heart glowing with grateful emotions, you 
will ardently desire to give yourself, with new devoted- 
ness, to a people, who are thus tender and affectionate ; 
for their disinterested kindness is as cable binding your 
whole heart to their interest. 

But this fearful, this heavy cloud, which had darkened 
your little hemisphere, through the goodness of God passes 
away, and a full blaze of prosperity pervades and glad- 
dens your entire domestic circle. Here, my dear Mary, 
strange as it may seem, here will be found your day of 
trial. The great body of any people will sympathize with 
you in seasons of deep distress,^ while a little observation 
will convince you, that only here and there an individual 
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can be found, who will heartily rejoice with jou in time 
of prosperity. 

It is not my design to enter into the motives, upon which 
the great mass of intimacies are based. There are, un- 
doubtedly, here and there affectionate hearts, who have 
nothing to do with the maxims that govern worldly minds 
in general ; but still, without entering into any analysis of 
the principles, which usually unite communities, you will 
allow me to say, that the same individual, who, in his ordi- 
nary friendships, seeks those, who are placed above him, 
that he may acquire an ephemeral distinction from the ele- 
vation of his associates, will be likely to choose that the 
family of his minister should not be of that number. Do 
not I support him ? Why should he in any respect sur- 
pass me ? And if any part of his establishment should 
be exceeded in value or elegance, unacknowledged, and 
perhaps even unknown to himself, envy is excited ; and 
the kindness, which in adversity was bestowed in such 
profusion, is now entirely withdrawn ; and you will find 
that you have need of your whole stock of meekness and 
humility, for a spirit like this does not rest in evil sur- 
misings alone. 

Thus unkindness may meet the best of Christians, placed 
in the station which you occupy. In its substantial fea- 
tures, it has come under my own observation in several 
instances ; and as it is a trial, which no decorum or fore- 
sight, on your part, can ward off, you will have peculiar 
need to cultivate a spirit of forgiveness. You will need 
it, also, in ten thousand other instances^ many of them 
equally unforeseen and undeserved. 

If this spirit is actually gained, my dear Mary, you will 
have made no inconsiderable advance in holy living. To 
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hitve learned tfae blessed art of receiving ^injuries with a 
spirit of forgiveness, is to have become acquainted with 
the true secret of happiness i a secret, which the world , 
with all its wisdom, could never supply. 

God, who knows the selfishness and depravity of every 
heart, has thrown around the Christian many a strong 
barrier, to prevent bis indulgence of an unforgiving tem- 
per. If ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither mU 
yoMT heaoenfy Father forgive you. O, if we could but 
take one such view as God continually takes of our known 
departures from his holy law, I think, my dear, we might 
here in lowliness of mind learn to abate somewhat in 
our expectations from those around us. A glance at 
ourselves would teach us forbearance towards those, who, 
if they are ungrateful and unkind, only possess the same 
spirit, that has actuated us, in all our forgetfulness of God. 
A temper and spirit so opposite to the will of our heavenly 
Father, and so at variance with all the precepts of his 
word, will never yield happiness. Especially will those 
fail of finding peace, who seek it in any feeling of exulta- 
tion over a fallen enemy. Such a sentiment could only 
afford pleasure to a very depraved heart. A mind en- 
lightened by the word of God, must, at even a momentary 
indulgence of such a spirit, experience the deepest self- 
loathing ; a conviction of inferiority,- that would make it 
any thing but happiness to indulge a revengeful temper. 

Rectitude and enjoyment are inseparable companions. 
It is a law of oar being, that it should be so ; and it pre- 
sents the character of out heavenly Benefactor and Friend 
in a delightful aspect. The performance of our duty, and 
that alone, will yield contentment. Thus God has made 
it for our interest, even in this world to obey him. 
7 
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Now jrou are ready to say, why does my friend read 
me such a homily upon an unforgiving temper ? Does she 
think to say nothing about principle? Does she think that 
I ha?e no more refinement, than to indulge in so low a vice 
as a spirit of revenge ? And you feel, perhaps, almost in- 
dignant. But, my dear Mary, we are all fallen creatures ; 
and God may see that indulged in the heart, which the 
world, from your conduct, will not even suspect. Provo- 
cation, 1 know, you will have ; for you will be situated 
among persons, who possess the same fallen natures as 
yourself; and even your virtues may draw upon you un- 
kindness. Envy is a powerful enciter to unholy deeds, 
with unprincipled persons, and may sometimes be indulged 
by those, from whom better things might be expected. 
And ofa, how will you honor religion, and bring peace to 
your own bosom, if you do, from the heart, exercise a 
spirit of sincere obedience, a forgiveness as full and entire 
as you wish to have extended towards yourself, when, in 
the solitude of your closet, you remember the manner, in 
which you have treated your heavenly Benefactor and 
Friend. 

The mere worldling may tell you that it is very tame to 
submit rn silence to indignities; but God has pronounced 
a judgment widely differing from this. He that ruleth his 
•spirit is better than he who taketh a city. Put on, there- 
fore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mer- 
cies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suf- 
fering, forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, 
if any man have a quarrel against any, even as Christ 
forgave you, so also do ye. 

The same rule, dear Mary, that met us in the onset, 
las Christ forgave you. To a soul burdened with a sense 



Digitized by 



Google 



FORQITENIfiSS. 75 

of guilt and anworthineBSy how utterly appalling would 
be such a declaration as this, from his Maker and Re- 
deemer. 

Yes, you have transgressed my laws ; you have offended 
me ; but I will forgive your iniquities, I will forgive them 
all ; but still, they must be remembered ; aU had in re- 
membrance. Covered with confusion, how would you plead 
for some abatement — some mitigation of such a sentence. 

What everlasting thanks are due to our Maker, that 
this is only a supposition. When our God forgives, he 
assures us he will blot out our iniquities, and your sins 
win I remember no more. If fallen mortals would drink 
into this spirit, they must seek it by constant, fervent, per- 
severing prayer. They must seek it by watchfulness, and 
by striving to enter in at the strait gate. Such a temper 
is not indigenous in the human breast. There probably 
exists not a person upon earth, whose native passions 
would not teach him to resist an affront. But in innumer- 
able instances, grace has and does continually present the 
spectacle of individuals, who heartily commit all their 
wrongs to the Lord, desiring not so much as to name them 
among their fellow-men ; and from the heart praying, that 
God would not lay this sin to the charge of those, who 
had done them evil. 

It is always safe to leave our oaiise with our Maker, 
Here, if one does present an undeserved wrong, with 
the humble desire that it may prove beneficial in purifying 
the tin and dross from his own character, and sensible 
that it could only have happened to him by the perrois- 
sion of that God, who numbers the hairs of his head ; here 
if he does leave it, willing from the heart to receive what- 
ever in divine providence is allotted to him, meekly repeat* 
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ing, thy will he done, — while hie heart bears him witness 
that he does kiss the rod, without one feeling of ankind- 
ness towards any human being, or one thought of rebel- 
lion against the will of his Maker, — then indeed he may 
feel that injuries and indignities are not the messengers of 
Satan to buffet him, but angels of light, sent in mercy and 
in love, to prepare him for greater usefulness in the world, 
and higher enjoyments in heaven. 

But even the Christian cannot always say his injuries 
are undeserved. He daily offends God, and this unkind-* 
ness may have been receiv^ed as a part of the well ordered 
covenant, that his sin should be visited with the rod. Bui 
these are the wounds of a parent, who has said, his loV" 
ing'kindness he mil never take from Ms people. 

Such a view of the faithfulness of God, ought to lead • 
to entire c!onfidenee in his government. Yes, my dear 
Mary, it should lead us, under every trial, in every season 
of difficulty, from the heart to yield a cheerful obedience 
to the divine requirements. A remembrance of the char- 
acter of the God whom we ^erve, should arm us with di- 
vine energy in contending with every form of sin, since it 
is so offensive to our Maker. May yon, my dear friend, 
experience an entire deliverance from this deadly evH. 
Then, how will you be prepared for usefulness in the pe* 
culiar station in which you are placed. To be fitted for 
the faithful discharge of these duties, I doubt not, is the 
first wish of your heart, and the great end of your being; 

Yours as ever. 
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FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT. 

Mr DEAR Mary, — ^We have together surveyed many a 
field of active labor, in all of which, good, no doubt, may 
and will be accomplished. But perhaps the enemy of re- 
ligion, as he watches your daily progress, in the narrow 
and rugged path of self-denying duty, will receive his im- 
pressions of Christianity from the spirit, with which these 
various services are performed, rather than from the 
amount of good resulting from your efforts. Perchance 
be sometimes reads his Bible, where he finds that ; The 
fruits of the Spirit are love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gen- 
tleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance ; and here 
he gains his warrant to expect, that the duties of religion 
will be performed and its doctrines at all times advocated, 
with a Christian temper. 

In the original structure of minds, there is, no doubt, 
a very essential difference. 

We often see persons of little sensibility, and perhaps 
little vigor of intellect, exhibiting, under very trying cir- 
cumstances, all the gentleness of the lamb; and we ad- 
mire its loveliness, and say to ourselves, this is genuine 
Christianity ; when, perhaps, God is not in all the thoughts 
of the individual, whose conduct we aj^rove. What we 
admire is not the xewah of principle, but of a general in- 
difference of character, an absence of sensiUlity. The 
•7 
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indmdaal could hardly have acted otherwise. Of course, 
the gentleness of such a character, though always lovely, 
is not meritorious, because it b not the fruit of effort, or 
the result of principle. 

I once heard a character of this description compli- 
mented, (by no very keen observer to be sure,) as being 
one of the most pious persons in the world ; and this 
must come in, as collateral testimony, to the value of 
gentle affections. 

A person of quick perceptions, keen sensibility, of ac- 
tive and energetic habits, might spend much time in cul- 
tivating the fruits of the Spirit, and not be able, after all, 
to attain to that equable frame of mind, which is exhibited 
by another without any effort. 

There will, however, be nothing in such a reflection 
satisfying to the mind of a Christian. He remembers the 
command, — Be ye perfect, even as your Father in heaven 
is perfect ; and he knows, too, religion will never be 
greatly honored, where there is an absence of the Christian 
temper. 

The irritable Christian, and such, there no doubt are, 
contradictory as the term seems, will always have to take 
a low place in the scale of usefulness. There is some- 
thing in the exhibition of unkind feelings, so uncongenial 
to the spirit of the religion of the Bible, that the world 
will never esteem that person pious, who yields himself to 
the dominion, or even to the occasional indulgence of 
unholy temper. Worldly men are close observers ; they 
expect consistency, and exhortation or reproof will fall 
powerless from the individual, who is not known to have 
a heart, that will deeply sympathize with every form of 
human suffering, and a hand open to alleviate the wants 
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of the needy. There are timee when the gretlest act of 
kindness, or even of benevolenee, that could be p er for med 
towards a sufferer, would be, to sit by his side, and soothe 
him by an exhibition of the gospel spirit in all its loTeli- 
ness. 

One's character is formed by the circumstances, in 
which he is placed. We think of the heroes of the revo* 
lution as a band of patriots, raised up for the exigencies of 
the times ; when the truth is, these very times made them 
what they were. So it ever is, in a greater or less degree. 
When we analyze the character of Scott, for example, we 
find, in the circumstances of his birth and education, 
much that would have a tendency to strengthen and per- 
petuate his easily besetting sin, which a person of obser- 
vation and discernment would not perhaps have been slow 
to expect, as the natural attendant of a mind of this cast 
Nurtured amid domestic scenes, but illy calculated to 
soflen asperities, or to cultivate and refine the affections, 
Scott's quickness and depth of feeling would very natur- 
ally show itself in sallies of impatience, inconsistent with 
the spirit of fervent piety, which he posses^d. 

It is very much to the credit of Scott's biographer, that 
he was willing candidly to avow the natural irritability of 
his father, while religion is greatly honored by the public 
testimony given to the power of that principle, which was 
sufilcient to overcome a propensity, growing out of the 
native structure of the mind, and rooted and strengthened 
by early education. 

What was effected by this eminently pious man, may 
be accomplished by all. There was no influence exerted, 
but such as all may claim, who win offer believing prayer, 
and strive to enter in at the strait gate. 
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This eqaable temper, this spirit of gentleness should 
be carried into, all your efforts for the good of those 
aroand you. Especially should it distil upon the youth, 
who, in every situation, in which you are placed, will be 
the objects of your affectionate interest, and your perse- 
vering assiduity. 

A holy and devoted servant of the Lord oQce visited^ 
where neither the master or mistress of the house were 
professedly pious. Still they respected religion, and had 
gladly opened their doors to many of the servants of the 
Lord, who were called to the place where they resided by 
religious services. Tea was passed round, and no bless- 
ing invoked upon the int9rview or the food. The feelings 
of the man of God were deeply wounded ; and leaving 
the room with an air of impatience, he exclaimed against 
the impiety of the deed, with sufficient asperity to shew 
the mingling of strange fire with his holy indignation. 
" And why did not you propose it. Sir V said the lady. 
"Ah, that indeed/' replied the good man, evidently recol- 
lecting that whatever his zeal might have been, in his 
haste he had used expressions, which were not evidences 
of the fruits of the Spirit. 

Now this man» had he lived in the age of persecution, 
undoubtedly would have died at the stake rather than 
have denied his Master. Yet, pious as he was, the tem- 
per and spirit, with which this reproof was ministered, 
manifestly put it out of his power essentially to benefit 
those, with whom he was a guest^ who evidently expected 
that the servant of God would be gentle. 

The best of people resemble ancient Israel, who drove 
out their foes by little and little; suffering many to remain 
as snares and traps^ as thorns in their eyes and scourges 
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in their sides, when, if thej would but liearkBn to Um 
voice of the Lord, and *' be rery courageoas/' be would 
assist them to drive out their spiritu«d enemies, even 
though they should be mighty like the sons of Anak. 

The warfare of the believer, however, is no slight en- 
gagement ; and he, who knows most of the purity and 
extent of the law of God, will be the last to be uncharita- 
ble towards his fellow men. 

Gentleness, inefficient as it may at first view seem, is 
«ie of the most powerful weapons, that we use in effect'^ 
ing our purposes. Few people will be driven to the per- 
formance of duty, while it is not in human nature, bad as 
it is, to resist the kind and a^ctionate assiduities of one, 
who would always exhibit the temper and spirit of the 
gospel. Oh, what sinless victories would the soldiers of 
the cross achieve, should they always go forth to the con- 
test with the prevailing forms of wickedness, armed fvoia 
the magazine of divine grace, and filled with the charity, 
which sulfereth long and is kind. The wofd of God as- 
sures us, that be, who ruleth his spirit, is better than he, 
that taketh a city. 

From the estimate, which our Savior evidently makes 
of chttracter, we may suppose he would pkce a gentle 
and forbearing temper, not only above the laurels of the 
military chieftain, but also above vigor of intellect, or the 
most devoted zeal. Many think Christ bore his testimony 
in favor of this trait, of ohadracter when be selected John 
as the beloved disciple. 

The inference, so generally drawn from this preference 
in favor of an affectionate and gentle temper, may be gra-^ 
tuitous ; for though all the milder graces of the Christian 
character shone pre-eminently in the apostle, he was like** 
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wise distinguished on other accounts. You recollect, our 
Savior gave] him the appellation ot Boanerges ; from 
which we may perhaps infer that he united opposite ex- 
cellencies. 

His conceptions, too, of the character of Christ, seem 
remarkably clear. No other apostle has given such full 
and unequivocal testimony to the deity of Christ, or so 
well explained his proper humanity. How, we cannot 
tell, but the preference of our Lord for this disciple, arose 
from the exalted views, which he entertained of the plan 
of God, unfolded by the mysteries of redemption. Some 
have supposed this to be the case, though there is no place 
in the New Testament where vigor of intellect is distin- 
guished by any token of peculiar approbation ; while meek- 
ness, gentleness, forbearance and kindness, are especially 
introduced to our notice as heaven-born graces, the fruits 
of Divine influence on the depraved heart of man. So 
that, on the whole, we may perhaps suppose, that the ex- 
treme tenderness of the apostle was, iii reality, the trait of 
character, which made him the beloved disciple ; at any 
rate, this was one trait in the character of him, whom 
Jesus admitted to the intimate relation of a bosom friend. 

My dear Mary, we cannot feel as if we were forming 
such characters as will be accepted at last, unless we learn 
to have every unhallowed feeling in subjection ;^-unle8S 
we habitually engage in whatsoever things are pure, lovely, 
and of good report, hating sin in every form, and con- 
stautly exhibiting the gentleness of the gospel spirit. 

Yoors as ever. 
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STYLE OF LIVING. 

In your intercourse with society, my dear Mary, you 
have probably noticed, that it is not generally expected 
that the family of a minister should indulge in luxuries. 

It seems rather to be the voice of the people, that, how^ 
ever others may live, the minister's family should be con- 
sistent Christians. And so indeed they ought to be, holy 
and devoted. Still it is desirable, that the church should 
not lose sight of the truth thai there is not a ward in the 
Bibk recommending simplicity and self-denial, which does 
not apply as decidedly to Christians in general, as it does 
to the family of the minister. All should make it the 
great object of existence to glorify God ; or, in other 
words, every one should manifest the Christian in his 
whole deportment ,' should be engrossed by such feelings 
as Christ possessed, and then the world, recognizing his 
image in his professed followers, will acknowledge its love- 
liness, and adore that Being, who is the Fountain of all 
good. 

It is not long since I heard a lady say, '' Why, minis- 
ters' families should not expect to give their friends that 
variety, which they see on the tables of others." 

Such a sentiment from a member of a church is decid- 
]y wrong. It makes a distinction, which the Bible does 
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not authorize. The minister's family have a right to do 
whatsoever they do to the glory of God ; and there is not a 
page in the blessed volume, which guides the Christian, 
that sanctions any other rule of action for any individual. 
No feeling of unkindness originates these remarks. 
None, I am persuaded, will be awakened on your part, 
from their perusal, though this train of thought be farther 
pursued ; for it is evident that public sentiment binds bur- 
dens, which are no where imposed in the scriptures ; and 
as long as this is the case, the progress of religion is 
impeded. 

Holy living is a subject, which concerns every Christian, 
and it is a matter of the deepest importance to the wel- 
fare of the church, that ev<ery professed disciple should, 
for himself, have some definite rule with regard to his 
style of living ; and of that degree of retrenchment, that 
is required of him individually ; that he may best promote 
the good of all, with whom he is connected. 

That Christian, who habitually feels the worth of the 
undying soul, and who habitually realizes that a dollar 
may convey a Bible to him who has never bad one, will 
not, ordinarily at least, wish to indulge in unnecessary 
expenditures. When he ascertains what ought to rank in 
the proscribed class, he prunes them from his establish- 
ment ; and finds that pleasure in the performance of the 
duty, which no selfish indulgence could ever bestow. 

How entirely do the commands and prohibitions of 
scripture commend themselves to the heart of the Chris* 
tian. You feel, my dear Mary, that Infinite Wisdom was 
employed to inspire the pages of the Bible; and you re- 
joice that you were there taught to war with those evil pro- 
pensities, which continually act as barriers to happiness. 
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If one does drink into the spirit of the Christian re. 
ligion, it will be perceptible in all his arrangements. 

But, you ask, is it wrong for the Christian to indulge 
his taste, ot to receive pleasure from those objects, which 
have a tendency to gratify that deeply implanted princi- 
ple? To this question I would unhesitatingly answer, no; 
but taste, like every other principle of our being, should 
be indulged under limitations and restrictions ; but we 
may well suppose this faculty of the soul innocent in its 
nature, when we reflect how many objects the Creator 
has thrown around us, calculated to gratify and heighten 
taste. The beautiful variety presented in the natural 
landscape, of hill and dale ; and the profusion of flowers, 
spread over the face of nature, of such' exquisite work- 
manship and varied hues, could not praise their Maker, 
unless there were taste to admire their splendor, and en- 
joy their richness and variety. 

Beautiful, however, as these objects are, you would not 
esteem that person wise or consistent, who neglected his 
family to contemplate the scene ; neither will the Christian 
be guiltless before God, if, when he should have remem- 
bered the command to send the gospel to every creature 
he is indulging his taste by expensive purchases, though 
reflection might have taught him, they were not in accord- 
ance with Christian principles. 

The danger of the Christian, no doubt, ordinarily arises 
from the too unlimited indulgence of pleasures and pur- 
suits in themselves innocent. In this way, and perhaps 
unknown to ourselves, we may accumulate a great amount 
of guilt. Tou would start at sin, presented in a gross 
form; but possibly, by excess in pursuits in their nature 
allowable, yoa might arrive at a point, when your course 
8 
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would be as much at variance with the principles of thd 
Christian religion, as the act would have been, at which 
your whole soul revolted. Be honest, therefore, in the 
application of right principles in your conduct ; and you 
will not be likely, in your progress in refinement, and in 
the gratification of taste, to exceed the limits, which 
a Christian should prescribe to himself. You will con- 
tinually feel, not that refinement is wrong, but that it 
may be carried to a point utterly at variance with the 
Christian's rule of duty, viz. the glory of God. This is 
the acknowledged foundation of practice with the Chris- 
tian ; and though it may be difficult to understand the 
exact bearing of individual actions, it is well worthy the 
prayerful consideration of all, who love the prosperity of 
Zion, whether the present style of living in our Christian 
communities is regulated by the principles of the gospel, 
or by the maxims ot worldly policy. 

The politician too, as well as the moralist, might object 
to excessive refinement. Asiatic luxuries overthrew the 
little republics of Greece, af\er they had, by simplicity of 
manners, enjoyed their independence during a period of 
four hundred years. Here, however, we are only " Look- 
ers on in Venice ;" but in passing from the proscribed 
field, we may breathe the fervent desire, that our sons may 
inherit those privileges, that were the birthright of their 
fathers; and that through them they may extend to unborn 
generations. 

The subject opens a broad field for investigation, and 
though you may not have that intimate acquaintance with 
political economy, which will enable you to view it in all 
its bearings, you may still do something, by conversation^ 
bj reflection, and by prayer. 
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Christians owe it to Him, who though he was rich, for our 
sakes became poor, to see fo it that they can conscien- 
tiously say, We have expended nothing upon ourselves, 
that we ought to have cast into the treasury of the Lord. 
They owe it to him that they do not violate those funda- 
mental rules of our holy religion, which are of paramount 
obligation to every believer. That they remember, the 
poor we always have with us ; that we love our neighbor 
as ourselves ; that the gospel is to be preached to every 
creature. When these and similar claims are met, we 
may rest assured that taste can innocently be gratified. 

Man's chief end is to glorify God and enjoy him for 
ever. Retrenchment, viewed in connection with the spir- 
itual wants of the millions in the gross- darkness of heathen- 
ism, assumes no ordinary degree of importance to those at 
least, who, like the families of clergymen, have no hope 
of extensively benefiting their immortal minds, unless they 
do it by sheer retrenchment 

I said, there was but one rule for Christian practice; 
but let me affectionately remind you, that in the observ" 
once of this rule, ministers and their families are to be eX" 
amples to the fiock. Shrink not from the responsibility ; 
— ^shrink not from the self-denial; — and God himself will 
own and bless you in the deed. 

But I overstep the bounds of prudence ; and lest you 
accuse me of zeal without knowledge, I hasten to sub- 
scribe myself 

Your affectionate Friend. 
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STYLE OF LIVING— CwrfmM«rf. 



Dear Mary, — Having considered the importance of 
simplicity in living, it becomes a matter of no small con- 
sequence to determine when the object is attained, and 
what that style is, which deserves the name of simple ; 
for the habits of even good people are so extremely vari- 
ous, that it is scarcely possible to speak intelligibly on 
the subject, or to givfe rules, that may be adopted in gen- 
eral practice, by different classes. 

In dress and furniture, rules of gospel simplicity are no 
doubt violated, even by the families of ministers ; though 
they usually, in these things, feel themselves much behind 
those, with whom they associate. 

It may be out of your power, in this respect, to pres- 
scribe rules for yourself; if you will love your neighbor as 
yourself, if you will be faithful in self-examination and 
prayer, God will assist you to keep, in this thing, a con- 
science void of offence. It, however, requires some moral 
courage to practice altogether different from what others 
do ; still, there may be situations, in which the Christian 
will feel called upon to make trial of this singularity in 
furniture and dress, if he would live up to his own ideas 
of duty. 
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A lady once asked a friend of hers, living in a retired 
country village, if she would accept of a pair of card 
racks ? O no, replied her friend, it is a fixed rule in my 
establishment, to have nothing, that does not contribute 
to the comfort of my family. Comfort, in such a case, 
however would be likely to be taken in a pretty broad 
sense. This prejudice against ornaments arose from 
having associated with those, who purchased it at the 
expense of almost any comfort. Indeed, such is the 
power of custom, that two thirds of those in the middle 
class of society, would esteem it testimony in their favor, 
to be told they live very genteely upon a little, — made a 
handsome appearance on a small income. Now this 
desire for a genteel style of living, is the germ, that con- 
tains the buds and blossoms of numberless family ills, — 
robs servants of fire, and the little ones of comfortable 
flannels, and instructive books ; and so strong is the in- 
fluence, that it exerts over the minds even of the good, 
that they are oflen willing to support this genteel style of 
living at the expense of others. How few of those, who 
fail in business, are willing to make sacrifices in this re- 
spect to pay their honest debts. Yet, many a family lives 
in style, at the expense of others, perhaps of a poor me- 
chanic, who needs every dollar, that is his due, to feed 
and clothe a dependant family. Even Christians think 
too much of appearance ; and the subject must be viewed 
in a difierent light, before they can be consistent. 

If you would be a good housekeeper, — resolved to make 
no sacrifice of solid good for appearances, — be -pot the 
stave of fashion. In going through Boston, you will find, 
that the price of a shawl for example is thirty dollars; the 
price is uniform. The next year, as uniformly, you will 
•8 
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see the same article sold for just half the sum. Now 
whoever thinks it always necessary to preserve a fashioiv* 
ahle style of dress or furniture, must pay, often, in the 
above named proportion. O that the pious, who have 
little to expend, would be too conscientious to be fashion- 
able. Fashion is a troublesome companion; and one, 
that deprives whoever it influences, of many substantial 
comforts, and often, oh yes, very often, of the power of 
doing good. 

Communities sometimes have given up their ministers, 
and professed themselves utterly unable to support the 
ordinances of the gospel, while in their style of living 
they have not made the slightest alteration. Go into 
their families, and you would never suspect that they 
were the persons, who were too poor to maintain the 
preaching of the word, by which it has pleased God to 
save souls. 

It has been said by a popular writer, that in the mil- 
lennium, we shall have the elegancies of life, but the af- 
fections will not be placed upon them ; but alas ! alas I 
when will the millennium come, if the professed disciples 
of the Lord choose deliberately, to shut up their houses of 
worship, rather than to supply themselves with religious 
privileges, at the expense of a particular style of living ? 
When will the millennium arrive, if ministers and people 
do not both learn to place a lower estimate on their 
accommodations, in passing to the judgment seat of 
Christ? 

Dear Mary, we have altogether gone astray. God grant 
we may discern the path of duty, and have strength to 
pursue it, even though it should be set with thorns. 
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In making arrangements for the table, too, undoubted* 
ly there is much to be learnt, though the influence of the 
various lecturers on dietetics is felt. A change, to some 
degree, at least, has been effected in the style of living, 
during the last ten years. 

"It is," says Professor Hitchcock, " the opinion of the 
majority of eminent physicians, that the bulk of mankind 
are destroyed through intemperance in diet." Under 
the impression, that this evil is promoted by too great 
variety in food, he urges upon housekeepers the imports 
ance of simplicity, begging them, in their supplies for the 
table, to restrict themselves to one course. 

Perhaps you are surprised by these particulars, and are 
almost ready to take from me the privilege of friendship, 
since I have become so minute ; though I have no doubt, 
my dear, that you, in common with other minister's wives, 
fully intend that your table shall be simple ; and you will 
feel, that though the number of your guests cannot always 
be supplied from one dish, that your dinner alone need 
admit variety, and that not a variety of courses. 

The families of ministers are investigating this subject, 
and numbers of those, who would esteem it a privilege to 
put down five, ten, and twenty dollars, to be given in 
charity, will not allow themselves to place more than one 
kind of cake before a friend ; and some of them, at least, 
would prefer that even that should be extremely simple. 

We cannot tell what will be the state of society in the 
millennium ; but erery observer knows, that at present, 
want of simplicity in the style of living, is jcutting off the 
resources of the pious, so that you will sometimes, at least, 
hear them say, we have not a surplus dollar for the Lord's 
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treasury, though the cry of " come over and help us/' has 
come up from all points of the compass. 

What you have seen, you will not douht ; and when 
you look around, you are convinced that sel^indulgence 
embodies all the evils, that have been described. You 
have known those, who, in their dress, style of living, 6lc. 
were far from simple, who nevertheless avowed themselves 
too poor to assist, in supporting the gospel at home, or 
sending a knowledge of the way of salvation to heathen 
lands. Now if, from actual observation, you are convinc- 
ed, that even professing Christians indulge the love of 
style^ and exalt it above the duties of justice, benevolence, 
and the preservation of health, the evil has arrived at a 
point, when the conscientious are called upon, imperiously 
called upon, to investigate the subject, and see that the 
public have line upon line. 

Here, however, a word of caution becomes requisite. 
It is something gained, to have an individual improve in 
any one thing ; and when this is done, rejoice in it, dear 
Mary, though you should still feel as if all had not been 
accomplished, which the circumstances of the case will 
admit. It would be lamentable indeed, if, in aiming at 
simplicity, the followers of Christ should become censo- 
rious. 

With principles we may and ought to contend ; but 
with regard to individuals, your own kind and benevolent 
disposition, will ever lead you to exercise that charity, 
that hopeth all things. We cannot all arrive at the 
same conclusions respecting individual practices. That 
you and I may realize this, be kept from uncharitable 
conclusions, and inconsistent practices, is the prayer of 

Year affectionate friend. 
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EDUCATION OF CHILDREN. 



My dear Mart, — The principles of the parent, you 
are aware, are often inferred from the practices of the child. 
At such a thought, a parent cannot but feel an involuntary 
shrinking, an unwillingness to be accountable for another, 
and that too, a child, indiscreet from want of years ; but 
whether just or unjust, this always has been, and I fear 
always will be doue. 

People in general do not consider, that one may be de-> 
votedly pious, without possessing talents for the judicious 
management of children ; and in this want of CQnsiderar 
tion, parents are often wronged. But no lamentation will 
turn the current of public opinion ; so that, if you have 
an unruly family, something will certainly be abated of 
the respect, which it is desirable should be felt for those, 
to whom a people look for instruction. 

Ministers' children are always watched. How neces- 
sary that they should be blameless, at all tiroes manifest- 
ing in their lives, not only a respect for the religion of 
their parents, but shewing also, that their own conduct is 
influenced by the same high and holy motive, that govern 
the lives of their parents. 

That a family may be well governed; it is necessary 
that the authority of the parent should be established^ 
while the infant is yet in ita cradle. 
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At no time can the will be subdued with so much ease 
to the parent, or with so little suffering to the child. Let 
not, then, the tenderness of the mother persuade you, that 
your child is too young to obey. If necessary, go so far 
as even to use the rod, though doubtless you will find the 
duty extremely painful ; and will feel constrained to chas- 
tise your infant, while your heart bleeds for its suffering. 
You will also use believing prayer with your corrections ; 
and you will find, when the mind of your little one begins 
to unfold, that your rights are acknowledged, your author- 
ity is established, and henceforth your claim for obedience 
will not be questioned. 

I do not know whether the practice of placing scriptural 
motives before young children is usual ; but I have known 
instances of its having been used as a main-spring, in 
the government of children. 

For example, when a child 4s inclined to be idle, im- 
press upon his mind the scriptural injunction to be dili- 
gent in business. If he is over-reaching in his manage- 
ment with his playmates, make him understand that he is 
to love his neighbor as himself; and that God requires him 
to do it. When a childish appetite is to be restrained, 
teach him that we are commanded to be temperate in all 
things. 

By thus, continually, referring your'child to God as your 
authority, he will feel that your government is not arbi- 
trary. He will see that you have on your side the best of 
all reasons, the commands of God, by which you con- 
stantly aim to govern your own life; and he will, usually, 
yield obedience tvith cheerfulness. 

But if It should be otherwise, if your child should per- 
sist in disobedience, read him the story of Eli, and explain 
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to him your obligations to enforce obedience. For this, 
my dear friend, must be an established principle in a 
Christian family. I repeat, it will be happy for you, if 
you begin while your little one is yet in your arms ; but if 
you have hitherto neglected this duty, let roe entreat you 
to neglect it no longer. God requires this at your hands, 
and esteems you unfaithful if you neglect to establish 
your own authority. 

It is of consequence that a child should understand 
your motives ; that he should see, that you are actuated 
by those steady, undeviating principles of right and wrong, 
recognized in the word of God. This, perhaps, he will 
infer rather from your constant reference to the Bible, 
than from any thorough conviction of the excellency of 
gospel precepts. 

A course of discipline, commenced while your child is 
yet in your arms, and continued as long as he is under 
your roof, will not only guard him from those out-breaking 
sins, which will dishonor his father's principles, and bring 
reproach upon his father's God ; but they will be a guide 
to him, when the maternal eye is withdrawn, proving the 
best safe-guard, which could be thrown around him, by a 
parent's hand. Indeed, I cannot think that the mother, 
who refers every thing to the word of Qod, waiting con- 
stantly upon him by prayer and the performance of duty, 
will usually have to send her child from her in an uncon- 
verted state. 

It is not my province, however, to settle this point ; still 
the promises, as I think, are full and abundant. If we 
are looking to God in faith^ for their fulfilment, we shall, 
not like Eli, prefer the feelings of our children to the com- 
mands of the Lord, neglect to impose wholesome re- 
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tftraifits, and then refer their unconyersion to the sovereign 
will of God. You will understand me. Without sovereign, 
free, unmerited grace, they never will be converted. Still, 
for his own name's sake, God does bless the means of his 
own appointment, and all his promises are yea and etmen, 
in Christ Jesus. However God, in sovereign wisdom, may 
see best to bestow his benefits upon those, whose parents 
are unfaithful, we certainly have no reason to expect them, 
except while walking in the path of obedience. Train up 
a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it. This is not an unmeaning decla- 
ration ; still the parent, who has self-knowledge to esti- 
mate his obedience, will be the last to claim any thing as 
merited. All his plea will be, for thine oum name's sakef 
while our compassionate Father in heaven, who witnesses 
the constant warfare in the believer's bosom, and sees how 
he watches against temptations and strives against sin, will 
look upon his efforts as he did upon Abraham's, while his 
faith is counted to him for righteousness ; the ruling de- 
sires of his heart will be graciously accepted. 

This faith will be an operative principle ; and children, 
brought up under its influence, unless very unamiable, 
will not wish to follow the customs and adopt the manners 
of an ungodly world. Perhaps you may bring roe facts, 
proving, as you believe, to the contrary. But select your 
family, and follow them into their retirement ; see if the 
claims of God are, uniformly, placed before the feelings 
of the child. See if it is the grand business of this family 
to educate the soul for eternity. Watch them closely ; ten 
to one, the opinion of the child is considered of more con- 
sequence than that of the parent. Ten to one they are 
altogether regardless of the command to have their chil- 
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dren in subjection. Perhaps these children are in bed, 
when they should be attending family prayers ; or on a 
visit when they should be at the social meeting ; thus 
shewing that the wishes of the child are the rule of action. 

Such a course of conduct will have a direct tendency 
to keep the heart from God. Of course you will see the 
children of such parents go into the world, with habits, 
that will certainly bring a wound upon the religion of their 
parents. 

Parental unfaithfulness will keep blessings from a fam- 
ily ; and it is painful to think, that this very soul-destroy- 
ing unfaithfulness, grows out of an excess of tenderness 
on the part of the parent. Cruel kindness, you will ex- 
claim ,' but, my dear Mary, you are a parent ; and there- 
fore know, that however easy it may be to point to the 
right path, it is laborious, every-day business, to see that 
your children walk in it ; and that those, whose intentions 
are good, sometimes fail from not understanding the busi- 
ness of education. 

Possibly there has been some foundation for the re- 
mark, that ministers* sons are oflen unruly. This would 
be the natural consequence of an education, in which the 
heart and will were left unsubdued, while the body was 
dragged into all the forms of piety. 

For instance, a mother obliges her child to sit quietly 
through the hours of a long Sabbath ; and is severe if any 
thing is done which breaks in upon its stillness. Mean- 
while, not a word is said, not an effort made to interest 
the mind of the child in so delightful a duty, as that of 
regarding a day to the Lord. The whole, with him is a 
task^ of which he always dreads the recurrence. Still to 
9 
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the outward observance of holy time, he is compelled to 
give attention, or severe reproofs are sure to follow. 

Under such management, a child would, as a matter of 
course, contract a decided aversion to religious observ. 
ances ; and when once loosed from their restraints, as re- 
ligion had taken no hold of his understanding or his affec- 
tions, he would be very likely to manifest far more disre- 
spect for the subject, than one would, to whom it was 
presented as something entirely new. 

Thus we see a child may harden in sin, while pious 
parents are praying for his conversion, because they 
neglect other duties, which the word of God requires as 
accompaniments. The blessings, which God has prom- 
ised, are always to be expected in the use of suitable 
means. Who looks for a crop of wheat, when he has not 
cast a kernel into the earth ? Or what man, having depos- 
ited his grain in his field, thinks that his power will make 
it produce the expected harvest ? 

The day of miracles is past. Parents, who would be 
faithful, must become so by pursuing an undeviating course 
of conduct ; neither turning to the right hand or to the 
left in search of ease. Rest ought only to be looked for 
in heaven. God has placed us here to labor. One of the 
duties, my dear Mary, which he expects of you and of me 
is, that we should set examples of parental faithfulness. 
O, we shall bring a deep wound upon the cause of Christ, 
if our children are disobedient or unruly at home ; or if 
such habits are there contracted, such feelings there in- 
dulged, as will unfit them for usefulness in the world. 
How important that we read much, that we reflect mnch, 
;that we pray much. Then putting in daily practice what 
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we have learned of the methods of the wise and good, 
we have reason to believe, that God will bless our en- 
deavors, and save us from the anguish of seeing religion 
dishonored, by the unholy lives of our beloved chil- 
dren. 

Tours as ever. 
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EDUCATION OF CHILDREN— CoKiiiiierf. 



My dear Mary, — Mrs. More, iq reference to religious 
education has said, It is not my method to attack symp- 
toms, but to apply myself in the Jirst instance to interna) 
disease. 

Here we have the observation of a profound theolo- 
gian, and one also read, deeply read, in a knowledge of 
human nature, having observed it in every gradation, 
from the court of St. James to the poor miners of Sbip>» 
man. 

This remark was made, after thirty years of personal 
labor, in the various charity schools established by her- 
self in the region of Barley Wood, where ample testimony 
is given, that many first learned the way to heaven. 

It is also founded in the very nature of things, and 
must commend itself to every reflecting mind. 

I know not, my dear Mary, what your habits are ; or 
what are your particular views with regard to the bles- 
sings covenanted to the children of believers ; though from 
your practice, I have reason to suppose your feelings 
would accord with the remark made in a former letr 
ter, that no miracles are to be wrought for their fulfill* 
ment 
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You would think it an exhibition of presumption, rather 
than the fruit of faith, were you to see the farmer trust- 
ing alone to the covenant that seed time and harvest, 
summer and winter should never fail ; and you would 
blame him for neglecting his part of the terms of the 
covenant, without a single impeachment of the divine 
veracity, when you saw the utter sterility of his unculti- 
vated field. 

I apprehend the analogy will hold good with regard to 
spiritual blessings, promised to the children of believers. 

The importance of truth, therefore, should be felt, — 
should deeply affect your own heart. Here, dear Mary, 
if the first step ; and then, Thou shalt teach them dili- 
gently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them, when thou 
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 

Here we see the necessity of deep religious feelings, 
united with a knowledge of the divine requirements, to 
be unremittingly taught. Some, who have the requisite 
feelings, fail in the application of knowledge. 

Now to practice upon the hint given frotti Mrs. More, 
it is essential that Christian duties should be so taught, 
that children may be made to feel, that the outward per- 
ftrmance of any act is not religious, any farther than it 
flows from a holy principle. 

At a maternal association, where children have a vast 
amount of religious instruction, a little child between 
seven and eight was asked, " How can you be made fit 
for heaven t " He promptly answered, " I must pray.*' 
This, very probably, would be the answer of half the 
children, to whom the like question should be addressed ; 
and having, by '< saying their prayers," morning and 
9» 
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evening come up to their own ideas of duty, they wonTd 
rest easy, until, perhaps, death would meet them without 
their having the least taste for the employments of religion. 
How, then, could they enjoy heaven. 

A child much younger than this might understand, that 
there would be no merit in a playmate's saying kind words, 
when in his heart he did not love his company; and thus 
he might be taught why the state of mind, the feelings 
should be right, and should be regarded as more impor- 
tant than the outward act. 

The converting grace of God alone can give a relish 
for spiritual pleasures ; and the first step, in a religious 
education is, to teach a child his destitution of this taste. 
Never fritter away the character of God, or the command* 
ments that he has given, to accommodate them to the 
taste of the unconverted. God is holy. Heaven is the 
abode of those, who love holiness ; and no sophistry will 
ever change its nature, or make it truly pleasant to the 
unrenewed heart. 

But do not think, my dear, that I would advise you to 
clothe yourself in sackcloth, and read long homilies to 
your little ones on the doctrines. On the contrary, I 
would urge you above every thing else, to let your piety 
be of the most cheerful kind ; and having dressed your 
face in smiles, gather your little ones around you, and 
illustrating by the thousand incidents of every day occur- 
rence, help them to feel that wisdom^s ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. Refer them 
to the time, when the wickedness of their hearts ha» 
been acted out in their lives, and teach them to observe 
their feelings at such times ; and if their consciences 
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have been enlightened, and kept soft and sensible by 
maternal faithfulness, they will have evidence, which will 
be perfectly convincing to themselves, that even Gabriers 
place would not make them happy, while in the podseflsioD 
of such feelings. 

This is what you want. It is conviction. Go, then, 
with them to Him, who took little children in his arms 
and blessed them, and said, Of such is the kingdom of 
heaven ; or in other words, such may receive the outward 
sign^ and be thus admitted to the church, which in many 
places is called the kingdom of heaven. Tell them of 
his goodness in thus including them in the covenant; 
and be yourself encouraged by a recollection of the pre- 
cious promises, to be a God to you and your seed after 
you ; that your children shall be as willows by the water* 
courses ; and yourself lay a firm grasp on the covenant^ 
and hope only in God, while you continue to make it the 
business of your life, to teach the way of salvation through 
a crucified Redeemer. 

O, tell them of this sacrifice made for sin ; then plead 
for the individual application of the blood shed for the re- 
mission of sins, and God himsielf will be with and bless 
you ; for he has said to his covenant people, I will pour 
my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine off- 
spring. 

Professor Pond, in his clear and interesting Treatise on 
Christian Baptism, after summing up the various Scrip- 
tural representations, says, ** If covenanting parents will 
be faithful to their children, and bring them up in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord ; he promises to bestow 
Bpon them converting grace, and to be their God and por- 
tion in this world and forever. 
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*' It may be asked here, whether the covenant of the 
church, in respect to children, demands entire fidelity of 
the parent ; whether it is broken by every instance of im- 
proper treatment, by every failure in point of duty ? And 
in reply I would ask, Whether God does not demand en- 
tire fidelity in aU his covenant dealings with men ? In 
what covenant, that he has ever made with them, has he 
' left them at liberty to sin ? Could Abraham fall into sin 
and not violate that covenant, in which it was said, Walk 
before me and be thou perfect? Whenever the children 
of Israel fell into sin, were they not charged with violating 
covenant engagements ? And is it not an aggravation of 
all the sins of God's people now, that they are offences, 
not only against the law of God, but against his covenant! 

" It is one thing, however, to come short of the entire 
requisitions of the covenant, and quite another so to break 
and trifle with it as to lose all interest in its promised 
blessings. The former is often done by the professing 
people of God ; the latter, it may be hoped, is of rare 
occurrence. 

*' The covenanting parent, having once failed, may not 
be able to demand the entire fulfilment of the promises ; 
but he may reasonably hope for their fulfilment, and this 
hope will be just in proportion to the degree of his pen- 
itence, and his future diligence in the performance of 
duty." 

This excellent treatise did not fall into my hands, antil 
what I had to say upon this subject was nearly finished ; 
80 that I had no way left of giving these ideas bat by this 
long extract. Probably, however, from reading the Scrip- 
tnres^ you have received the same truths ; still it will give 
yoa pleasure to know, that in your researches on this sub- 
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ject, you have arrived at the same conclusions as the 
learned ; and I feel sure of jour thanks, and of your en- 
deavors to assist believing mothers in estimating covenant 
blessings, sealed by the baptism of their children. 

But I have a word on another branch of duty : " Cleanse 
the fountain/' said the celebrated Wirt, '' and the streams 
will be pure." Now there is nothing in reason or, analogy 
that teaches the propriety of inverting this order of things, 
by which you will not understand me to say, children should 
be uninstructed in regard to Christian duties. All these 
they should be scrupulously taught ; but they should feel 
that they form no ground of acceptance with God, though 
they will be performed by every Christian. 

Some mothers are accustomed to enjoin the duties of 
piety by the remark, you are baptized children, you owe 
this to the religion of your father, whose duty God has 
made it to train up his children to such acts. 

A child of sensibility will feel it to be a pleasant and 
powerful motive for the performance of right actions, so 
to conduct, as to bring no wound on his father's religion. 
We owe these services, such as kindness, honesty, 
4*c. ^'C, to one another. But to have the duty a reli* 
gious act, children should understand that the heart 
must aipprove the deed ; that the feeling there must be 
right. 

After all, though instruction based upon these princi- 
ples, should be scrupulously poured into the minds of 
children, with all the frequency enjoined in the scrip- 
tures. Your dependance for their salvation will be on 
the converting grace of God, — on the influences of the 
Holy Spirit, given in answer to believing prayer. 

Yours as ever. 
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MENTAL CULTIVATION. 



Mt dear Mary, — I have been reminded of not haying 
said any thing on the subject of mental coltivation. This 
was no part of my original plan ; however, the best ideas 
that I have, are quite at your service, though of late, so 
much has been said and written upon this topic, that I 
have little reason to suppose, in conference, I shall add 
any thing. 

One does not love to say, J, and talk of one's own ex- 
perience ; but, perhaps, after all it may be mere fastidi- 
ousness, and a blind deference to a particular form of 
egotism. Who, among all our great ones, does not say 
we ? And what is there, in the use of the plural number 
to alter the nature of egotism, which, whatever may be 
its grammatical construction, no person of good taste can 
be expected to approve ? 

And now, after this long preface, and in opposition to 
inclination, common usage, and good taste, I am going 
in the use of the singular number, to spread before you 
the gleanings of observation and experience; with no 
feeling, however, that my observation is any more acute, 
or my experience essentially different from that of others, 
who have interested themselves in the business of train* 
ing up children. 
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You will feel, dear Mary, as if the education of your 
little ones began with the first dawn of intellect ; and that 
every occurrence in your domestic arrangements, which 
comes within the scope of your child's comprehension, 
stands tutor for the time being. Be not, therefore, in 
haste to send your little one from under your own eye, 
with the feeling that his education will not have com- 
menced, until he has mastered the twenty-six signs. In 
these it will be long before he will discover much beauty ; 
while in comparing and defining, — in cause and effect, his 
own observation will guide him in making eminent ad- 
vances, — •philosophical discoveries. With most of his 
mental operations, his mother is connected, regulating his 
ideas of beauty and deformity, propriety and impropriety, 
right and wrong ; and forming a standing model for the 
drafling of opinions. In confirmation of this remark let 
me give you an anecdote. 

A little child, not far from the age of two years, was 
one Sabbath with his mother, who was engaged in read* 
ing ; that is, as mothers read, who have little ones to guide, 
with attention often diverted to watch for the ** weal or 
the woe" of their infant charge. In one of her glances at 
her child, the mother, in the fulness of her love, uncon- 
sciously put her hand upon iiim, and gave him a shake 
that caused a hearty laugh from him. Reading was re- 
sumed, when the little one, who had before been qaiet> 
became quite gay. The astonished mother, with a grave 
manner, reproved this violation of the Sabbath. 

Bracing himself for an argument, and looking seriously 
in the face of his mother, he began repeating, (a sentence, 
by the way, embodying his whole stock of erudition,) 
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'' Tbis day beloogs to God alone. 
He chooses Sunday for his own ; 
And we mast neither work or play. 
Because it is the Sabbath day.'' 

^< Mother, did not you shake me jast now, and did not 
Iltughr 

*^ Yes," my son, replied the mortified parent, '^ and I 
did very wrong. God tells us to keep his day holy. I 
did wrong, and I am sorry for it, t^ery eony" 

While the mingled look of disappointment and wonder, 
WTth which the little one regarded his mother, conveyed 
to her heart, a keen reproof, it likewise taught her, that 
her example was constantly educating her child; and that 
it is of the utmost consequence that there should he on 
the part of the parent, the most strict and persevering 
watchfulness. Your youngest child will detect inconsist* 
«ncies, of which, perhaps, you are entirely ignorant. 

The mother of Doddridge, before he was four years of 
age, had taught him the whole history of the BiUe, by 
means of pictures upon the Dutch tiles on the chimney. 
No selection of studies could have been more judicious. 
Interest in the Scriptures was probably then awakened ; 
and a desire excked to know more of God and duty. 

When your child b interested in what you tell him from 
books, he will inquire ; — ^bow do you know thb, mother f 
Then comes the desired moment To explain the art of 
reading, and to tdl him that without this, he never can 
have the pleasure you enjoy. Occasiooally refuse him a 
story, and he wifl be likely, especially if he sees that 
much of the enjoyment of the fomily oomes from books, 
to learn to read without being '' placed iqxm a board six 
hours in a day." 
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I once asked parents, whose children were remarkable 
for scholarship, when they commenced teaching them their 
letters. The answer was, ** when they choose to learn. 
Our boys have usually picked them out of a newspaper, or 
something else, as they have been rolling about the car- 
pet We never drive them about their letters.'' 

There is, however^ a difierence in parents as well as 
children. If no curiosity were excited, probably the gen- 
erality of children would not choose to learn at all. A 
parent need not feel anxious about a child's being taught 
to read, until he is four or five years of age. If you have 
time to give your little one ideas yourself, he will probably 
be a better £;cholar at eight, if he does not commence 
learning from books earlier than five, than he would if 
wearied with the subject at three, when he would feel lit- 
tle or no interest : or when the feeling would be transient, 
and succeeded by deep indifference. 

Education does not consist, exclusively, in teaching 
children the various branches of science. The object of 
mental cultivation is attained, when a child can be said to 
have a well balanced mind. Every mother ought to make 
herself well acquainted with some system of intellectual 
philosophy, unless indeed she should happen to be a be- 
liever in phrenology, when she will have no need of the 
old fashioned way of gaining access to the mind. She. 
should also be a close observerof what the world calls little 
things as they occur in the family. From these different 
sources, she may make herself acquainted with her child's 
understanding, over which, as well as his affections, she 
may have almost unlimited control. O, the responsibility 
of a mother ! and, dear Mary, they should be willing to 
labor hard to be prepared for this great work, that their 
10 
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duty may be performed with fidelity and zeal, tempered 
with knowledge. 

If your child has great vivacity, and an unusual share 
Qf imagination, you will probably best promote his hairi- 
ness and bis usefulness by directing him to pursuits par- 
ticularly solid ; such as mathematics, or the acquisition of 
some foreign language. While on the contrary, where 
the mind is naturally logical, the powers of reasoning 
strong, and the temper sedate, natural history, poetry, Im- 
ography, &c. would be pursuits, that, probably, wouM 
brmg forward those qualities of the understanding least 
predominant. You will notice, my dear Mary, that I do 
not say a child will be most likely to be celebrated for 
genius, or pass through life with the greatest eclat, if 
natural deficiencies are studied with the view of having 
them supplied by education ; or rather, with a view to 
double assiduity about the weaker part. I have said that 
I suppose this to be the way, in which a well-balanced 
mind may be formed ; and all the world knows, however 
gratifying it may be to the pride to have a greai genius m 
the family, the grand purposes of education will be best 
answered, if we aim so to instruct our children, that they 
shall be goodj» common sense members of society. And 
if the aspirings of genius can burst through these whde- 
some restraints, let them rise. 

We have, in the present state of society, one or two 
things, that will always act as barriers to solid improve- 
nent. Our children, as a general thing, will be what we 
make them. When I say im, I mean not only parents 
and teachers, but books and friends. Now I think the 
principle, of which such large use is to be made, is liable 
t« abuse ; that it may be, and often is used, so as to be 
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on the whole detrimental. For example, we have too 
many, far too many books, the leading object of which is, 
to entertain the reader. It is not enough, even in reli- 
gious education, that the child should have important 
thoughts, and those exactly suited to his age and condi- 
tion ; but these truths must all be fancifully decorated. 
Now children may be so taught as to find pleasure from 
merely receiving new and important ideas ; and this ought 
to, and in the absence of other things, would entertain 
them. 

A literary gentleman, competent to judge, remarked to 
me not long since, that he found in his son an unwilling- 
ness to apply himself to Latin, which he attributed to want 
of solidity in the juvenile literature of the day. He wafl 
accustomed to be entertained, and not trained to reflect 
and investigate. This has long seemed to me a funda- 
mental error, of which, sooner or later, I have no doubt 
we shall all see the evil. We have abundant need of at 
least a few solid works for the young. 

In passing, however, I would remark, that while thift 
inundation of entertaining books is lamented as an evil by 
those, who would give their children a solid education, 
here and there you will find a hapless wight, destined t6 
have nothing beyond its very rudiments, who may reap 
some advantage from the taste of the age. 

-The mass of children are growing up with a distaste 
for books, however useful they may b^, which do not eih 
tevtain. From this superficial teaching, pedantry as wefl 
as sloth arises. Lectures and abridgments are also amMig 
abased privileges. We will, however, if you please, pass 
diese over, inasmuch as they are of incalculable benefit' t^ 
many, and as there remains another subject, upon which 
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a word is to be spoken. This is fashionable calls; and I 
do this in a letter upon mental cultivation, because yoa 
know it was a principle laid down in the onset, that all the 
circumstances of life were tutors and professors engaged 
in helping forward the education. 

In a city, or even a thickly settled village, the system 
of morning calls, evening visits, and even attention to the 
various religious societies, does, at the present day, make 
fearful inroads upon time ; so that it is hardly possible to 
find a moment for the book or pen. Depend upon it, our 
children pay more to these various tutors, than, all things 
considered, their lessons are really worth. Can you 
not devise some way, in which our daughters may be 
charitable, friendly, and useful members of society, and 
manifest these feelings without yielding such a dispropor- 
tionate share of attention, as etiquette at present requires. 
Under this state of society, who would ever think of read- 
ing Joseph us or Rollin ? Indeed, it is no wonder that 
abridgments are in vogue. This state of things may an- 
swer for such as have no domestic labors to perform ; but 
they will not do for those, who are situated as the families 
of ministers are. Will you allow me to press on your 
notice the utility of family reading parties, for which, 
whoever rescues time will find they do their children 
essential service. 

Perhaps you may tell me, your family do not love read- 
ing. You have, then, the more to do for them. You 
haye not only the reading to supply, but you have the 
taste to form. 

A gentleman remarked to me, '* My son has no natural 
love for reading ; but the other day I got Copk's Voyages 
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for him, and he really devoured the book."* It proved to 
be the kind suited to his taste. Ascertain what this taste 
is ; be yourself interested ; shew that you are, and your 
work is done. O, if parents would reflect u^n the im- 
portance of training their children to the quiet employ- 
ments of literature and science, what a fund of safe and 
rational enjoyment would be opened in every family, 
which would do much towards shutting evil out of its cir- 
cle. Sons so educated would have no need of cards or 
champaigne; while our daughters, having resources within 
themselves, would have no inducement to seek that enjoy- 
ment abroad, which it is always safest to look for at home. 

Tours as ever. 

* Since writing the above, a sea captain remarked in my presence, 
never pat Cook's Voyagei into the hands of a boy, nnleis yon are willing 
he should go to sea. 
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PHYSICAL TRAINING OF CHILDREN. 



In this age of dyspepsia, it becomes, with mothers, 
a question of no ordinary interest, how they shall train 
their children so as to secure the most vigorous bodily 
health. 

When you consider how dependant the mind is upon 
the body, you will at once realize, that to study the best 
methods for preserving the health of your children, is one 
of the most important duties, that devolve upon you. It 
would seem as if nothing were more simple, and yet, the 
mass of people miss the way. This lAay, perhaps, be 
attributed, in part at least, to the indulgence in luxuries 
— the great fault in this land of plenty. Yes, from the 
but of logs, to the stately mansion, there is mental and 
bodily suffering from this cause, which is neither confined 
to age or station. 

Have you never thought that the first year might in 
many respects be of the greatest importance to a child, 
perhaps the most important, so far as its physical education 
is concerned, in its entire existence ? In this year, a 
foundation is laid for good or bad health, which, in a 
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greater or less degree, will go with him throtfgh life. YoU 
will observe, that no claims to your attention are present- 
ed, on the score of medical knowledge. Common obser- 
vation and common sense, are the groundwork^ upon 
which this opinion is based. These however^ my dear 
Mary, are sources, that seldom , deceive us, when we are 
honest with ourselves. 

In this year, your management may strengthen the 
powers of digestion, and keep up a healthy circulation ; 
or these feeble powers, may be injured by exertion, to a 
degree, from which they never can or will recover. 

Judicious mothers, are in the habit of daily washing, 
the bodies of their infants in water a very little warmed ; 
«nd are careful to restrict them to the nourishment 
nature has provided. When this fountain fails, a little 
milk and water, with bread, furnishes a substitute. 

Every attention is paid to the comfort of the little one ; 
the mother being scrupulously observant of all the sources 
of infant inquietude, and conscientiously guarding against 
them all, never suffering her babe to be unhappy from 
inattention, when it is in her power to extend relief. 
Observe such children, and you will find their health 
perfect, and the disposition mild and affectionate. I have 
seen the first year so passed, and no cloud darkened 
its horizon. Many, very many little ones, in that period, 
gain the rudiments of fretfulness and impatience from the 
food they take, and frpm the neglect, to which they are 
tnibjected, that what is supposed to be the more impor- 
tant business may be advanced. But what can be of 
more importance to a mother, than the undying spirit com^ 
mitted to her care, lodged in a body, that needs constant 
ilenderness, lest it injure the companioD, Ibv whose benefit 
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it was formed^ as entirely as the casket is made to contab 
the jewel. 

Toa have no donht seen the famous directions to 
mothers for bringing up their children ; " Plenty of food, 
plenty of exercise, plenty of sleep." To all this you may 
literally subscribe, if you will only give them such food, 
as is suited to their weak powers of digestion ; which at 
the present day, with the mass of children, are so over- 
worked, that they are initiated into the mysteries of dys- 
pepsia, before they have knowledge to define the term« 
If mothers would confine young children to bread and 
• milk morning and evening; keeping their appetite suffi- 
ciently simple to relish a bit of dry bread if they were 
hungry between meals, a vast amount of misery would be 
saved. 

The entire bodies of children should often be washed. 
It promotes circulation, leaves the pores of the skin 
open for insensible perspiration to pass off, strengthens 
the limbs and invigorates the whole system. 

A lady of my acquaintance, from motives of compas- 
sion, once received into her family a woman with a young 
child, suffering from bodily indisposition ; from this cause. 
The child refused to eat. Distressed with the thought 
that her darling was sick, the mother filled its bread and 
butter with sugar, which probably answered her ideas of 
luxury, and urg^d the little creature to eat, as if that were 
the grand panacea for all its ills. The poor little saf- 
ferer yielded to solicitude, took the food, which ita Utde 
stomach could so poorly bear, and soon after went into a 
fit, the consequence, no doubt^, of the measore. 

When one reasons with mothers upon the impn^rietf 
of floffering cbiidren to partake of ail the Imiiiries iodolgedl 
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in at the present day, they point you to some iron con« 
stitution, that has endured such training, and still has 
health ; proving nothing but that here and there a soli- 
tary instance may be found, of health to endure that, to 
which the young frame is generally so unequal. 

I do not plead with you to be thus simple in the diet 
of your children, and scrupulous in their habits of clean- 
liness, with the feeling that I am only asking your kind 
regards for the body. All the powers of the understand- 
ing, and the gentle affections of the heart, are interested 
in the treatment of the animal system. Watch the little 
child, who is fed on bacon and stuffed with pastery. See 
what its disposition is, and you will certainly be con- 
vinced that it has been deeply affected by this cruel kind- 
ness. Only observe, and you will always find the food of 
a child will affect favorably or otherwise, its disposition 
and feelings. 

Another, and perhaps more fruitful source of evil, lies 
in the vanity of the parent, who will not hesitate to con- 
fine her little child to many hours of labor, when she 
ought to have been skipping abroad with the lambs of the 
field, that she may be enabled to tell her visiters, that 
this little girl pieced a bed quilt before she was four years 
old. Or the same confinement must be endured — from 
the same sinful motive, that a boy at six may read latin, 
when if the requisite attention had been paid to his physi- 
cal education, he would hardly have been able to read his 
mother tongue. 

Vigor of intellect is impaired, when a child endures 
an amount of mental labor beyond its years. Body 
and mind reciprocally act upon each other. To per* 
ceive the truth of this remark, it is not necessary to 
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be literary. Let a plaiD, common sense person, observe 
ibe workings of his own mind, as occupied in the ordinary 
business of every day, and he will be sensible that all his 
plans, which were bright and beautiful, — all that were 
filled with vivacity and clustered with buds of promise, 
were the fruit of days of health when the spirits were 
elastic. 

With such feelings more progress will be made in one 
hour, than, with an opposite temperament would ordinarily 
be made in two. 

If this supposition be true, you will perceive that the 
vain and ambitious mother, who loads her child with 
labors, to which his age is unequal, though she may, in 
particular things, be gratified, nevertheless ties a weight 
about his neck, that will inevitably prevent his attaining 
to eminence. Yes, I do believe that it is impossible for 
a child, thus early goaded on to unnatural exertion, to 
possess a well balanced character of any pre-eminence. 
There will be defects in bodily health reacting on the 
mind, or there will be painful deficiencies of disposH 
tion, soured by the unnatural process, which, sooner or 
later, will convince the ambitious parent, that she has 
mistaken the road to the temple of fame. 

Why should a parent be solicitous so early to confine 
her little ones to books, when every leaf and every bud, 
every insect and every shell, are teeming with instruc- 
tioo, and the young heart, tender and susceptible, waits^ 
like the unmoulded wax, to receive that impression on 
the affections, which maternal assiduity alone can en« 
stamp. The education of your little one begins with life, 
and is continually carried forward by e^ery circumstance^ 
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that comes under his observation. — All this can be im- 
pressed upon your mind, and influence your practice^ 
while you realize that four or five of the earliest years 
of childhood must be given to physical education, if you 
would best answer the great end of existence. 

Ever yours. 
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CHILDREN OF THE PARISH. 



Dear Mary, — Next to your own family, will naturally 
come the children and youth of the parish. In their best 
good you will feel a lively interest, and your own religious 
feelings will point out to you many ways, in which you 
may advance the cause of Christ, by your labors among 
the young. 

The Sabbath school, undoubtedly, stands first among 
the means used to promote their welfare. Father, sanc- 
tify them through thy truth. Who has not been warmed, 
animated and comforted by a recollection of this prayer, 
while attempting to instil the doctrines and precepts of the 
Bible into the minds of the young. 

In the word of God, there is full instruction for all our 
ignorance : we are sure when we point the young to the 
gospel, that we carry them to a source of information, 
which will be full and safe ; and how should our hearts 
glow with gratitude to God, for such a full disclosure of 
his wishes towards us. 

To the Bible then, we should joyfully bring the youth 
with whom we may be surrounded. There may be many 
reasons why it will be inconvenient for you to be a teacher 
in the Sabbath school. Your health may often be une- 
qual to the task — ^your numerous family cares press upon 
you, and it seems almost impossible to rise above tl^e ob. 
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stacles that sarroand you though your heart is with the 
school. 

My dear Mary, if your heart is there, do be persuaded 
to overcome every obstacle that opposes, and there also, to 
place your persoQ. If you make the attempt, you will 
find difficulties giving way, or you will feel supported un- 
der them j your peace of mind repaying you a thousand 
times, for what you have sacrificed of bodily comfort. 

The influence, the whole influence of the clergyman's 
family, is needed in the Sabbath school ; and so much as 
an indifferent look, from one of its members, will, cer- 
tainly, be injurious. Indifferent looks and indifferent feel- 
ings must not, for a moment, be indulged ; all your ener- 
gies must be enlisted in the cause of Sabbath schools, 
this is your appropriate sphere of action, nor is it one of 
trifling importance. 

In every parish there is a class of young ladies from 
thirteen to seventeen, whose minds are, sufficiently, ma- 
tured to receive the fundamental truths of the gospel to 
advantage ; and what is an extremely favorable circum- 
stance, their plans for life are not yet formed ; they have 
no cares, not having been introduced into society. 

Their feelings also^ are sofl and sensible and their af. 
fections ardent ; what a privilege to be allowed to pour 
instruction into minds like these. Where in all the parish 
will be found an equal number of persons, so likely, to be 
benefited by religious privileges as this class? You will 
feel your whole soul enlisted in the desire to be instra^ 
mental, not only of enlightening their understandings, but 
of 80 presenting the requisitions of the gospel and the 
claims of God before them, that heart and understanding 
«ha]] lx>th, be on the side of the Lord. 
11 
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Think nol that I would speak of it as within the com* 
pass of your ability, to make them Christians. Still, if 
jon will drink deeply into the Sabbath school i^irit ; if 
you will feel the worth of souls and the benefits arising to 
the church and to the world from early piety ; if you will 
remember the uncertainty of life and muse upon the worth 
^ the soul, the fire will bum within ; desires will be 
awakened that will lead you in every prayer to make sup* 
plication before God in behalf of this class ; neither will 
your prayers be cold and formal, breathed from the lips, 
while the heart is unafiected. You will have groanings, 
which cannot be uttered ; with strong crying and tears 
you will agonize before the throne of God, and realizing 
your utter unworthiness to look up, you will remember, 
O, how gladly, that you have an Intercessor before the 
throne, an Advocate with the Father; this will enable you 
to come with boldness, and lead you in the exercise of 
faith to exclaim, I will not let thee go except thou bless 
me! 

One by one you will present the members of your class, 
dwelling on the circumstances of trial and temptation con- 
nected with each case ; pleading, in faith, on their behalf 
the blood that was shed for the purification of sinners. 
And God will not despise the prayer of the destitute ; he 
will bend his ear to the voice of your supplications, and 
when you meet your class on the Sabbath, the Spirit of 
God will be among them ; I speak with confidence, the 
«pirit of God will be among them ; faithfulness to his own 
precious promises will not permit the Almighty, to turn 
away firom such constant, persevering prayer <^ered in 
iSimiHe reliance on the blood of Christ, and in expectation 
4>f a blessing; jone and another — and another, will yield 
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Bubmissive, and your gladdened soul will exclaim, what 
hath God wrought ! To him be all the glory. 

For if the Lord converts souls through your instrumen- 
tality, you will be made to see, you will be made to feel, 
that God, and not man has wrought the blessing. 

It is miserable business to go into the Sabbath school 
with the low expectations of informing the understanding 
merely ; equally miserable is it to sow seed, with the hope 
of a harvest, after the folds of the death robe are on your 
bosom. If we cherish such feelings, we ought to expect 
that God, when he looks down upon us will say, accord- 
ing to your faith be it unto you. 

No, my dear friend, you will labor for present fruits. 
To teachers who reside among a scattered population, 
the business of visiting each scholar, is laborious, and 
perhaps after you have made an effort to see her, you will 
find that she is unwilling to converse, freely, upon the 
subject of religion, in company with her parents ; so that 
you return from your visit, with the feeling that little has 
been accomplished. 

It has been found in some instances, that an occasional 
afternoon of the scholars, with the teacher, afforded a 
better opportunity, for profitable conversation than would, 
ordinarily, be enjoyed by visiting the scholars, while far 
less time would be consumed. Invite them all to tea with 
you, and devote the afternoon to instructive reading, close 
conversation and fervent prayer. 

If there is much feeling on the subject of religion, the 
visit will be interesting and attended by all the class; bat 
if God has in any measure withdrawn his Holy Spirit^ 
you will find an unwillingness, on the part of some at 
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least of your number, to give you this opportunity for close 
personal conversation. 

Another means of usefulness among the young is the 
formation of societies for benevolent purposes. Those, 
who are situated in the midst of a dense population, may 
find it pleasant to meet in this way oflen, and let an asso- 
ciation for a charitable purpose be substituted for visits of 
a merely social character. Habits may thus be gained, 
which will do much towards rendering the individuals, 
who form them, useful in afier life. 
. Almost every parish will furnish an example of such 
associations among the young. Habits of self-denial and 
of exertion may here be formed, which will influence the 
whole subsequent life. 

You will think, my dear Mary, that you must make Her- 
culian efforts to accomplish these various duties ; and so, 
in truth you must ; but one glance at the motives, which 
present themselves, will certainly sustain and support you, 
in the faithful discharge of your duty. 

Under like holy influences, a host of young persons are 
training up to take the places of their parents, with en- 
larged views of duty, and prepared to move forward intel- 
ligently, and casting their entire influence on the side of 
truth. For these early impressions will be lasting. They 
will be inwrought with the whole spirit of the youth ; for 
in all your intercourse with them, the law of kindness has 
. been on your lips. They have seen your tears, and been 
witnesses to all your solicitude; and while they have 
thought of you as a friend, the instruction, that you have 
given them, has never beea effaced from their memories. 
Who can tell how many souls will reach heaven, in 
consequence of this faithfulness ? 
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A flmall thing, I am persuaded, will not prevent you 
from reading and reflecting much upon those subjects, 
connected with the education of children and youth. 
Happily it is at the present day an all-engrossing topic ; 
and you will find most of our periodicals abounding in 
hints, suited to your wants. Your own good sense, how- 
OTer, will be requisite to guide in their selection, and to 
determine how many of these hints are adapted to your 
purpose. You will also, continually, ask counsel of God ; 
and relying on his guidance and direction, enter upon 
your labors, as one, who expects to give an account. 

As ever, your affectionate friend. 



11« 
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VARIOUS ASSOCIATIONS. 

Yoir will always feel, my dear Mary, that it is yoor duty 
to qualify yourself to preside in all religious female meet* 
ings. 

You will observe, that I do Dot say, that your place i» 
always at the head of these associations. On the contrary, 
where there are a number of efficient, well-informed 
women, it is very desirable that their variety of talent 
should be brought to bear upon the cause of piety and be- 
nevolence, by placing them, successively^ at the head of the 
various associations, formed to promote the interests of 
the Redeemer's kingdom. Especially would you find this 
beneficial in the Maternal Association, where each mother 
would be likely to develope more fully her own plan of 
management, as the place she occupied would of course 
lead her to a more unreserved expression of her vtews, 
than would ordinarily be received from her, in a different 
station. 

Very much is gained in education by observing success- 
ful experiments. Every mother could tell you something^ 
by which you might be benefited, if she were placed in a 
situation, where it could be drawn from her* 

I once knew a plain woman, who very much exceDed 
as a housekeeper, who used to say she never received a 
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domestic into her family, from whom she did not learn 
something. The hint is worth preserving for its original 
application ; but I have introduced it here to remark, that 
in the business of education, much will be gained by the 
observation of mothers upon the results of different sys- 
tems, as practiced by their acquaintance. These systems 
will be elicited through the meetings of mothers. ' 

It will also become your duty to read and reflect, as 
well as observe ; nor will you feel at liberty, at any time, 
to meet the Maternal Association, without having some- 
thing interesting to present, whatever your standing may 
be in the society ; but whenever it is your duty to preside, 
you will be utterly without excuse if you look to otb- 
ers to supply the reading, and fill the time profitably. 
This responsibility you ought to take, and to be suitably 
prepared, much time will be required ; and this, perhaps, 
you will say you cannot command. 

A clergyman once visited a school composed of young 
ladies, whom he urged to attend to the subject of religion. 
" Perhaps," said he, " you may think you have not time ; 
but for this object, alone, was time given you.^' 

Happy will it be for the church, when Christians alt 
reason thus. Happy will it be for you and for me, when 
we realize, that the grand business of our lives is religion. 

When you married a minister, yoa did not calculate 
npon a life of ease, or upon leisure for the gratification of 
selfish pursuits. Think of this, and it will help you to 
redeem time. 

The Maternal Association should not be considered as 
a substitute for female prayer meetings. It has been 
found best to make such meetings seasons of intellectual 
improvement ; the greater part of the time to be ^nt in 
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reading and conversation, commencing and elosipg with 
prayer. You will at once see that such meetings will not 
supersede the necessity of praying circles, where doubts 
less you learn more of what is meant by the communion 
of saints, than you ever have in any other situation. 
While speaking of Maternal Associations, I ought ta 
* remark, that before each quarterly meeting, upon which 
your children are to be present, a prayer meeting should 
be held by the mothers on their behalf. 

'' Prayer moves the hand that moves the world.'' 

And here, my dear Mary, let me introduce to your notice 
a little circle, who wera accustomed to meet for prayer in 
the village of — . A minister was stationed there, who, from 
Sabbath to Sabbath, presented the withering doctrines of 
Unitarianism. Only here and there an individual, in the 
whole parish, dissented from the views of their pastor, all 
with one accord, crying. Prophecy unto us smooth things* 
Intemperance and Sabbath breaking prevailed, lamenta^ 
bly. 

In this state of things, a family in the place received a 
visit from Christian friends, who were faithful in conver- 
sation. A female was awakened, and ultimately brought 
to see the beauty there is in holiness, and to love the doc- 
trines of evangelical religion. Another and another, in 
different ways became interested in the truth, when a 
female prayer meeting was commenced. 

Oh, Mary, if you have never been situated as these 
females were, you can never know, in all its fulness, the 
blessings that may Sow from such meetings. Truly, 
they were as cold water to the thirsty soul. They were 
oontiaaed at stated intervalsy and religion waa iwver m 
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low as to haye them discontinued but once, and that but 
for a short time. The object of these meetings was, to 
plead with God that he would, in his own way, send them 
a faithful pastor ; one, to whose instructions they could 
listen with profit. Year ailer year rolled away, and this 
little society continued to pray ; and from the feeble be* 
ginnings of two or three met together in the name of Christy 
the society numbered thirty or more, who were united in 
asking, that they might have such truth presented to them, 
as God would own and bless in the conversion of sinners. 

Eighteen years from the formation of this society, it 
was my privilege to attend a meeting of its members. 
Time had produced a change among them, and, in part, 
the object of the meeting was also changed ; for now, 
with breathings after holiness, likeness to God, and a life 
of constant usefulness, were mingled grateful offerings of 
thanksgiving and praise. In that fair valley was a temple 
dedicated to the Triune God ; and a pastor, who went in 
and out before the people, and brake unto them the bread 
of life. The Spirit of God also had been there, with his 
new creating energies, a church had been gathered ; and 
as from Sabbath to Sabbath, they sat together in heavenly 
places, it could not be but that a remembrance of what 
God had wrought, would animate their faith, invigorate 
their zeal, and help them onward in their toilsome jour* 
ney towards Mount Zion,. the city of the living God. 

I have more to say on these subjects, but perceive that 
I have already filled my sheets and perhaps wearied my 
friend. 

Yours as ever« 
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DUTIES TO BAPTIZED CHILDREN. 

My dear Mary, — Be not discduraged, though no one 
will feel the importance of Maternal Associations. Your 
trials are such as are common to others in your situation. 
It will always be safe to impute this state of feeling among 
Christian parents to want of information, rather than 
want of interest. 

Having failed to establish a Maternal Association, you 
must not, for a moment, feel as if your labor of love might 
be permitted to end here. If in all your church, there 
should be but one individual, who will unite with yoa, 
commence your meeting with that one. But do not stop 
here. Distribute the numbers of the Mother's Magazine, 
Letters upon Christian Education, Babington, &c. &c., 
all of which will be read by those, who read any thing. 

I knew an instance of a clergyman's wife, who had, 
during a succession of years, mede many efforts to estab- 
lish a Maternal Association, with little success. Two 
only were found to join her, and those did not long con- 
tinue to meet. She then exerted herself to circulate the 
Mother's Magazine, when, in this same community, a 
Maternal Association was formed without any effort, and 
attended with a great deal of interest. There is, in every 
mother's bosom, a love for her offspring, which will, almost 



Digitized by 



Google 



DirriEs TO BArriZKD children. 131 

uniibrroly, lead her to make great efforts for their good ; 
bat in the majority of eases, she has ? ery indistinct ideas 
of the duties, which grow out of the maternal relations. 
When yon introduce the mother's meeting to her no- 
tice, she will receive the idea, that yon are imposing some 
new obligation upon her. Already overwhelmed with a 
sense of her responsibility, she shrinks from solicitation, 
often neglecting such a measure of attention to what you 
say of the object, as to have no distinct impression upon 
her mind of any thing, but the responsibilities of the 
parent. 

But let these same mothers be persuaded to read; let 
them see distinctly placed before them the results of some 
effi>rt to correct a fiuilt in a child ; (this is, usually, well 
exhibited in the writings of the Abbotts.) And let her 
be made to see, that Maternal Associations are for the 
instruction of mothers, a kind of school, in which they 
may be taught to train up their children for God, and in 
which that united prayer is offered, to which our heavenly 
Father has promised his blessing ; — where two are agreed 
a$ touching what they shall ask, it shall be done ; — when 
this subject is understood, it will not fail of interesting the 
feelings of mothers. Yes, it will always be safe to sup- 
pose, when no interest is taken among Christian mothers 
in the Maternal Association, that its object is not under- 
stood ; and of course, to establish meetings, it will be 
necessary to disseminate information as a preparatory 
step. 

Some mothers may, understandingly, turn away from 
these associations, and from the sources of information 
connected with them, and turn, too, from the fervent 
prayers offered for the conversion of their children. But 
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be not discoaraged. Do your duty, and God will accept 
you in it; always feeling that a branch of this duty is, to 
circulate information respecting Christian education. 

When you see professing mothers coming up in a body 
to those meetings, you will feel that here is the place to 
bring your baptized children ; that in connection with this 
meeting, they may be taught the nature of their relation 
to the church, and the duties resulting from this relation. 

In the children of the church. Christians ought to feel 
a deep interest ; and it should be a subject of regret and 
trial, that so little attention has been paid to the duties, 
that grow out of the relation, the interesting relation, that 
baptized children sustain to the church. 

It is to be feared that the mass of Christian mothers do 
not obtain very clear or definite ideas of the responsibili- 
ties, that rest upon them, in consequence of having dedi- 
cated their children to God in baptism. The clergyman, 
perhaps, is not at home in conversation with the lambs of 
his flock ; there is a diversity of gifts, where there is the 
same spirit. Still something more should be attempted for 
this interesting portion of the community, for it is desira- 
ble that they should understand their relation, and know 
their obligation to their Maker. 

A quarterly sermon ought to instruct, and in many in* 
stances does instruct the baptized children ; but perhaps, 
we are not aware how little is understood of what is com- 
municated in this way« 

Ordinarily, much more could be done by that mother, 
who looks back upon the Abrahamic covenant, and feels 
that in that, blessings were secured to her as one of the 
spiritual children of Abraham, and for her sake, to her 
beloved family ; and who, when she gave up her little 
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ones in baptism, felt that she then sealed this covenant 
for her own ; thus taking the God of Abraham for her 
God, and the God of her children forever. This act, if it 
has been performed with feelings, that were accepted in 
heaven, will be much upon her heart ; and will often be 
the subject of conversation between herself and ohildren. 
She will have been accustomed to speak often to them of 
having made them children of the church, and of the ob* 
ligations, that are upon them*so to conduct, as to bring no 
wound upon the religion of their parents ; and of their 
own obligations to improve, under the light and knowl- 
edge, which beams upon them from having their birth and 
education in a Christian land, and from, their relation 
to Christian parents, who have dedicated them to God in 
baptism. 

And why, my dear Mary, should not you be that mother ? 
Your husband's library will afford you all the facilities, 
which you need, for understanding this subject; and your 
daily habits of instructing children, have made you fa- 
miliar with the manner of presenting truth to the youngs 
You will, therefore, doubtless consider, that it devolves 
upon you to feel deeply interested in the children of the 
church ; and that you are sacredly bound to give them all 
the instruction in your power, while your prayer shall, 
continually, arise, that they may find it indeed a blessed 
privilege to have been baptized children. 

Ever your affectionate friend. 



12 
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YOUR HUSBAND IN HIS MNISTERIAL CHARACTEIL 



The marriage co? enant^ my dear Mary, in itself alone 
considered, involves many highly important duties, strictly 
binding upon every one, who voluntarily enters into thb 
interesting relation, so wisely calculated to promote the 
best good of society. 

My purpose, however, is not at present to consider the 
sacredness of this relation, or to contemplate any of its 
ordinary duties ; but you will allow me to point out some 
ways, in which, I think, the wife of a minister may serve 
Ood in her relation to her husband. Every person is in- 
fluenced in a greater or less degree by the society, in 
which he moves. The life, which a minister's wife may 
live cannot be unimportant, considered simply in relation 
to her husband. No one can habitually shed around her 
the silent influence of a holy example, without benefiting 
all, with whom she associates. The world may think 
that a minister has no need of a holy atmosphere to help 
him heavenward ; but he would be the first to tell you, 
that you have this treasure in earthen vessels ; and that 
ministers are men of like frailties with other Christians, 
and have need to use the same means as others to pro- 
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mote growth in grace. Much, very much is depending 
upon their holy living; and the faithful minister will 
feel the importance of being abundant in his efforts to 
become assimilated to the character of Christ. 

Yes, if the wife of a minister every day exhibits in her 
family the character of a consistent Christian, it will, 
certainly, have a powerful influence upon her husband's 
ministry. 

Newton recommends that husbands and wives should 
have seasons of private prayer, leading alternately. The 
hint is certainly worthy of attention, for the bearing 
that it would necessarify have upon your holy living. 

We have, my dear friend, many duties beside those of 
prayer, but we are commanded to perform these with the 
same spirit, with which we bow before the mercy seat; 
aiming continually, that whatsoever we do, we should do 
all to the glory of God. 

Under the head of economy, some suggestions have 
been made, which will not here be repeated ; but depend 
apon it, a good economist at the head of a minister's family, 
will rescue many an hour from anxiety and inquietude, 
which may be devoted to the best good of a people — We 
cannot well put too high an estimate upon the time of a 
clergyman ; from principle, therefore, you will, as much as 
possible, save your husband's time, by dispensing with 
those little attentions, which in ordinary circumstances, 
you would think necessary. 

It is extremely pleasant to enjoy the society of those, 
who are dear to us; but this pleasure should not be 
expected by the wife of a minister in the nineteenth ceo- 
tnry. 
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You have seen the family of a mercantile man relin- 
quish the society of its head, cheerfully relinquish it, that 
he might accumulate wealth. You have seen such families 
dispense with many little civilities, which in themselves are 
desirable, that the time rescued might be expended in 
acquiring property ; and shall there not be that in our hdy 
religion, which will animate you to make greater sacrifices 
than are made by the mere worldling, in the pursuit of 
earthly good ? 

It was mentioned of the late Mrs. Malcolm of Boston, 
that she would attend upon the door bell herself^ that she 
might know the nature of the calls upon her husband's 
time, and thus save him from unnecessary interruption. 
This is a worthy example. Indeed, the time of a minis- 
ter is so important, that any conscientious woman must 
feel herself under obligations to rescue as much of it as 
possible from all unworthy purposes. 

Mr. James, in his Church Member's Guide, has a chap- 
ter to the wives of ministers, well worthy of their serious 
consideration. The duties, arising from the relation we 
are now considering, as noticed by the above mentioned 
author, are, that a minister's wife should hide her hus- 
band's faults, and not expose any of his plans or pur- 
poses. I quote from memory, and must be excused if I 
do not give the language of the writer. 

You have need, my dear Mary, of great disinterested- 
ness ; indeed, every believer will feel that this quality is 
an essential feature in the Christian character ; though 
probably, there are few situations, in which there will be 
greater drafts upon this virtue, than in yours. StiU, enig- 
matical as it may seem to the superficial, the practical 
Christian knows from experience, that his happiest hours 
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tre when there has been the greatest absence of self in 
kis feelings. 

Domestic arrangements should, so far as is practicable, 
be under your superintendence. Let it be your duty fe 
regulate expenditures, to provide for the wants of your 
femily, and if possible, take upon yourself the laborious 
every day business of training up your children. Moth-^ 
ers, at the present day, have so much light shed upon 
their duties in the work of education, that while looking 
to God for his blessing, they may go forward with some 
probability of their gaining the right way. I speak only 
of the details of instruction. No woman would feel happy 
in taking upon herself the entire responsibility of direct* 
ing the education of a riding family, without the superin- 
tendence of the father^ such a measure would not be 
advisable. 

We live in a fallen world, and every parish, whether it 
be great or small, furnishes many occasions of deej^ solici* 
tude to a faithful pastor. Many events occur to distu/b 
the equanimity of his spirit ; and many to fill his soul with 
unutterable anguish. 

Perhaps an idea of what I would convey cannot more 
readily be gained, than by giving you a thought from a 
sermon by the lamented Payson upon some anniversary 
noticed in his society. The text was, I seek not yours but 
you. 

It is aside from my present purpose to attempt an ab- 
stract of the sfurmon, which, though intensely interesting, 
appeared to be an extemporaneous ejQTort, and is only 
noticed to introduce a figure, by which the preacher con- 
veyed to the minds of his listening audience, the -deep 
anxiety for their spiritual good, which had prostrated his 
•12 
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health, and withered hb energies, in the meridian of 
life. 

Suppose^ said Dr. Payson, you were walking beside a 
stream of water, in which a multitude of your fellow men 
were struggling for life; every moment in danger of going 
to the bottom. You fly at once to their rescue. Exert- 
ing all your efforts, you think you have secured some ; but 
alas, they break from your grasp — slip from your hold, 
and, one afler another sink, to rise no more. From 
such a scene, think you, my hearers, you would go home 
to rest ? 

Probably there is no faithful pastor, who does not know 
something of these feelings. He finds his duties always 
arduous, and not thrown from the mind when the body 
reposes. 

To this state of feeling, many, in every parish, seem 
utter strangers ; they look at the life of a minister as one 
of almost entire exemption from toil. And though they 
see one on their right hand and another on their lefl, 
falling in the vigor of manhood, it seldom occurs to them 
that they are laid in this early grave through the pressure 
of labor that could not be borne. 

How tender, then, should every Christian be of the 
feelings of his Pastor. How anxious to come up to his 
help in every duty, that he may thus " stay up his hands.^' 
Above all, how studious should the wife of a minister be, 
80 far as it may be in her power, to remove every occa- 
sion of disquietude, to participate herself in burdens, thai 
cannot be removed ; and always feel it an honor thus to 
dissist in the great work of saving souls ; a work^ which in 
every situation in life» should be considered the grand 
enterprise of the Christian. 
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Life may, no doubt, be prolonged by being rendered 
thus comfortable ; every private feeling aside, how desir- 
able so to honor the servant of Him, who shed his blood 
for our redemption. Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of 
the least of these my brethren, ye did it unto me. 

How important does this view of the subject make your 
duties appear. — You, my dear Mary, will feel it; and 
your affectionate heart will find a thousand ways, by 
which to assist your husband. — ^In his hours of study you 
will aid him by the order and quiet of your family, and by 
the perfect regularity of every domestic arrangement ; and 
as your hands are busy with these requisite preparations, 
how should your heart be continually rising to Him, who 
notices all your desires for light and guidance, for wisdom 
and grace^ that the preparation being made for the pulpit^ 
may all be, not merely the truth ; but just such truth as 
the state of the congregation requires. Oh, the efficacy 
of believing prayer ; would that Christians could all esti- 
mate its worth.* 

Yours as evei. 
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HOLINESS OF HEART AND LIFE. 

Mt dear Mart, — Some, who take their rules of ac- 
tion from the Bible, have supposed that parishes have no 
claims on the exertions of a minister's wife, except such 
as grow out of the fact, that she professes to be a follower 
of Him, who went about doing good ; that parishes stip« 
ulate for the services of the pastor, and with these servi- 
ces, they ought to content themselves. 

This, so far as it respects obligation arising from con- 
tract, is literally true. The parish contract for the labors 
of the minister, and for these alone. 

In this land of freedom of opinion, undoubtedly one of 
the most fruitful sources of evil in the church, originates 
in the mistaken an^ unscriptural notions, entertained by 
Christians on this subject Many, even of those, who 
most earnestly desire to serve God, appear to suppose that 
the domestic arrangements of the minister's family ought 
to be such, as the whole parish, and they in particular, 
approve ; whereas there is not a solitary reason, that would 
not hold good with every other member of the church, 
why they should interfere in any way whatever. 

The church should recolleci that when God made 
special regulations lor his people, instead of enjoining 
peculiar self-denial opon his ministers with regard to tem- 
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poral blessings, he distinguished them in this very particu- 
lar. Having made it the duty of the other tribes, each to 
give a tenth of their income for their support, he added 
the gift of the various offerings reserved from the fire, and, 
likewise, AJl the best of the oil, all the best of the wine, 
and the wheat, the first fruits, which they offer to the 
Lord, them will I give thee. 

However, my dear, it well becomes us to recollect, that 
under the darkened dispensation, to which allusion has 
been made, spiritual blessings were dimly shadowed forth 
by temporal good, which was often given as an earnest of 
more enduring favor, which the children of Israel were 
strengthened to expect by sensible emblems. Thus Ca- 
naan was to be valued, not for itself alone considered, but 
in reference to the heavenly inheritance, of which it was 
a type. 

We live under a purer and more simple dispensation ; 
and in an age, when believers are taught by the spirit of 
their religion, not to seek great things for themselves ; to 
seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness. 
Though I sincerely think that when the interesting, sacred, 
and endearing relation between the family of the minister 
and the church is better understood, one of the great evils, 
that waste the spirits of the pastor, weaken the piety of 
the church, and cause many to stumble and fall, will, 
effectually, be done away. 

It has been said, in allusion to this subject, in a former 
letter, — There is but one rule of action for any Christian, 
whatever may be his station in the church ; and this is 
found in the command to do all to the glory of God. 

Now the business, the entire business of the minister is^ 
to ascertain the rule of bis duty as laid down in the Scrips 
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tures; and to apply this rule in practice. All his studies^ 
all his prayers, in a greater or less degree, have a bearing 
npon this one object. 

Others of like employment and like spirit, gather 
aroand his fire-side, and bow at his domestic altar, shed- 
ding around them the fragrance of holy desires ; while 
volume afler volume is perused, profitable for instruction 
in doctrine and duty. And here, my friend, in the light 
and knowledge that thus beam upon you from heaven, you 
find your obligation's to grow in grace, to be eminent for 
holiness of heart and life. You are the first to become 
acquainted with the great plans of benevolence, which are 
ushering in the latter day of millennial glory ; the first to 
hear of the wants of the heathen, and of the openings for 
useful exertions in your own vicinity ; and from the com- 
paratively holy atmosphere that they breathe, society have 
a right to expect that the wives of ministers will be holy 
and devoted ; first in every good word and work. Alas, 
that their reasonable expectations should so often be dis- 
appointed ; that with all this light upon the path of their 
duty, with all these helps and motives to holy obedience, 
we should ever be selfish or worldly minded. O, may the 
Giver of all good, for his own name's sake, help us to 
elevate our standard of action, and then give us strength 
from on high to discharge our duties with unwavering 
fidelity. 

It docs one good, dear Mary, to look often at the com- 
plicated duties, that grow out of the various existing rela^ 
tions; beginning with the all-important business of elevat- 
ing one's own practice to the standard of the gospel, and 
duly considering that growth in grace implies advance- 
ment in all the branches of the Christian character, and 
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Bot in the cuhivatioa of one trait at the expense of anol^r. 
WhiJe the heart of the consistent Christian is swelling 
with the most expansive benevolence, and stretching all 
its powers to grasp at distant spheres of action, it is equally 
desirous that even the most insignificant service should be 
performed, which dnty requires her to extend to the most 
humble dependent about her. Farther, a well balanced char- 
acter will enable her ito practice economy without covetous- 
ness, liberality without profusion, and so on, until her 
growth in grace shall have so united opposite tendencies in 
her own character, as to present to the eye of the observer, 
— not perfection, but that uniform consistency of deport- 
ment, that, next to perfection, best honors religion. 

The picture, dear Mary, seems alluring. All the energies 
of your mind are put in requisition to transfer it to your 
daily practice. Alas, for poor human nature, when one 
reflects that, so far as an observer may judge by one's 
daily living, all this may be done, and yet the actor be as 
far from the kingdom of heaven as if not one duty had 
been attempted. It is the prerogative of Deity alone to 
scan the temper of the heart ; which, though it may be 
inferred, cannot certainly be known by any course of out- 
ward conduct. 

There is nothing, which is so much, so verp much to 
be dreaded in this day, when religion is fashionable, as 
the semblance without the reality, the form without the 
power, the outwar() act without the internal principle 
which, indeed, is all, that can ever benefit the individual, 
who performs the deed. 

The doctrine of justification by works, tallies, exactly, 
wiUi the taste of the natural man, whose understanding 
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hafl^received the truth that some kind of religion is re- 
quisite to ensure bis final happiness. 

Think not, for one moment, that I suppose these re* 
marks applicable, in any peculiar sense, to my beloved 
friend. In common with all Christians, it would undoubt- 
ly be well for you to guard against the spirit of Arminian- 
ism, which some have supposed has for years been creep- 
ing into the church ; a spirit to be dreaded equally with 
the Antinomian inactivity of past years. You recollect 
the sentiment of Young : — 

" Is virtue, then, and piety the same 7 

No, piety is more j 'tis virtue's source 5 

Mother of every worth, as that of joy. 

Men of the worid this doctrine ilJ digest. 

They smile at piety, ycl boast aloud 

Good will to men, nor know they strive 

To part what nature joins, and thus confute the whole.'' 

Purity of motive, and that alone, will ensure present 
enjoyment in a life of active benevolence. Few will enter 
into plans^ which, in the ardor of* your desire to be use- 
ful, you have laid before them ; fewer still will do any 
thing materially to advance the cause you quietly advo- 
cate ; while examples will not be wanting of those, who 
will openly deride and oppose you ; but if you have sim- 
ply desired the approbation of your God, and the good of 
your fellow-men, you will be able, in the fulness of your 
heart, to exclaim ; none of these things move me. 

When influenced by the one simple aim of being holy 
before God, in obedience to his commands, and with the 
single purpose of doing his will, you perform the variouf 
duties of life, as a wife, as a mother, as a friend ten* 
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lieriy Blhre to every exasting Telatbn, jtm will ted yon 
liave flovpces of eajoyment, of wiiich bo eazihly power 
cui deprive you. 

There is aothieg, winch, vs a cUss of people, minislerfl' 
wives are so decidedly called epon to cuitiTate, as parity 
of iatention ; equally Talaable in any and every other sit- 
uation in life, in itself considered, but more necessary in 
this, as yielding individual quiet, to be attained on no 
other ground. 

O, how it would shake the dominions of the prince of 
darkness, if every one in our land, occupying the station 
you occupy, would, from this pure desire to serve God, 
etand forth among her friends, not as one, who expects 
unusual distinctions, or cherishes wishes for that honor, 
that comes from men ; but as willing to endure hardness 
as a good soldier, and who^ imitating Moravian simplicity 
and zeal, would quietly consecrate time, talents and influ- 
ence to Him, who was the original Giver. 

Calculate not upon ease. It is natural and innocent, 
under proper restrictions, to desire happiness ; but Chris- 
tians certainly mistake the path, which leads to it, when 
their efforts for usefulness, their hopes and their anxieties 
are restricted to themselves, and their immediate family 
circle. The tender anxiety, which I cherish for your hap- 
piness, for your daily enjoyment, induces me, once more, 
to touch upon your motives ; for I know you will be ac- 
tive, with all the light, that beams upon your path of duty, 
living, as you do, in the nineteenth century. I am sure 
of your activity ; and God grant that it may be without 
the least mingling of sin or self. Look simply for the 
approbation of God. In your best, and most enlightened 
plans, all, who are good, will not concur ; therefore, let 
13 
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not the approbation of jonr fellow creatures be necessary 
to your happiness. The more pure your motives are^ the 
less will you be affected by applause or by censure, 
wnich, Qod grant you may never deserve by the exhibition 
of zeal, without knowledge. 

Ever your aflfectionate friend. 
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ASSOCIATIONS FOR MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT. 

My DEAR Mary. — ^Will you give me leave to com- 
mence this letter by inquiring, if you are a member of an 
association composed of ministers' wives ? 

If no such association exist in your vicinity, will you 
give me leave to suggest to you the formation of one. 

The various benevolent societies of the day, in many of 
the States, celebrate their anniversaries in some central 
place ; and this you know, usually brings together the 
wives of clergymen, thus affording an opportunity for the 
cultivation of feelings and affections of a most delightful 
character. The situation involves duties, trials and 
difficulties, peculiar to all ; how pleasant then, to meet, 
and mingling your sympathies and prayers, recount to 
each other the different means employed to do good in 
the several spheres, in which you move, and the success 
attending these various efforts. As iron sharpeneth iron, 
80 doth the countenance of a man his friend. 

Such a meeting, with the blessing of God, might do 
much to raise the tone of piety throughout a state. A 
benevolent enterprise is to be commenced ; religious anni- 
versaries have called together many of the class of per- 
flonsy to whom allusion has been made. Some one, whose 
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heart is alive to the importance of effort, designates the 
place and then calls upon all present, to meet her at the 
appointed hour. 

We will suppose the special object of the meeting is to 
aid in sending the gospel to the destitute. What can the 
wives of ministers do, acknowledged as they are, a class 
of people, who have little to do with this world's v^ealth; 
what can they do ? You answer at once ; they can re- 
trench; and think very truly, that when the various 
parishes see, at the tables of their respective ministers^ 
an entire absence of luxuries, that the example will be 
beneficiaL 

When the various parishes see the wives of clergymen 
retrenebing from their attire; and though not at war 
with taste, avoiding all unnecessaFy expense in its indnl* 
gience, to some extent, at least, it will surely do good. 

It will not be sufficient thai you affix your name to a 
sum, that you will save from your allowed expenditures. — 
You will have need to make retrenchment a subject of 
ferv^il, continued^ and united supplications. — Human 
nftture does not love to be restricted, where self is con^ 
cerned. We all like to gratify our taste, our convenience, 
and shall I not add, our pride ; but how much better will 
it be, when the hour of retrospection comes, to feel that 
we have denied ourselves, than to realize that we have 
been growing into an unlikeness to our Savior, by indulge 
ing the multiplied calls of the flesh. 

Yes, let there be much prayer upon the subject. X^t 
there be a season set apart, 'when all the wives of minis- 
ters will engage in spirit, unitedly, to look up to him„ 
who has said, if any lack wisdom, let him ask of God. — 
Pray much, my dear Mary, and God will shed light upon 
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your path, strengtheD your good purposes, and make your 
alms and your example powerful helpers in the cause of 
Christ; while this union in effort will prove a strong 
bond of interest, closely uniting the hearts of those, who 
have like responsibilities, like burdens, and like desires to 
be the humble instruments of good in their several fields 
of labor. 

When you meet, there will be sympathy in trials; and 
together commending yourselves to God, and asking 
Divine guidance, how will you go forth to the conflict 
with renewed resolutions of obedience and renewed energy 
in your Master's service. Indeed, my dear Mary, '' union 
is strength ; " and I hope you will feel the importance of 
joining such a society, if one exists in the state ; and if 
not, of immediately taking measures to form one, and the 
Lord will bless your endeavors. 

But shall we not injure our usefulness, if we differ 
from other classes in society ? This question was once 
proposed, in such an association as has been described 
above, — the answer was, 

*' If we conscientiously do that, which we think to be 
right in the sight of God, we may rest assured, that he 
will not allow our characters materially to suffer, in con- 
sequence of this obedience." An answer, founded in 
a deep knowledge of the character and government of 
God. 

A lady from a neighboring state once described to me 
a society, with which she was connected. — ^It was on a 
more limited scale than the one above described, and 
composed only of the wives of those ministers, who made 
up a particular association.— The society originated in 
the deiire of these mothers to train up their ehildren tot 
13» 
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God, and was of the nature of a Maternal AssociatioDi. 
Husbands and wives were all accustomed to assemUe at 
the house, where the ministers' meeting was to be holden, 
when the ladies made a partj by themselves and proceed- 
ed to the nearest minister's house, always excusing the 
lady whose husband invited the association. When as* 
sembled, they conversed upon the best methods for trun- 
ing up their children for God, recounted their trials, 
brought forward any improvements, and made, so far aa 
was in their power, useful suggestions growing out of 
observation and experience, and mingling their prayer 
that God would direct them so to train up their children, 
that even the enemies of religion would no longer wish 
IQ say in comparison, '*bad as ministers* children." 
These associations were held successively at each other^s 
houses. 

In still another state^ ministers^ wives, when brought 
together by religious anniversaries, were accnstomed to 
have a prayer meeting by themselves. Perhaps, my dear, 
it may be your privilege to mature some system, which 
will unite these various objects; and thus you will have 
the pleasure of meeting with those, who, while they open 
their hand to the needy, and extend their sympathies to 
those, with whom they have no personal acquaintance, at 
the same time labor diligently to be prepared for the faith* 
ful discharge of the duties, which they owe to their owb 
families, and to the circle, with which they are Irome* 
, diately connected ; while all these subjects, with all their 
burdens and deficiencies, are presented to God, in united 
and believing prayer. 

Christian mothers at the present day, act tor llieir*ekil* 
dren as well as kit themselves ; feeling that they hare 
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consecrated their offspring, offered them up hi the ordi- 
ftance of baptism, intending to train them Ibr his service. 
At a meeting of clergymen's wives, a tady remarked that 
she was accustomed to present to the minds of her chil* 
dren the various benevolent objecta of the day, clearly 
informing their understandings as to the good to be accom* 
plished by the charity, and asking what they were willing 
to relinquish for the privilege of aiding these various en- 
terprizes ; when they would select some article of drese 
or food, and then ask their father what he would pay 
them, if they would go without the specified article. Id 
this way two little ones collected seven dollars, which 
they gave in charity, and felt that the offering was their 
own ; and, said their mother, they are happy children. 
The offering is theirs, and their enjoyment is far greater 
than it would have been, had they not denied themselves 
for the benefit of others. And who, that has had the 
pleasure of being useful, does not know this to be the 
case? 

Hasten then, dear Mary, for the sake of your children, 
hasten to associate with mothers, who thus train up their 
offspring for God. Oh, if it could be that self-k>ve would 
thus be nipt in the very germ, what a multitude would.be 
raised up " amid the sacramental host of God's elect," to 
stand in the " fore firont" of the battle, waged against the 
empire of Satan. 

Why should we be so reluctant to put the yoke of 
Christ on our children, when we know that his yoke is 
easy and his burden light ? God is not barren in resour- 
ces ; he has ten thousand ways, in which his people are 
led to see, — ^to feel that in keeping bis commands, there 
is an exceeding great reward; ten thousand ways to 
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make up to theni| individaally, what they suffer from 
privations endured for the cause of Christ. In keeping 
the commandments &c. — ^mark the language. — Mark too, 
the effect of privations ; they often promote health, under, 
mine and root up pride, while a broad foundation is laid 
for the most lovely traits of character. 

Hasten then, dear Mary, to unite with such an associa- 
tion, and may God make it an instrument of good to you 
and yours. — 

As ever your affectionate friend. 
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BENEVOLENT EFFORT. 



Therb is no daoger, my dear friend, of beiiif too ac- 
tive £br the benefit of others, if this aetivity does not iii» 
duee a neglect of one's own religions advancement, for 
which a strict account is to be given. 

Pardon me, for saggeating the poseability of such a re* 
salt, which is introduced in a spirit of Christian love, and 
designed as a kind of prefatt to new suggestions npoa 
the benefits of active benevolence. 

When yonr associations of ministers' wives shall h|ive 
met, if you will spread before them such particulars as yoa 
will find in thb letter, perhaps, it will awaken zeal, that 
will resnlt in the formation of similar associations, in 
every village and city throngbont year state. 

In giving the promised facts you will allow me to com* 
mence with the Tract cause. Here, however, it will not 
be necessary that a great deal should be said ; inasmuch 
as you are a constant reader of the Tract Magazine, and 
have your zeal animated and your faith strengthened, by a 
series of specified instances, of the benefit resulting frmn 
the humble labors of the tract distributer. 

At one of the public meetrags of y a missionary 

arose and related the following anecdote, as connected 
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with his own experience. He did not say who supplied 
him, while he labored for the good of souls — perhaps it 
was some secluded little band of females, whose charities 
have been performed with a privacy, which will, effectu- 
ally, screen them from the public gaze. But there is one, 
who knows all the secret operations of benevolence, as 
well as those open acts, which are intended to honor him, 
and bring happiness to man ; and we are assured in his 
word, that even a cup of cold water, given in his name 
shall not lose its reward. 

But you would like the anecdote. The aged servant of 
God, of whom I spoke, acted as tract distributer ; and as 
he went from house to house with these little messen- 
gers of mercy, took in his way one of the haunts of vice. 
" There,*' said a miserable woman, as she saw him com- 
ing, "there is that fat devil again, with tracts — would 
you take one" ? Her opposition, however, did not prevail. 
The tract was taken and did its office ; conviction fasten- 
ed on the mind of the woman, which did not leave her 
until she was, as was hoped, truly penitent for'^her guilt ; 
until she felt a love of holiness, and at peace with God. 
Salvation by grace and not of debt. Oh ! what mercy 
does the plan of redemption unfold ! and what a privi- 
lege to be an instrument, in the hand of God, of shewing 
to thelost and degraded, that whosoever will may take of 
the waters of life freely I 

The missionary spoke also of an " entire neighborhood, 
—-a rum-drinking population," changed in its character 
through the blessing of God upon tracts, which he left 
among them. A revival of religion extending through the 
settlement followed the distribution, and they became as 
be expressed it a praying people. 
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When the books are opened, and the dead, small and 
great stand before God, an importance will be given to 
human instrumentality, which here we never can estimate. 
Though our weak conceptions are assisted and our faith 
strengthened by facts, like the following. 

In one of the larger towns in Maine, the ladies united 
in supporting a missionary, who was sent into one of the 
British provinces. This missionary was a man of prayer, 
and of effort, and doubtless much was effected through 
his instrumentality. My purpose, however, is only to pre* 
sent a single instance of conversion, — that of a poor man 
in the humble walks of life. This individual was exceed- 
ingly opposed to the arrival of a missionary in his vicinity, 
and manifested great bitterness and depravity ; however, 
he was at length brought to think on his ways and God 
as it was believed, changed the affections of his heart, 
and the purpose of his life. 

True religion, you know, never rests satisfied with indi- 
vidual benefit; this man, with the love of God in exercise, 
was led to feel the deepest anxiety for his neighbors, 
whose hearts remained unaffected by this holy principle. 
I have said true religion is not selfish, neither does it rest 
satisfied with mere feeling ; genuine faith must result in 
active obedience — accordingly a journey was taken to 
Boston, to procure books and assistance in establishing a 
Sabbath school. Here this zealous Christian found kin- 
dred spirits, who not only assisted him with regard to the 
books; but, likewise, sent a missionary to the dark regions 
for which he solicited aid. God, by his Holy Spirit, ac- 
companied the instruction given by the missionary, — a 
revival commenced, a church was gathered, — and, eventu- 
ally, a pastor was settled in a region, which to this day 
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Mighl; hn^e been a moral desert, faaid k not been Ibr the 
aasociftted efibrts of Ckristian femaJes. 

My dear friend, ought not such reenlts to give nem 
vings lo the seel of the pious ? And I have yet more to 
tell you, which you will spread before the pious ladies ci 
your society, and ask then to begin some labor of love of 
a kindred okaracto* ; while they look ap toixod to Uesa 
them in the effort 

A ^iend has, obligingly, funiished me with tiw fdkia^' 
«Bg account as the T€»ultof female faithfulness in another 
part of Maine. 

'^ I do not know the exact Ume when female miasioDarf 
efibrt commenced in this county; but I bellere abeot 
twenty years since. Sook pious ladies in Newburyport, 
together with a few n this plaee, employed three or fo«r 
females, as teachers among the destitute on the Penobscot 
rnrer. Through their instrumentality many were taught 
the first radiments of learning, and a religioos influence 
was exerted, which pvepaired the way for the minister of 
the gospel. 

** The labors of Miss D., who has sacrtlioed time ani 
health to save the souls of her fellow-creatures, have been 
peculiarly successful. Many hare been hopefolly convert* 
ed, and churches consequently formed, mainly thvon^ 
her instrumentality. Miss D. has been willing to suffer, 
and that 4n no small degree, for her Sariour, and these 
lor whom he died. For several years she had little or no 
c o m p ensation. At this ihne when she seemed ahnest 
abandoned by Christians, the Lord honored the fegiale 
praying society of — — — , by t^nferriag upon thesn, the 
privilege of sustaining this devoted raissionarf." 
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One of the scenes of Miss D.'s labors is thus described : 

" The destitute situation of a certain neighborhood at 

the distance of fifteen or twenty miles from , having 

been made known. Miss D. was engaged to keep school 
there. The result of her labors was, they erected a school- 
house, where, occasionally., preaching was enjoyed from 
Baptists and Congregationalists. Many souls were, hope- 
fully, converted. From that time until the last year, Miss 
D. has been employed by our society ; when her health 
became so much impaired that she could no longer con- 
tinue her school. This society have since applied their 
funds to sustain a city missionary.'' 

CORBAN SOCIETY. 

The young ladies of have formed a society, and 

for a number of years have sustained a female missionary. 
A lady well acquainted with the plan of operation and 
with its results, writes as follows : — 

" Miss has been sustained by the Corban Society 

three years. The benefit resulting from schools in these 
retired hamlets is incalculable. Schools they cannot sus- 
tain, and their children would grow up in ignorance with- 
out knowing, perhaps, at the age of twenty-one, how to 
write their own names; and also, without religious in- 
struction; for a minister rarely visits them. The benefits 
of regular, Sabbath school instruction are very great ; for 
parents, as well as children attend. The letters of thanks 
from time to time, received from these inhabitants of the 
wilderness, expressing their heartfelt thanks, would melt 
the hearts, even of those who have not felt the power of 
14 
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the gospel. The efforts they make to send their children, 
shew how much the school is prized. Children are car- 
ried, by their mothers, through the deepest snows, and at 
a great distance rather than they should not be there.'' 

What a delightful reflection it must be, to the young 
ladies who have sustained this missionary, that such advan* 
tages as these, have been procured, through their labors; for 
the Corban Society have raised their funds from the avails 
of their own industry — having formed themselves into a 
sewing circle. Through the politeness of this interest- 
ing circle, I am enabled to spread before you a part of the 
correspondence of their missionary, which cannot but in- 
terest others, in like labors of love. 

''I have about twenty-four scholars; the people are, 
mostly, Universalists, but have no objection to their chil- 
dren going to Sabbath school, and receiving any instruc- 
tion the teacher has a wish to give them. Your charity 
will benefit the children in their learning, which will be a 
lasting good, and I endeavor to be faithful in religious in- 
struction ; but there is so much to draw off their attention, 
and so little out of school to incline them to seriousness, 
that I am, sometimes, very much discouraged. Yet I 
know God can bless the most feeble means, and I hope I 
feel in some degree my accountability, and endeavor to 
■eek hia blessing. 

** I commence the Sabbath school at ten in the morn- 
ing, and finish about one^ generally, or a little afler. My 
system is, to hear the small ones read, and catechise 
them ; teach them texts of Scripture, and trj to instruct 
them in religious truth, while the larger ones studj their 
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lessons. I then hear the larger scholars recite, and ex- 
plain their lessons to them, and endeavor to enforce upon 
their minds the truths of the gospel. I then hear them 
read the chapter that contains the next Sabbath day's les- 
son, and close the school. 

** I have felt it my duty to keep the school, as long a 
time as I could make the lessons interesting to the schol- 
ars, as there is seldom a meeting in this vicinity." 

FROM THE SAME. 

** I do not want for any necessary thing ; we know, to 
be sure, that there will be many things in the woods more 
unpleasant in winter, than summer. 

" When I first came here I found several professors 

that were in a very cold state ; in conversing with them 
they appeared to feel their back-slidden state. We had a 
Sabbath school ; three or four of them came in. I asked 
them to take a part but they would not. I longed to have 
a little meeting in the afternoon, after the morning Sab- 
bath school, and talked with them about it; they said they 
should like it. Accordingly, we met ; they declined tak- 
ing any part but singing. I then thought our meetings 
must end. I told one of the men he must take a part, or 
we should be obliged to give up the meetings. He said 
he would try, and we had a good meeting; read the Bible, 
prayed and sung ; he confessed his repentance for living 
so far from God. Last Sabbath four more confessed their 
backsliding ; we had another good meeting. I hope the 
Lord was with us, and that we shall not give back. I be- 
liere, my dear, you have been praying for me, for I have 
felt strengthened." 
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The benefits arising from schools under such a teacher 
must be perfectly obvious. The labors are arduous ; but 
none need fear engaging in them ; the Lord is able to 
make up privations, in the enjoyment of himself; speak 
of these things, dear Mary, to your young friends, and 
may an host be raised up valiant in his service. 

From the same to an individual who had supplied her 
with tracts for distribution. 

" My dear Friend, — During the last year your good- 
ness supplied me with tracts, which were distributed in a 
manner I then thought you would approve. They were 
eagerly sought for, by those in my neighborhood, and for 
miles around as soon as it was ascertained that I had them 
for distribution. 

'^ Some instances of apparent seriousness I witnessed, 
but whether in any instance conversion ensued, I know 
not. I gave some to a young married woman, who received 
them in a manner quite interesting to me. 1 am many 
miles from her, but through a Methodist minister, I heard 
of the satisfaction she felt in reading them. 

" I also met with a man who had formerly been a very 
profane and dissolute character. About four years since 
some person belonging to the orthodox society, sent a bun- 
dle of tracts up the river for distribution ; one fell in his 
way, he took it up without intending to read it ; but some 
words arresting his attention he read it through, and im- 
mediately felt himself a lost sinner, and had no peace until 
he thought he found it, in submission to a crucified Re* 
deemer. 
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^^I think, my friend, we can clearly see the blessing of 
God upon the exertions of those, who have and are taking 
an interest for those on this river. The improvement in 
morals and religion within six years, has been far greater 
than one would well credit, unless acquainted with the 
former habits of the people. I am convinced that the 
orthodox are exerting an influence far greater and more 
important in its effects, than they are at present aware of. 
They will realize more, as the country takes that stand in 
religion and morals, to which it is now approximating ; but 
eternity alone can disclose the ^reat good those do, who 
strive to advance the Redeemer's kingdom on earth. 

*' The distribution of tracts must be a stream, which 
will water and prepare the heart to bring forth fruit. I 
shall be happy to take any tracts you may have for distri- 
bution, and will endeavor to dispose of them profitably. 

** Very affectionately yours. 

^* P. S. You already know my system of lending tracts 
to my scholars, and having them returned every Saturday 
for exchange. I have found this very beneficial, and shall 
continue it." 
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QUIET ENDURANCE. 

My dear Mary, — Many directions have been given for 
a course of active usefulness among different classes of peN 
sons ; — but after all, my dear, quiet endurance, as a requi- 
site for usefulness in the wife of a minister, may justly be 
placed above every other means. 

This virtue may be regarded as holding the same place 
in point of importance in the parish, that economy does to 
your usefulness as a wife. Though so unobtrusive in its 
nature, it often requires the exercise of a higher state of 
piety, a greater advancement in the divine life, than would 
enable ode to embark on a foreign mission with the loss of 
all things. Perhaps you do not understand me. To illus* 
trate, I will give you a few items in the history of a highly 
respected acquaintance of mine, the wife of a minister, 
whom God has honored as the instrument of the conver- 
sion of souls. 

We talk of retrenchment, said my friend ; I think I 
have known something of it. 

More than twenty years since, my husband was settled 
among a people, whose pecuniary ability to minister to his 
wants was small ; but there, in the providence of God, he 
was placed. Not long after, we were married. With 
others dependent upon him, of course, his wants increased. 
He had land, but it was in no situation to yield him an 
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income. The first year or two, said my friend, we did not 
expend fifty dollars a year in the family. 

Not spend fifty dollars ; pray how did you live? 

O, we drank coifee made of peas, and ate a bit of an 
Indian cake. We had only two rooms, and it was ten 
years before we felt ourselves able to purchase a bureau. 
The war came on, and every thing was high. 

But did not you feel discouraged ? 

Why, sometimes. It was new to me. I had been ac- 
customed to plenty. But I looked around upon my neigh- 
bors and saw those, who were enduring like privations, 
that they might lay up an earthly portion ; and thought I, 
shall we not patiently suffer as much for the privilege of 
preaching the gospel, as others endure for temporal good ? 

Sometimes, however, we thought we must leave. My 
little children were about me, and I could not live as I 
had done. Though we talked of leaving, we could not 
feel that it was right. 

Something was said of dress, and my friend replied ; 
I have never purchased a silk dress since I was a minis- 
ter's wife. A year or two since, our ladies gave me one, 
and a merino shawl, so much better than any one in the 
parish wore, that I was ashamed to put it on. 

I recollect one time in particular, when my husband was 
very much depressed ; and thought, all things considered, 
it would be best to go. To me, however, it seemed un- 
desirable. You know, she continued, that when a min- 
ister leaves his people, it is always attributed to discontent 
on the part of his wife, whether she has any thing to do 
with it or not. So I rather urged him to stay, at least, 
antil the commencement of another ministerial year 
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This course he concluded to take, and when the year 
came round, twenty-seven came forward to be added to 
our church. 

I have given you this recital without the permission of 
my friend. Perhaps I have taken too great liberty with 
fire-side remarks ; but if God should bless this chapter in 
her history to the use of any under similar trials, surely 
one, who has so much wished to serve him, and been so 
willing to set aside self, will feel that it is well. 

You know not, my dear Mary, where your lot will be 
cast. If among those, who are really poor, this story may 
strengthen you to endure privations. But there may be 
cases, where the church is so under the influence of a 
covetous spirit, as to be willing that you alone should prac- 
tice self-denial. In such a case, the indulgence of this 
spirit might have a decidedly bad effect on the progress 
of piety. A minister's family, probably, ought never to 
leave a people simply from want of support. 

Among our smaller parishes, where money is slowly 
gained, it is often expended with great reluctance. Here 
the trial would usually be to endure want of suitable 
support ; — but want of support does not always imply a 
small salary. What is considered a large one, among 
fashionable people, may fail of making a minister's family 
comfortable ; that is, if they are influenced by the taste 
of a people, who would choose that all, that appertains 
to themselves, should be fashionable. Some at least of 
this class of people would choose that this should be 
done, in preference to their minister's having the privi- 
lege of setting an example of liberality in giving, or the 
benefit of a well cboeen library. 
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Different situations will introduce you to different trials ; 
but trials, in some form, will certainly come. And where 
you have evidence that your husband is doing all the 
good that he is capable of doing, you will not suffer these 
trials, I am sure you will not suffer them to induce you 
to leave your sphere of labor. 

" In the regulation of expenses," said a ministerial 
friend of mine, ** it is safest to graduate your style of liv- 
ing by the poor, rather than the rich of your flock." 

I have said in a former letter that you must be inde- 
pendent ; but you will have need to watch, lest this inde- 
pendence degenerate into self-will, than which nothing is 
more unlovely. The idea that a Christian should pursue 
this or that course of conduct, merely because it pleases 
herself, is at variance with every gospel principle ; and 
must be very offensive in the sight of God. Your 
practice, my dear Mary, will all be regulated in view of 
the state of society, in which you are placed ; and in 
recollection of the wants of the heathen, and of the strict 
account, that you are hereafter to render of your steward- 
ship. In making up your mind, on a course of conduct, 
you will profit by books, and by the suggestions of the 
wise and good among your acquaintance ; but especially 
you will consult your Bible, and look to God by prayer. 
And when you have done all this, and are satisfied as to 
the path of duty, you will pursue it without holding any 
parleys with the doctrine of expediency, or the least yield- 
ing of principles. In all these cases, what you suppose 
to be the will of God, must govern you. This is undoubt- 
edly a fundamental point. 

Having so fully explained these opinions in a former 
letter, it occurred to me that they might be so applied, as 



Digitized by 



Google 



166 LETTER XXVI. 

to injure rather than assist you. I would here repeat that 
it is in principles, and actions founded on principle, that 
nothing is to be yielded. In things indifferent, if you hare 
the spirit of the apostle Paul, you will become all things 
to all men. But in the most determined and inflexible 
adherence to independent opinions, you would, I have not 
a shadow of a doubt, be gentle, and conciliating. 

Yes, there are many inconveniencies to be borne in 
every situation in life, and in connection with every peo- 
ple, whether high or low ; whether you are placed amid 
the elegancies of life, or surrounded by those, who strug- 
gle hard for its necessaries ; and to be cheerful and un- 
complaining, to be satisfied with the society of those around 
you, — pleased with the scenery, upon which you daily 
gaze, and patient under the burdens, that may be imposed, 
is, after all, the best service, that you can render to God, 
as the wife of an ambassador to guilty men. 

Quiet endurance must be your daily motto; and you 
will feel this to be perfectly consistent with the most 
active usefulness. Indeed, it is only by the union of these 
qualities, that a character can be formed, which will exert 
the most happy influence in the station you occupy. 

Yes, endure, — and let the law of kindness always 
dwell upon your lips. Sources of abundant comfort will 
daily open to you. Affectionate hearts you will be sure 
to find every where. This part of the subject has been 
but little dwelt upon ; not because pleasures, benefits^ 
and blessings were unoonnected with it ; but simply, be* 
cause little needed to be said in this connection. And 
even now, after having pursued the duties of your station 
so long, but one solitary hint occurs to my mind as con- 
nocted with your usefulness i and that is^ to point out the 
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danger, that those, who uniformly do you good, should 
have too much of your time, or acquire improper influence 
over your conduct. 

Yes, dear Mary, my letters have been principally upon 
those duties most difficult^ of attainment, and upon your 
probable trials ; not because there was no bright side to 
the picture, but simply because here was the place, where 
suggestions were needed. 

Those ladies, whose husbands have been removed from 
parishes, to the offices of President or Professor, in con- 
nection with some institutions of learning, have often 
been heard to say that there was nothing in this situation 
to compensate for the want of that kind and affectionate 
attention, that they were accustomed to receive as the 
wives of ministers. Indeed, the relation may and ought 
always to be, a most fruitful source of happiness. But 
this will be most likely to be the case, where the duties 
and fH-rvileges, both of minister and people, are clearly 
understood. 

One hint more, and I have done. While you guard 
against every form of inquietude and discontent, you will 
study to make just those attainments, which promise the 
greatest usefulness in the particular sphere, in which you 
move. 

In contrast with the course above mentioned, I will give 
you that of a minister's family, with which a clergyman 
once told me he was acquainted. He did not mention 
the name of the family, and neither that, or the place of 
their residence, is known to me. The salary was a thou- 
sand dollars, and there were no children dependent. 
From some reason, this had proved inadequate to supply 
their wants; and debts were contracted, which they were 
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Utterly unable to pay. The question of their lea?ing was 
agitated ; but the people, unwilling to lose their pastor, 
generously cancelled his debts, and thus retained him. 
However, the same difficulty occurring a second time, he 
was dismissed. 

*' Before this took place," said the clergyman, who gave 
me these particulars, " I was one morning in the family of 
this minister, when I found his wife busily engaged in the 
study of the Hebrew, and altogether unmindful of the 
state of things in her kitchen," — here the mystery was 
unfolded, and the secret of the unpaid debts, which caused 
his dismission, fully disclosed. 

Thus you see, that even so desirable a thing as the 
cultivation of the mind, may operate as a hindrance to the 
usefulness of a minister's wife. 

I repeat it, my dear Mary, to be contented in the situa* 
tion, in which your husband is placed, and in which he 
feels it his duty to labor ; to endure the trials, that .foil 
to your lot in this station, and cheerfully to go forward in 
the midst of discouragements, is the way of all others, in 
which a minister's wife may best serve God, in connection 
with her husband's people. 

Yours as ever. 
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PRAYER. 



My dear Mary, — The view of duty, presented in the 
preceding pages, is indeed overwhelming. Well may we 
exclaim, who is sufficient for these things? But if we are 
Christians, we know where to go for support and guid- 
ance. God has taught us to repair to him ; and the 
Scriptures abound in examples of believing prayer. 

Still one of our greatest sins, unquestionably, is unbe- 
lief. We limit the Almighty ; we take from the greatness 
and benevolence of his character, by prescribing bounds 
to bis goodness ; and doubting, (though we believe we are 
his children,) whether we have any right to appropriate 
to ourselves the promises of the Bible. We fold our hands, 
and sit down, waiting for irresistible, sovereign grace, to 
perform that for us, which, we certainly, have no right to 
expect, but in the diligent use of such means, as we have 
it in our power to employ. 

The whole tenor of Scripture leaves upon the min d, 
conversant with its sacred pages, the impression, that God 
is love ; and that the abhorrence, which, throughout the 
Bible is expressed towards sin, arises, not from male 
lence on the part of Deity, or from a wish to exercise th« 
prerogatives of a sovereign, but rather, from that perfect 
unlikeness there is in the character of God to any thin{ 
15 
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that is evil. For oar Maker is so holy, as to find it im* 
possible, from his nature to feel any complacency in sin. 
Neither is there any thing in the enjoyments, with which 
the Almighty is surrounded, that could possibly yield hap- 
piness to an unsanctified heart. Now these immutable 
principles ne?er will be changed. But there is nothing in 
them, in the slightest degree calculated to dishearten the 
Christian, or to restrain that reverend feeling of child4ike 
confidence, with which he should spread his wants before 
the Lord. The believer knows that he adores the perfec* 
tions of Deity ; that he pants after holiness, desires nothing 
80 earnestly as to be assimilated to the character of God^ 
and to be prepared to spend an eternity where there is no 
sin. 

It }8 the Christian's privilege to remember, that like as 
a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth those, 
who fear him ; for he knoweth our frame, and remember- 
eth that we are dust. 

We are not invited to come before God, because we are 
worthy of an audience. We are not expected to make 
any plea of merit ; but we are to come, presenting the 
' worthiness of our great Sacrifice, and making mention of 
his death and righteousness, to come, feeling sure, that if 
we have been washed in his blood, he will be our Inter- 
cessor at a throne of grace, and our Advocate with the 
Father. We are to come trusting only in Christ, and we 
mast believe if we expect him to plead our cause. 

If, however, we regard iniquity in our heart, the Lord 
Will not hear our prayer, and this, my dear Mary, is only 
as we deal with each other. If you had the power of 
looking into your neighbor's heart, and could see there a 
cherished dislike to your character, your friends and your 
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enjoyments; would jrou hear with approbation expressions 
of esteem and friendship ; would you not feel that these 
were worthless without/sincerity ? 

Still there is a wide difference between this heart-felt 
regard for sin, and the occasional errors of believers, 
which are resisted, hated, renounced and wept over, in all 
the bitterness of penitential grief There is nothing, in 
such sin, that need separate between God and your soul ; 
and as you are not expected to present faultless obedience 
as a ground of acceptance with God, your sins need not 
prove a barrier to acceptable prayer, any farther than you 
love and allow them. 

Undoubtedly there should always be a reference to the 
will of God, in the things, which we ask. We should not 
desire that, which it would not glorify him to have us pos- 
sess ; but we know that God is glorified when his discL 
pies bear much fruit ; when they exhibit before an unbe- 
lieving world, th6 various graces of the Christian charac- 
ter ; so that if you desire to be faithful in the station, 
which you occupy, — to perform the various and compli. 
cated duties, that grow out of your relation to your bus* 
band's people, with fidelity and acceptance, your refuge is 
a throne of grace ; your strength and safety is, fervent, 
believing, persevering prayer. 

One cannot but be astonished at the condescension of 
God, in reasoning with Christians, to convince them of his 
willingness to do them good. Addressing himself to the 
deep feeling of tenderness, which bis own band has im- 
planted in the parental bosom, he a^s ; What man is 
there of you, whom, if his son ask bread, will he give 
him a stone ; or if he ask a fish, will he give him a ser** 
pent? If ye, then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
•15 Hr 
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ttiito your children, how much more shall your Father, 
which is in heayen, give good things to them that ask 
him? Here, indeed, is encouragement. What could 
have been said more fully calculated to impress the mind, 
with the entire willingness of Deity, to grant to erring 
man tlie guidance of the Holy Spirit ? 

There are but two instances recorded in the Bible, of 
faith commended by our Savior as being great. In both 
these cases, it was accompanied with the deadest humility. 
" Truth, Lord, but the dogs may eat of the crumbs, that 
fall from the master's table." As the case of the Syro- 
phenician woman presents an example of acceptable appli* 
cation, it would be well to analyze the subject, and see what 
are the feelings of one, who prevailed with God. She came 
to meet the Savior. Here we have effort, which we know 
was accompanied with strong desires, for she " earnestly 
besought'' his blessing; and when Christians frowned 
upon her, and would have sent her away, she persevered 
in pleading. The first notice our Savior took of this 
stranger was, to allude to her unworthiness ; and though, 
with much feeling, she acknowledged the truth of the 
charge, amid all her discouragements, she persevered, and 
heard her Savior say ; " 6, woman, great is thy faith ; 
be it unto thee even as thou wilt ; and her daughter was 
made whole from that very hour." 

No, my dear, there is nothing in the sovereignty of God 
to interfere with a spirit of prayer. There is nothing in 
his character to check our confidence ; and if we do not 
love our sins, we depend upon our own merits as a ground 
of acceptance. There is nothing in our own characters, 
which ought to keep us from coming with humble boldness 
U^ Him, who is able to supply all our wants, overrule all 
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our deficiencies, causing even our very sins to be among 
the things, that will, eventually, work for our best good. 

The various • branches of Christian duty, which have 
been spread before you, arduous and complicated as they 
are, may all be performed, if strength from on high is 
sought by believing prayer ; yes, may all be performed, I 
do not say to the acceptance of the world, for popularity 
may not be for your best good ; but I do say that the be- 
liever, who is in the constant habit of spreading out before 
her Maker, the various branches of Christian duty, plead- 
ing, with faith and perseverance, for light from on high, 
I do say, that the influence of a Christian, who does this, 
will be felt. It will not be left doubtful, whether God will 
own and bless her labors. Her influence will be seen, for 
faith has engaged an omnipotent arm on her side. Faith 
will do this ; faith, such as Jacob exercised, when he 
wrestled with the Angel of the covenant and prevailed. 
, O, how cheering to reflect, that the weakest Christian 
may thus become strong. 

What an interesting view is here presented of the con- 
descension of God, and the privilege of the believer. 

Borne down under the oppressive weight of responsi- 
bilities, that are upon you, depressed and disheartened by 
a sense of unlikeness to Christ, of unfitness for the duties 
of your station ; and at times hardly daring to lifl up your 
eyes, from a heart-felt conviction of the deepest unworthi- 
ness ; then, O then, how does the thought of prayer soothe, 
comfort, and support the burdened spirit. Your under- 
standing approves the way ; your affections are all enlisted^ 
and your faith, grasping the proffered privilege, receives 
the blessing, that distils upon the praying soul. 
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Happy would it be for the Christian if this were always 
the case ; if there were no cold seasons, in which prayer 
was not appreciated. If you had an ofter of kindness 
from your neighbor, made wholly on account of your great 
necessity, would you dare to tell him you did not belioTe 
he meant the good he freely promised ? No ; you would 
blush to treat a fellow creature thus. Oh, then, do not 
doubt the God, who has made you; do not doubt the 
Savior, who has died for you ; do not doubt the Spirit, 
who gives you every holy desire ; but taking hold on the 
strength of God, agonize for an answer ; and the God of 
heaven, he will bless you, and make you a blessing to all 
around you, an instrument of building up his cause, and 
grant you the inestimable privilege of benefiting immortal 
souls, for whom the blood of Christ was shed. 

Yours as ever* 



THE END. 
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